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} Caſt i into the Trdfare obs of the Pre- 
' rogatiues, and Prayſes of our B. Lady, Þ 
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little teſttmony of the much 
*ſeruice, rhat I ovve, & deſire 
to pay you . But inſteed of 
doing you ſeruice, I yvould 
be ſure notto do you diſplea- | 
ſure; and vve are fallen into 
ſo miſerable tywes,as yvhere- 
in I might better cheape | In- 
treate you to protect ſome 
thicte or. outlayy, then to pa- 
tronizea vvorke that tends to 
the honour of our B , Lady. | 
Ir shall therefore ſuffice that | 
hecrein yve knoyy the mind 
of one another. And although 
there vvas no remedy, butT | 
pumſtnceds ſpare to mention 
your name; yct I:could not | 
thinks | 


j rious Queene of Heauen (and 


euerIhaye, diſcouered/ 1n, any; 


DeDIcaroR Y, 
chinke of fayling to addreſſe 
the Treatiſe to'your Fauour. 
Both for the enticredeuotion! 
vyhich-you carry to the Glo , 


thatof the beſt kind, becauſe 


it leads ; YOUtO/ as exact an: 1- 
mitati6 of herhigh Purity:, as 


creature of your-condition G& 
vocation: ) & beſides forchat 
this Patterne-yvas moſt-due 
to you; tovvhome thevyhole 
Peece of that belongs, yvhet+ 
by I may any vyay acknovv- 
ledge the noble'Fauour of a 
moſt yvorthy and yyelldeſer-_ 
ping. Friend , I hope you: 
F 3 vvill 
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yvill excuſe it for his ſake by 


vyhome 1t 1s vyritten 3nay [I 
knovyyou vvilleſtcem it for 
herſake of yyhome ir 1s yvrit- 
ten. And 1 hope, that both 

ou and Ishall one day beſo 


"008 ,Vnder' the patronage 


of this immaculate Virgin , 
the Mother of God , as to d1(- 
couer ,, and behould thac in- 
coprehenſfible Glory ,vyhich 
She obtayned by cooperating 
vvith Gods incomparable 
Grace. 


Tour humble Seruant, 
. & rue Friend, 


A.*G. 
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The Widdowes Mite, 

forts, it diuidethour cares, it locketh Vp 
our lecrets, it reucngeth our wrongs,and 
it maketha large and liberall contributi- 
on of fuccour towardes the reliefe of all 
our neceflicyes..I {peake not this of the 


thing which ſome miſcall by the name of 


Friend/hip,and which indeed 1s no more, 
then amecre acquaintance, or familiari- 
ty of conuerfation; though the world be 
oO to the conceipt of raking ſuch 
roath as this, forthe quintefſence which 
I heer commend : But I meane that moſt 
faythfull and inuiolable Frienaſhip which 
mingleth or confoundeth fortunes, and 
wyniteth minds, and which accompteth 
it for one of the greateſt hart. ſoares 1t 
hath,that itcannot euerreach out the g1- 
ving hand , 

And yet enen this trueſt Friendſh7p 
(which being all that I have ſayd )15 ſub- 
ze both'to imperfection & deſtruQion 
for ſomety mes it is changed by hcklenes, 
{ometymes 1t 1s ynſtitcht by ablence, 
ſometims it is torn inſunder by ynfaith- 
fullnes,at leaſt it 1s ſure to dye when they 

Hye that did profeſle itz and: in fine, 1t 
apt euer 


TY on HT . * 


a teſtimony, and ſu- 
perſcription in the forhead oft , as fer- 
ueth to point men out to fomewhatels, 
aſſuring them that it cannot pollibly be, 
complete , becauſe all the parties to this 
coritract are no better then ſinnefull and 
mortall creatures . 

One help there is, whereby we tnay 
feed ypon this ſweet bitt, without being 
troubled and tyred withgnawing ypon 
ſuch bones as thele, & it 15 by trantlating 
our affection from theſe inferiourobietts 
to thoſe other of Saints and Angells , in 
whome there liueth a faculty of correl(- 
ponding withiys much more nobly, to= 
gcather with an irpoſithyluy: of. trant- 
grefling the'true lawes of Friew4{ 
which conhiſt 1h the entire commumicas+ , 
tion of all things; and-bath for ſpurs an . 
extreme.ardour of aftet1on, & for bridle 
animpuiſance tooffend in the leaſt de- 


greece . 


| ' 41; 
A'patterne, or proofe heerof may 
be taken from thoſe extaticall withes. of | _ 
the Patriarch Moyers; ahd the Apoſtle $. 


Paul, who did fo thirſt aſter the erernall 4... 
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| e Widaowes Mite. 
happynes of their brethren, as that they 


ration and care of their owne . Now if 
whileſt they were yet encumbred with 
the heauy cloarhs of fleth and bloud, they 
couldſoareſo high into thatſpher of fire; 
how much more eminent are they now 
in this kind, togeather with all thoſe 0- 
ther celeſtiall{pirits, tince-now they are 
freed tromall impediments, & ſtand en- 
ioying, & feeding face to face, ypon the 
eſſence. of God, whichis the fountayne 
of Loxe it lelte,-into which by him they 
are transformed-? : 

We are allo taught by holy Scrip- 
ture, with what zeale the holy Angels do 
Y | behould, & prote& their ſeuerall charges 
| Gen.zz, heoreonearth , The Angell Guardian of 
=X Iacob, was a Champion that defended & 
| drew him out'of all inconueniences. The 
| Angel Raphael mentioned inthebook of 

 Tob, um, T6145, was both a-Phiſitian in reſtoring 
his fight, anda follicitouryor Maiſter of 
requeſts in preferring his ſuites, ro the 
I throne of Almighty God'. Our' Saviour 
© Mattas, Chriſt himſelfe hath inferred that zf we 
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ſeemed content to lay aſide the conſides | 
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to our common Creatour: And therfore 
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if the Angells and other Saints defire and 


The Wildowes cM:te . 8 4 
ſcandalize any of his little ones; their ſe- 
uerall Angells(whoſce the face of God, 
will relent their wrongs. And ( which 
yet may ſcem more ſtrang ) the Angel ro 
whoſe care the Medes were comitred, did P4# + 10- 
contradi& and oppole to that other An- | 
gell of the Perſians, in the quarrells and 
combats which their people had with 
one another; to ſhew vs thatthey do not 
only watch ouer our ſoules, buteneno- 
uer our fortunes and bodyes alſo, with 
all which dependeth thereupon, concer- 
ningour good-. 

This care and loue of thoſe happy 
{oules and ſpirits, towards the poore in-, | 
habitants of this world, proceedeth from. | _Þ 
the knowledge they hauc of the bounty . * 
which his dwine Maieſty hath vſed in 
beſtowing parts of his owne perfetion, 
and in defigning that vnſpeakable glory: 
which he hath prepared for vs; fo that in 
their louing of vs, and cooperating to 
our ſaluatio by their aſſiſtance, they per- 
formeanad of reuerence, and homage 
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procure our happines ,if they haue com. © | 


patlionof our aifliction,if they interpoſe 
for vs the merits of Chriſts' death and 
paſſion in the degree of one, there can 
be no queſtion amongſt Chriitians (it 
indeed they be ſo) but chat the Queene 
of Saints and Angels, the ſacred and per- 
petuall Virgin, the immaculate and glo- 
rious Mothgr of God, dath .performe to 
vs all theſe things / with infinite others 


whichthrough our baſenes and blindnes 


wecannot thinke of: )I ſay not 1n the de- 


gree of one, but in the degree of ſo many 

millions of degrees as ſhe exccedeth all 

the Angels and Saints of Heauen in'the 

perfetion and height of the knowledge 
2nd loue of God. 


One particuler reaſon of her Vn- 


ſpeakable tend2rnes tawards ys all (to 


omit many others ) may be the confide- 
ration of Chriſt our Lords humanity , 


with he tooke wholy of her, & which he 
ſpent wholy vpon vs; beſides that ypon 
the Croſſe, he reſigned her, as it were,to 
be the Mother of all mankind , whereof 


heereafcer I ſhall haue occafion to. maks ! 
$206 - further | 
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The Widdowes Mite ) | 
further mention . Now , as the ynſpeak= 


able loue of God which he inſpired her 


hart withall, and wherewith fo admi- 
rably ſhe cooperated , maketh God vn- 
ſpeakably to loue and delight 1n her: ſo 
it 15 reaſon, that for her loue to vs, we 
procure to correſpond 1n ail ſuch deuoti- 
on & reuerenceto.her who is fo gracious 


inthe fight of God,and ſo well deferuing 


of vs , as may be aftoarded to the moit 
incomparably ſublime Creature, of a 
meer creature, that cuer was, & the moſt 
abundant , & deere benefatour of man- 
kind that can bethought of vnder God. 

Thereis notin this world fo great 
a Monarch, to whomeif we had obliga- 
tion, and meant to make any reiribation 
we might not impare ſomewhat which 
might concerne him in a ſubſtanriall and 
ſold manner. For a very wealthy man 
might make him ſomewhat the richer, a 
valiant man might make his dominions 
the larger , a wiſe man might make his 
goucrnement the happyer, askilltul man 
might maks his health the firmer ,and a 
confident faythfull man might chance 

Fr 2 A 4 to 


I 4 5 1 4 joe 
, . vw ” ” 
7 , | 
- 


mls. . G 
\ . - 
V » 
« - _ FL WV pe 
: 


| The Widdowes Mite, 
to make his life the ſafer . But with the 


Saints of heauen, 1t 15 notſo ; for al they, 


and eſpecially this Queene of Heauen , 
hath ſuch a fullnes of all that , whereof 
_ they are capable, as excludeth the poſlibi. 
lity of mankind from-gimng any thing to 


them, and much lefle ro her, which may_ 


increaſe her happynes in any thing that 
inwardly concerneth her z but whatfoe- 


uer we can offer, 1s extrinlecal vnto her, 
as namely Honour , whereof ſhe 15 only 


capableat our hands. 


The expreſlion of this Honour may | 


be made by diuers wayes : by prayſing 
her, by praying vnto her,by imitating 1n 
 fomeſmall meaſure of her admirablever- 
tunes, & by carrying in our harts a cont1- 
nuall tendernes of deu@tiorowards her , 

By this tyme,if the Reader be a Cal. 
uiniſt , he beginneth to ſhrincke, hede- 
fireth to beexcuſed, he reuerenceth(for- 


ſooth) the Mother of God as he ought,if _ 


you will beleeue him, but he would faine 
be thought a zealous preſeruer of Gods 
honour ; and holdeth that the termes we 


with 


yſcin prafeſling our deugtion to hery 


- 


The Widlowes Mite; 9 © © 
with the cuiſtome which we have indi= Y  * 
feting to her our prayers 18 to carry out 
ſelues 1dly, 1f notampiouſly: and he will 


eurers inthe art of vnderſtanding that 


- | divin booke; tothe deep fea wherof they 
, | lanchoutinthe ſhallow Cock-boats of 
y their owne concepts, and.thinke they 


arefailing into ſome ſafe port, when 1n- 
Y deed they are ſplitting vpon rockes\ 
g Strag Tay its, to ſee how they are blin- 


N ded by thedefire they have to make the / 
4 Scripturs ſerue'their turnes of their paſ-- | 
- ſion, which ſuffereth them norto diſcern | 
| t'1e euidence wherewath it” eſtabliſheth 
- | ofcen tymes the very point in' Contra |: 
= || verly which they contradi&'. For how  : 


could they otherwiſe make themſelus be- | 7 
leeue , as they vſually obie& ,'that the by. 
Scripture authorizeth any leſſening 'of 
our Ladyes honour, thatitexcludeth her 
Inuocation, and abridgeth her Prayſe', | 
_ Whileſt indeedit doth abundantlyteſaify |» 
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10 The Widdowes Mite . 
herexcellency , and giue great warrant 
for all that the Catholike Church doth 
practiſe concerning her ? 

There be holy, & learned men that 
afirme( & it is full of reaſon ) that if the 
Scripture had ſayd no.more of her, but 
theſe only words, Maria, de qua ndtns eſt 


Hate 12/75, Mary of whome Ieſus was borne, 


it had ſayd ſufficiently of her , or rather 
that 1t had ſayd ſo much, as to which no 
point of dignity could be added. For to 
afhrme , that the Virgin was the Mother 
of God, is to giue atitle which evidently 
1nuoluzth ſupreme excellency ; & which 
15 ſo greatin regard of the alliance, and 
coniundGion it hath with God himlelte, 
as that no. power of mind created , no 
man,no-Saint, no Angell,nor they a'l co- 
geather are ableentierly , and exactly to 
comprehend whart dignity 1t1s to bethe 
Mother of God . If therfore we are fo far 
from being able to conceiue the excelle- 
cy of the glorious Virgin; ſhall we feare 
to expreſie'it in ſuch poore faſhion, and 
with ſuch ſhort termes as we areable to 
vic? Orcan we be in any danger of c0- 
| mitting 
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mitting exceſſe heerin ;ſo that weſwarue 
not(/as we neuer do-)) from making her a 
meer '-creature, and from im uting the 
firſt: cauſe of hergreatnes totheinhnits 
goodnes of Almighty God ? 

\- The Aduerlaryes of her glory might 
conhider, that the wordes of holy Scrip- 
ture are not to be valewed after the rates 
of number, but of weight:and who hath 
armes wherwith to weeld the ballance;, 
into which that maſly quality of being 
the Mother of God, 15 layd ? It goeth not, 
euvenin ordinary Audits, by the great 
number of figures , butif one be oliced 


| beforea greater number of cyphers, that 


alqne may ſtand for many others : & ſo 
this halfeline alone,wherot Iſpake,;may 
& doth import a greater eminency, then 
could-haue beene expreſſed in the whole 
Bible without it;although both theſe Te- 
ſtaments, 8 all thoſe pens of all the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles had ſpent themſelues 
in the celebration only of her-prayſes . 
But becauſe all their eunning-men 
and women, though they ſhould be able 
to write and read the Scriptuti 
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yet caſt accompt, -— —2_pk after ' thiz 
manner z and that vulgar eyesarencuer 
ſatisfyed with the riches of a lewell;2yn- ah 
leflert confiſt of many ſtones; I wil ther= | 
fore endeauour to let them ſee , that in 
holy Scripturethere is no [carcity of that | CA 
which themſclues defire or rather of thar 
whichT feare they defire not, which is, 
the great aduantapes, prerogatiues ,and 
priuiledges of theB, Virgin, 


CHAP, II, 


Nthe firſt place I conceaue that by the 
| (ago ot expreſſe prayſe; as meant for 
prayſe, there is little ſayd'in the new Te - 
Rament of our B . Lady, no more then 
of our B, Sauiour himſelf. I call that ex- 
preſſe prayſe, as meant for prayſe, when 
a perſon 1s ex profeſs commended; and 
extolled for this or that vertue, to this 
Pprincipall end, that heor ſhe may win e- 4 
ſtimation among men + and in this ſenſe 
Ido net find , that either of them are. 
greatly prayſed : only they teſtify ſome 
little things of themſelues,and that con: 

cerninig 


cerning the felfeſame vertue , which us © 
Humility. Our Sawour fayd, Learae of me 

& | for Fam Humble and Meeke :and our Lady 

1 | ſayd; that God had carryed reſfefl to her Hae 

wty . Many other perſons are particu- 
a | lerly commeded in both the Teſtaments: ge, «x. 

e | Abraham as the tipe of Fayth; Moyſes Num.rs. | 
both of zeale and meeknes ; Danid, as be- 8: * # 
ing aman after Gods owne hart; 10b for 1d: abies 
patience, Silamon tor wiſedom, No?,Z 4» Reg. jo 
chary, $ . John Baptiſt, and $. Ieſeph for {*** 
being 191. : But Chriſt our Lord, and our 7,..,. 
B. Lady are not prayled direaly for this Meir.ue 
orthat vertue, though the Apoſtles may Td 
{ſecondarily , and vpon ohalonk beſayd. Wi 
to commed the life of Chriſt, when they | 
exhort the people to whome they wrote, T's. 
towards an imitation of his vertues. | 
We need notgo far to ſecke a rea- 4 
ſon'that may beſubie& to our capacityes | 
why the holy Ghoſt might thipke'good El 
totake this courſe; for to haue expreſly = 
commended them, had beene ro imply, 
after a ſorr,that words might hauedecla- ls: 
red how much they-ought tobe commE- 8 
ded; anda Reader might thereby: have | 
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' imagined, that their excellency had not 
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ſurpaiiedall humane thought , if ithad 
beene made {ubie@ therunto by ſpeach; 
atid therfore they are both ſet out much 
more to the full, 1n that their prayſes are 
couered with the ſacred veyle of filence , 
then they would haue beene, 1t they had 
beene expoled to ſight; by thepen, enen 
of the very Apoſtles themſelues . Wher- 
as now by ſaying nothing in the way of 
praiſe, bur. by delwering ſo much by way 
of prerogative, there 1s left. a hiberty , or 
rather there 15 1mpoled a neceflity_; for 
men to concetue as highly.,and-nobly as 
they can; and yet to know, when all is 
done; that the leaſt part of their; excel- 
lency 15 not attayned. 

Hence it is, that for reverence the 
Prop her ſay ( when he was to deſcribe 
God himſelfe 1n a viſion that he'hadre- 
ceaued)) repreſented hum al covered with 
the wings of Cherubims. And this courſe 
carryeth ſo great proportion, euen with 
the very-nature & mind of man, as that 
the famous Poets-5.and Painters of the 


world, haue graced their arts with'this 


point 


oint of Rhetorique, whenſoeuer they 
Nos had occaſion todelcribe theemine.- 
cy of an vnſpeakable paſſion; for inſuch 
caſe they thought they could do it beſt, 
by not exprefling 1t :and ſo in the fu- 
neralls of ſuch as were deereſt- rothe 
Suruiuers,, they ſet forth the ordinary 
mourners by {cuera]l poſtures,& counte- 
nances of lamentation; bur as fora huſ- 
band of a deere Spoule, or the Father of | 
an only danghter, they haue no refuge, | 
but to hide thef aces of thoſe perſons,in 
the decyphering of whole paſſion they | 
cannot ſatisfy thewſelues . EP. 
But though there be no particuler., 
and expreſle prayles mentioned as prays 
les, & not olidhn , for imitation giuen 
in holy Scripture to the ſeuerall yertues 
of ourB, Lady, any morethen (as I fayd 
before ) they areto them of our B .' Sani= 
our; yet as the Apoſtles, and Euange- 
liſts recompt thoſe bigh and heroicall a+ 
Rions, andthe 1rrefragable teſtimonyes 
from heauen, wherupon we may inferre 
the ſupreme vertue and (antity of our B. 
Sauiour; 1n the ſame manner are their 
| IS bookes 
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bookes the Chronicles of many paſſage, 
ia both thoſe kindes,, aforefayd , from 
whence the 2xcellency of.the B. Virgin 
may be deduced, whichis infinitly infe. 
riour to that of our B. Saujour, but in- 
comparablyſuperiour tothat of all theo. ſl 1 
ther creatures, and is propounded tov} ; 
for the marke of our admuration in ſome 
things, and of iwitationin thereſt. 

© By the/Genealogy of our B. Saui- 
ourwhich is {et out by the Apoſtles, we 
ynderſt and what alfo that of our B; La- 
dyes 'is; for he huh no Anceſtours but 
hers . By chem. we therefore know ,that 
her extration-and bloud bath as much 
prerogatiuemn 1t,as a meere creature can 
receaue; for ſheis deriued from the Roy- 
alty of xings,from theſanauity of Prieſts, 
atid from the1jlutminatian of Prophets . 
The gifrs of Nature, and beauty. of 
perfon which ſhe had,are not ſo literally 
expreſſed intholy Scripture, otherwiſe 
then by the Prophericaliſpeach which is 
yſed of our Sautour Chriſt ; Sprcioſus fors 

+ Pſel.44, mapre filijs bominum : He was beautifull 

4  beyondallthe Sonnes of men, whereby 
NT we 


»*% 


— _— 


holy humanity had no viſible naturall 
beauty at all, but that which itreceaued 


from her. And howſoeuer among perſons - 


who are begotten by the courſe of man- 
kind,we often ſee both thatythcomly pas _ 
rents have handſome: children, and the 
contrary : yet in the preſent caſe there 
can be no conceipt of that difference, 
which proceedeth in others from theef-_ 
feats of ola & many tymes of other 

{innes, wherof without blaſphemy there 
canþe no queſtion made ti the Incarna- 
tion of our Saviour Chriſt, which' was 
wrought.in the pure wombe of the B. 
Virginby the operatio of the holy Ghoſt, 
And concerning'the ynfpeakable digni- 
ty,and maieſty of her preſence to ſuch as 
beheld it with pure eyes ( and eventhey 
who beheld it with other, werealtered by 
a ſinguler pruuiledge of hers, whoſe beau+ 
ty inſteed of kindling, did quench al yn- 
roly appetite in ſuchas'ſawher)I cannot 
but digrefſeſo far; as it is from the Apo» 
ftles roone of their diſciples , to wit , $" 
Dennis the Areopagite, of whome it q 
5 Td =. Frelated- 
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| The Widdowet Mite, 13 © 
her beauty alſo may be knowne, fince his 


_ The' Widnowes Mite. | 
| Dig. iclated, that having the honour and hap- 
rthuſ. pynes to ſee her, and enioy her preſence, 


A RP round ſomething 1n it fo far exalted a- 


oye | e ſtamp of dignity CC authority : 
boy reop. WHICH is wont to be imprinted vpon 
3 + hag creatures, as that he proteſted , it he had 
"26, Not knowne by fayth, thac Chriſt was 
| God, he had not beene able todetaine 
himſelfe from adoring her as God. And 
it 1s particulerly to be noted, that he 
through whoſe mind this paſſed, and yn « 
der whoſe name it is |cft regiſtred toall 
poiterity , was no:Babe, nor old wife, n 
nor ignorant Miniſter., but one of the x] 
prime Dotours of Athens, afterwardes 


'. 


at 

a Wilcipleof $. Pax!, and ſtill accounted C 
fora mph learned, wile , and n 
holy Father in the Catholike Church of pl 
Chriſt . a 
IF fa 0 
wm. CHAP. III. d 
tk : 0 
Hx5s® external things being ſolit= |. + 

tle eſteemed by the ſeruants of God, ! 

and leaſt of all by ber(who was ſo much t 


the more his ſeruant, as ſhe was more fa- 
| uoured, 


uoured, ind honoured by him then Ml 
the reſt)I maywith the more reaſon paſte 
ouer with breuity, though I could not 
perſwade my ſelf ro paſſe over any thing 


entrerely in ſilence ; which concerneth 


her excellency any way . But the ſpiritu- 
all graces which ſhe receaued, and thete- 
ſtimonyes of her dignity , which were 
g1uen from heauen , are they which we 
ought more ſeriouſly ro ponder & refle&; 
vpon. 

Her life being ſuchas ſeemed ordi-: 
nary, though intertourly it were not'fo , 
and her vocation being fo extraor anary. 


as thatſhe was to be made the Mother of | 
God himfelfe ( when once he ſhould be. 


made Man ) it was a&reable to thewile- 


© 


dome of the diuine Mateſty, to proclaim | 
and publith ro the world, the perfeQtion | 
o2ble cut- 


of this creature, bY an irrefrag 


dence. Therefore a5 in the Baptiſme of z,, ; .» 
our B. Sautour, whereby he might ſeems || 
- to haue contracted finne,the Holy Ghoſt” 
limfelfe deſcended vpon him, to witnes | 
theinfinite ſanity of his ſoule: Tn like | 
manner , when before that tyme, thers | 
LEVY B2 was 
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20 The Widdowes Mite . 
'was queſtion of incarnating land brine 
ging torth a Sauiour of the warld in hu- 


mane fleſh, one of the higheſt Angells 11- 
heauen was diſpatched in Embaſlage to 
witnes the eminency, and fullnes of her 
holynes; & that the world might know 
how that her bringing forth aſon ſhould 
not carry with 1t the leaſt impeachment 
to the {potleſnes of her purity. | 

The Arch-angell then did thus ſalute 
her; Zayle Mary full of grace, our Lord 
withthee. Our Aduerſaryes, the enemies 
ofourB . Ladyes Honour, will needes 
tranſlate the Greek word x1,421r9ptr, AC 
cording to that ſenſe {of the threeſeueral 
ones which it hath) whereby they may 


hope to diſaduantage her moſt; & ther- 


fore they will not allow it to ſignify Gra< 


Coment .tia plena, full of grace , but Grazs avledZa , 
n cap«t« freely beloued. It 1s. plainely.ſhewed by 


Tollez in his Coment vponthofe words, 
that S. Ambroſe,sS. Auitine, $. Hinyome, $. 


Atbanaſins,S. Epiphanins, and in eſte the. 
whole Church hath vied, & receaued thet., 
tranſlation of Gratia plena;though yerifit; 


hadbeen otherwiſe, I {ee not greatly why, 
they 
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they ſhould triumph as after a victory: | 
fince if our B , Lady were as they muſt 
confeſle , Freely beleued , with fuch an e- 
minency aboue all other creatures, 2s to 
be made the Mother of God; it doth by 
neceſlary inference of congruity imply 
all choſe perfeftions , in contemplation 
wherof che Catholik world doth homag : 
vnto her, with attributes incomparably | 
{uperiour to them of all other creatures . 
But ſhe was found fall of grace whether | 
they will or no; and if then ſhe were fud, | 
through the beauty of her ſoule{ which 
being firſt adorned by Almighty God , 
drew his eyes afterward {o downe vpon 
her, as euen to be enamoured with her 
when he was yet to make her the Mother 
of the Eternal Word;)let them conceaue | 
that can, how ſhe ouerflowed therewith | 
afterward . And theexample of the good 
Chanangan who did as it were obhge our. 
Sautour to beſtow of thoſe crummes v- 
porn ( being a Gentile ) which fell 
Irom-the table of the children of God, | 
(who/were the Iewes) may inuite vs to | 
begge,, that ſome drop of thoſe! ouer-. 
\ B46 B Hflowings 
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Tees 


flowings which cinogthrough the good- 
nes of God but deſcend from the ſupera.- 
bundance of that grace, be aac the 
B. Virgin was ſo wuch more then filled, 
may be applyed to our beneht,and to the 
making of vs gracious in his fight in ſom 
meaſure, which ſhe was beyond all meas 
{ure. 

| It cannot but worke 1n ys an-ex- 
treme reuerence on the one {ide , when 
we heare by the yoyce of that Archan- 
gell Gabriel, that our Lord even then 
was with herina moſt particuler , and 
plentifull manner, ſaying Domipus tecum, 
Our Lord is with thee: az1f he had 1ayd, 
He 15 indeed with all his creatures, and 
eſpecially withall his ſervants ; but yet 
heis ſo with thee per excellautiam, as 1 he 


were with no body els: and on the other 


fide they are miſerable, who be not 
drawne to afte& this Sacred Virgin with 
ynſpeakable dearneſſe & tendernes, for 
the infinite benefite which they-receaue 
by her, {ince they are capable of ſaluatio 
by the myſtery of che Incarnation,which 
(hauing beene decreed 1n that highCon- 
4 ents ry ſtory 
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The Widdewes Mite. a3 _-** 
fſory of the Holy. Trinity. ) did receaue ' 
efeRt and execution in the immaculate 
wombe of the B . Virgin by her free con- 
ſent : And as 1nthe Paſſion of our B. Sa- 
uiour (when he came to-make a tu] point 
vpon the periode of his life) hedid as It, 
were rehigne his Mother to mankind in TY 
the perſonof S. 1oba, when he fayd to 1 
him , Fili ecce Mater tna, Sonne behould 14 
thy Mother: ſo 1n this Incarnation of his = 
ſhe may beſayd after a ſort,to have tranf« 
ferred the propriety which ſhe had in 
Almighty God, who was with her (-Do- — 
min terum) to the proteaion, and pres 
{eruation, and ſanRification, & redemp- 
tion of all mankind; for immediatly afs - » 1 
terward, he grew to be called not, Do- | 
minus tecum, Our Lord 1s with thee, but Mare, w 
Emanuel, which 1s, God with vs. i | 
The Angell proceedeth (vpon oc- 
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cahon giuen'by thefacred Virgin) to ex- | 
preſſe chemanner how the myſtery ofthe 


Incarnation of the Sonne of God, was to 
beaccompliſhed in her ſacred wombe; & 13 
he declareth to her, that ſhe had no cauſe i ''$ 
ta feare the leaſt {pot in her purity I that | Y 


3& The Widadowes Mite | 
ſhe had found grace with God ,that'in 
Lie, 1. her wombe ſhethould conceave & bring 

forth a Sonne, and ſhould call his name 

IESVS, that he ſhould be great,and be 

called the Sennc of the mo? High, that our 

Lord God would giue him the ſeat of his 

forefather Dauia, that he ſhould raigne in 

the houſe of 7acob for ever, that his king- 

dome ſhould know no end, that the Holy 

Ghoſt ſhould deſcend from aboue into 

her, and the Vertue or Power of the maſt 

High ſhould ouerſhaddow her,and ther- 

fore, that he who was to be borne of her 
ſhould be called the Sonne of God. 

Quts (arans ficut populus mens? {ayth 

Iſs, 4:. the Holy Ghoſt by the Prophet: Who is 

ſo deafe as my people,that wil not heare? 

And in this caſe it may beſayd, who 1s (o 

blind as he that wall not ſee, what a clu- 

ſter of heauenly grapes may heere be ga- 
thered out of Holy Scripture, diſtilling 
in abundance the wine of Grace & Glo- 
ry ypon the imaculate Yrgin, by defcri- 
bing thenature & quality of that Sonne, 
of which ſhe was.to be theſo happy Mo- 
her? What dqubling, and - is 
i, CRETE 


The 1W.ldowes af Te. ; 
there made heere of her noi and ſan- 
&ity? For notwithſtanding that former- 
ly ſhe was full.of grace; we ſee heere ſhe 
Rack found more grace, her Sonne was 
to be the Sautour of the world; he wasto 
haue an Eternall Kingdome ;, the Holy 
Ghoſt was yet more plenrifally to de(<- 
cend ypon her; and the vertne or power 
of the moſt High was toenuirone,; and 
ouerſhaddow her , whereby ſhe might be 
enabled to dartole: and as it were againe 
to ouerſhaddow the Sonne of God . 

The conſideration heetof made the 
ancient & holy Fathers fly vp, as if they | 
had beene in Extafies, when they entred | 
vpon the prayſes of this Bleſſed Virgin | 
( which afterward I ſhall with better 0- 
portunity relate-)Jand in the meane tyme : 
they who cannot ſee the high titles of | 


Honour that are imparted to theB. Vir- 


gin in Holy Scripture, are jn a miſerable | 


obſcurity of mind, which they haue de-, 
fcruedly fallen into, through thepaynes | 
they take to beare no tendernes 0 deys |. 
tion-towards her. I thinke I ſay well," 
afficming , that they take paynes to this. 
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fible that men who profeſle themlſelues 
Chriſtians, and who take vpon them to 
vnderſtand ſo well what 15 recommen- 
ded in Holy Scripture, ſhould carry ſuch 
an averſion ,as it 15 certayne they-doe 
(howſoeuer ſometymes they profeſle the 
contrary for very ſhame ,) from the Mo- 
ther of that Sonne, by whome they ſay 
they hope for their ſaluation , notwith- 
Randing that the Holy Ghoſt hath taken 
pleaſure;to expreſie al the circumſtances 
that belong to her; and that he did not 
only imploy the Euangeliſts thereabout 
3 when Chriſt was to be Incarnate, but 
* the Prophets alſo ſoimany hundreds of 
:. yeares before, who fortold what kind of 
creature ſhe was to be. To which purpoſe 
theſe are the wordes of $, Bernard; The 
- generation of our B . Lady is knowne to haue 
"Oi beene graunted from beanen, for the ſinzular 
fer, im c Þ/iuileage of ſaniTity which ſhe had. Her birth 
32, A» Was forepromiſedby the auncient Fathers, it 
po. was prefignred by myſticall miracles , it was 


dotall Rod which floriſhedwithant aroote,the 
; _ Fleece 


purpole; for otherwiſe it ſeemeth impoſ.. 


 inſinuated by propheticall Oracles , the Sacer- 


( 


. 


| Flerce of Gedeon which grew moſt in the 
middeſt of a dry floore, the Oriemall gate ſpo- 
ken of in the viſina of Ezechiel, which was | 
- | neucropen40 the acceſſe of any,aid deſianc jo | 


h | predicomer: this Virgin. 


e | 
e + CHAP. 14&ÞL, 

7 H s next Publicationof the admi» 
: rable priuiledges of our B.Lady was 
| in the 7i{itation which ſhe made of $. E- 


lizabeth, at which tyme our B. Saviour 
( being then incarnate 1n her [facred © 
wombe ) did alſo viſit S. [obu the Baprift, 
whome S . El:;zabeth had conceaued 1a ' 
hers, ſome monethes before .'Theexcel> 
lency of our B. Lady a 


wrought n S. Elizabeth by her preſence. 
For $S. Elizabeth had no ſooner heard her 
{aluration, then ( by the teſtimony-of the 
{acred Text )the infantin her wombedid-- 
euenſ{pring which toy; $. Elizaberhither- 
ſelf was repleniſhed withthe holy Ghoſt, 

ſhe cryed out with a loud yoyce , &ayd 
to the Virginto this effet; Bleſſed art thi 


f 
L | 


| : : 
| 


peareth in lively - |: |} 
colours by the happy change whichwas 7**% 3 
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among women, and bleſſedis the fruit of thy 
wombe:and haw come 1 to receaue this honour 
that the Mother of my Lord ſhould viſte me? 
for behould ((ayth ſhe) as ſoone as emer the 
wvoyce of thy ſalutation did approach mine 
ears, the Infant in my wombe aid ſpring with 
toy ; and happy art thou who didft beleexe,for 
thoſe thinges ſhallbe performed which were 
tould thee by our Lord « 
What ſtupendious priuiledges, 8& 
rerogatiues are heere expreſſed by the 
Holy Ghoſt,” to haue beene 1mparted to 
the glorious and immaculate Virgin? V- 
pon the frſt approach of her preſence, 
and theleaſt ſound of her voyce, an in- 
fant in the wombe of his Mother did 
ſpring with ioy : which joy ſuppoſeth, & 
taketh for graunted that he was already 


then indued with the yſe of reaſon : for 


ſuch creatures as are not reaſonable , are 
not capable of coceauing ioy. And how- 
ſocuer the working of this miracle may 
principally be imputed to thepreſence 
of our B, Saviour, as to the caule, yet 
who fceth.not,that he was not pleafed:to 
impart fuch ag vaheard-of benefit, buc 


by 
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prelence, to which alſo ſhe did q nobly 
concurre ? and in conformity heerof, it 
15 plaine; that 'S. Elizabeth her ſelfe refle= 


ed vpon her, as a great meanes therof.. 


Againe, the Mother was for her 
part,immediatly vpon the hearingofthe 
Virgins ſalutatjon, repleniſhed with the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the ſtrength whereof,ſhe 
did with a loud and Propheticall voyce, 
proclaime the bleſſednes of that Mother 
and Sonne, and confound her ſelfe with 
the mercy which was youchſafed her, in 
that the Mother of our .Lord would 
deſcend ſo low, as'to viſit her . | 

This heape alone of miracles, which 
did as it were ouerwhelme'S. Elizabeth 
and the acknowledgement ſhe made 9 
her own extrem vnworthines to receatie 
ſuch graces from the mother of our Lord 
may 1uſtly kindle an vnwonted ardour 
of deuotion in the hearts of Catholikes 
towards the Bleſled Virgin; and as 1uſtly 
humble the proudeſt Caluiniſts hartin 


the world with ſhame inough, to conſi- 


der how ſtraitely at leaſt they conceaue 


$ of 


4 


vs, 


7 


bai. 
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by the condition of his ſacred Mothers _| | 


© TheWiddowes Mite, 
of the glorious Queene of Heauen , who 
raigneth andſhineth with immortal ma. 
icſty, when they fee a S.Elzaberh,a neere 


kinſwoman of Chrilt himſelfe, and con. 


_ſequenrly deriued from the loynes of fo 
many Kinges, a Saint 1n ſoeminent de- 
gree, a"Propheteſle;, and the Mother of 
the greateſt among the children of Men, 


who was the very Precurtour, and Bap- 


tiſt of Chriſt our Lord, ſo looſe her {elfe 


as ic: were with admiration , which the 


diſcouereth by thoſe inrterieRtions of ex« 


clamation., toſee that the Mother of God 
whuleſt yet ſhe was but mortall, and the_ 


Sauiour of the world notyet borne of her 
ſhould diminiſh her ſelfeſo much, as to 
youchfate her a viitt., Burl ſhal afterward 
reſume this point; by occation of the im - 
piety, and tearefull blaſphemy of ſome 
Caluiniſts, when I: compare the baſe 
mentioa which they tremble not to make 
of her; with the moſt honourable memo- 
ry which the |1ghts, & ornaments of the 
Catholike Church, the holy Fathers,haus 
euerywhereexprefled. And in the mean 


tymeſuch as loue the Sonne ( as noman 
| doth 


wp, +=: : 


chen ordinary veneration and deuotion 
towardes this perpetyall Virgin , to the 
end, that the viſits which ſhe vouchſa- 
feth to impart, not. once, but often by 
her motions to vs, & her prayers for vs, 
may-make the {piritual] fruit of our "Shethn 


doth BY ton, ps will not gueall due ho- | 


nour tothe Mother ) muſt riſe to more 


which 1s our actions, ſpring vp with joys. . 


vpon the prelence,& approach of Chriſt 
in the Holy Sacrament;and that we may 


keep fuch accompt +. the inſpirations, | 
which ſheprocureth for vs,and ſendeth | 
{o often into the eares of our ſoule, as | 
may make it proue.a fit houſe for che 


holy Ghoſt toinhabite. 


Well may we lay with $. Auenſline; 


_Axtuſta ſt domus anime mes, dilate cam; i, 


—_— eft , refice eam ,, He oath LO 4pe4 


God that the houſe of his ſoule is ſtrait, | 
and he beleecheth him to enlargeat ; he | 
confeſſeth that ic is ruinous, po. he beg- | 
geth of him that he wil reparre it- and by | 
what better meanes can we as it were itt» | | 
gage Almighty God to beſtow thole mer» | 
Os on vs, A Chriſt our = 
cncen' 
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The Widdowes Mine. © 
thenwhen we preſent , and put him; in 
mind of this Soueraigne Virgin., who 
was enabled by his omnipotent hand tg 
make roome 1n her ſacred wombe, not 
only for the reception, but euen-for the 
regaling and delighting of him, whome 
Heauen cannot containe; according to 
that {alutation which the Church vierh 
totheB. Virgin; 2uem Celicapere nog pie 
rrant , two gremio contulifli : So allo will 
ſhe know how toaſliſt ys in thereparati- 
on of theſe our ſpiritual houſes , as well 
as inthe enlarging of themzſhe Hay who 
hath concurred more then all thewhole 
world togeather,, -ynder God ( by the 
fayth ſhe bare, and conſent ſhegaue ) to 
the Incarnation of rheWord, and conſe» 
quently rothe reparation; and redempti- 
on ofthe World. This may then be our 
contemplation; who are Catholiks: and 
before this diſcourſe be at an end, eyen 
ſomeof the Caluimiſts, I hope, willſee, 
that they haue not wholy fuch reaſon to 
diſſent heerein, as hitherto they haue i- 
magined . 

To my vnderſtanding there-is no 
ons 


The Wildowes Mite . 
the vnſpeakable excellency of our B , La- 
dy then that which now Ihall expreſſe. 
Asſfoone as FS. Eliz1beth had ended that 
holy ſpeach of hers, our B. Lady being 
alſo the much more plentifully inſpired 
with propheſy; did enter 1nto that dun 
Hymne of the Magnificat , whereof the 
Church doth'every day ſerue it ſelfe in 
offering vp her prayles to God, Itis cer- 
taine that the humbleſt pure creature ; 
withoutall exception, that euer was, or 
will be, was the B, Virgin. In ſo much 
as thatalthough theperte&is of al thoſe 


vertues/ which afterward are to be men... 


tioned )did floriſh and fruRtify beyond al 
hamane imagination 1n her ſacred hart 
yet 11 com parifon of that height, or ras 
ther depth of bumility, which reigned in 


-her, ſhe may beaccounted to haue ſcarce 


excelled in thoſe other vertues : or rather 
toſpeake both more ſafely,and moſt rru- 
ly, as1n the other vertues ſhe without all 
compariſon excelled all other creatures} 
{0-11 this the excelled her (elfe.  _ | 

4 -Such'as hunt after prayſe ( and 
' - og . Wholg- 
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one circumſtance that more fetteth bur 
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34 The Widdowes Mite, 
whoſocuer doth not, hath reaſon to give: 
God thankes, for he hath beeneenricked 
by bim with a great treaſure) doknow 
that there is nor in the world a greater 
thirſt, then they haue to obtain their end, 
and that they find no torment more vn- 
ſufferable thenif they be vnderualued 8& 
'contgmned. And yet this other truth 1s 


* , as cercaine, that the perſon who 15 ambi- 


- tious of prayſe,, doth not more abhorre 


 ; to bedeſpiled, then the ſoule which is tru- 


+ Iy humble,dorh apprehend and hate to be 
applauded , And if it indure not to be 
__ Prayled by others , how well, and how 
_ -warthily ſoeuer 1t.may delerue it; how 
much would men be aſhamed to prayle 


.  themſclues, which not only the perfe&tis, 


of yertue, buteuen modeſty and cmuility 
ſo far diſlwadeth,as that whoſoeuer (be- 
 ingofpiety and diſcretion) doth it, we 
muſt ſuppoſe both ſome vnqueſtionable 
and knowne truth of the thing icſelfe, & 
ſome moſt neceſſary and wſt more or 
myſtery which vrgeth him to1t. 
Heereby it may ealily be iaferred , 
 Whatauerfionour B. Lady muſt be con- 
ot | felled 


EIS : ; 
—_ , 
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felled to haue had from making honou« 
rable mention of her felte vpon any oc-. 
calion; atid fo it appeares how thatat the 
inſtant wherein ſhe grew the Mother of | 
God ( and by that meanes became fo far | 
ſuperiour to all the creaturs both of earth 
and heauen ) ſhe would know herſelfe 
by no other title, but of a bondflave. Yet | 
nevertheles the Holy Ghoſt entring at 
that rymeinto her, in a moſt particuler z 
and abtindant manner, did ſo poſſeſſe all 
the powers of her ſouls, and ſo as it wers | 
inebriate, and tranſport her with the ſp1< g 
rit of ynſpeakable ioy,as thatſhe fell, ut 
this Canticle { as ſoohs as the had firſt. 
done her homage to Almighty God , 1n | 
acknowledging, and adoring him as the 
Authoar of all the Graces that had- beene / 
" powr2d vpon her )to declare and auow | 
to the world, bow humble and abict ſhe 
was1n her owne eyes : but that yet with- | 
al ſhe waflo gracious in the fight of God | 
as ſhe fayd, would not ohly ferus to mak 
her Bleſ-d, bur that all 7enerarions fhowld 
profiſe, andpublſh her 16be ſuch. | 
Happy were the man, that could| 
C2 but! 
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36 The Widaowes Mut. 
but feele the leaſt part of thae which pa. 
ſed in her pure ſoule, whe ſhe ſpake thoſe 
words ;in heauen we may hopeto haue 
ſome notice therof, and at the preſent it 
may ſerue ys for an inuincible demon- 
ſtration of her being incoparably prayle- 
worthy, the paradile of whoſe hart be- 
ing hedged in with ſo much humility , 
was yet content to celebrate her owne 
' praile,or rather which wasoutrwrought 
by the Holy Ghoſt: himſelfe, to profeſle 
how ſhe was ro be honoured ,and admi- 
» red for all eternity ; tothe confulion of al 
ſuch as repine thereat , and to the entire 
comfortof deuoutCatholiks, fince they, 
and they alone, are the men who dayly 


ſtr1ue to accompliſh the prophely of her 
glory . 


CHAP. V-.4 


VT how much ſ{ocuer we ſhall en- 
deauour heerein, it will neuer come 
to that height which 1t deſerveth; ef Peci- 
ally if we conſider what ſucceeded in the 
perſon of our B. Lady , ro whome the 
__ "Scripture 
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Scriptureſayth, the Sonfe of God and | 
her; was ſubie&. This tejtimony was gt- 
uen-vpon the returne he made. with her | 
from diſputing in the Temple amongſt 
the Doctors. And as it 15 cuident inough; 
that 1n'all his life till that time ( which 
were twelue years ) he had-beene ſubiect, 
and obedient to her; fo it1s yet more eul- 
dent, thatin the reſidue thereof, ( which 
continued for the {pace of eighteen years} 
tillhe came to preach & publiſh himſelt ) 
he continued to be ſo. The Scripture 
ſayth, Et erat ſubditus illis,and he waslub+ rye, x. 
10:t ynto them : That 1s, both to the'B), 
Virgin, and S, Joſeph ;andif to S. Toſeph, 
who was but his ſuppoſed Father, how 
much more to theB. Virgin , who was 
( for as much as concerned his facred 
Humanity, )all the parents of fleſh-and 
bloud that he had-.'To S-. Ioſep/, even for 
that former reaſon he livedin fo plaine 
ſubietion,, as that when afterward the 
Tewes ( making refle&ion Vpon his ad- 
mwrable-doarine ) ſayd; though it were 
withſcorne; Nonne hic eft faber, & fili- 
#5 fabri? Is not this a Carpenter, and the 
& ©, 4058 {onne 
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2 - The Widdowes Mite, 
_ fonneof a Carpenter? Whereby diuery 
things are infinuated, both that in the 
eyes.of all that knew him he appeared; 
S.loſeph;lonne,who was aCarpenter(& 
coſequently that they noted in him ſuch 
a carriage as became the obelience of x 
Sonue to his Father :) and ſecondly, it 18 
cleare, that the YYiſedome of God becom- 
ming fleſh for our ſake, did abaſe it {clfe 
ſo farre, as to performe the ations, and 
ofhce of a Carpenter. And from thence 
it might come, that he taoke the manner 
of{peach which he often vſed afterward 
for exprefling his mind, & declaring his 
dodrine by Parables, and Stmihtudes ( as 
the ordinary cuſtome of the ewes did 
 _ beare )taken from the Flow, & Husband- 
#144.» men,and T illing,and Sowing, and thelike, 
in which a&atons the inſtruments that 
are made by Carpenters be'imployed , 
This laſt Lay,is maſtprobable, & con- 
ceaued generally to be true: but in the 0- 
ther point of being {ubje& euen to this 
fappoted Father of his, there is no place 
of doubt, without 1mpiety and herely , 
fincethe Holy Ghoſt himſelf affirmeth - 
| | By 


——— 
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_ By the way I cannot bur heere aske 
leaue of the Reader,to extoll and magni- 
fy the height of dignity , to which this 
holy Patriarch $ . Joſeph was aduanced, 
who as theB. Virgin was choſenfrom 
out of all mankind, to be the Mother of 
our Sauiour Chriſt; {ſo was he defigned 
from all eternity, as the fitteſt and wor«= 
thyeſt" in the whole world , to be the 
Guardian both of ham, & her . Heit was _ 
that afliſted in the Narjuity , Adoration , 
Circumciſion, and Preſentation ; He that ſe- 
cured the honour of the ſpotles Virgin 
from ſufpition; He that defended both 
him , and her, by his inceſſant labours , 
andendles cares (though accompanyed 
with vnſpeakable comforts) from dan- 
gers in that peregrination of Agypr; He 
that had fo familiar commerce wath 
Angells, and>was as it were the inter - 
pxeter of Gods ordinances to them both; 
He of whome it may be literally, and in 
. the higheſt degree of truth affirmed, that 
he wa WWE , Fidelis ſeruts Fqrudens , 


quem conſtitait Dominus ſuper familiam ſua . $141.24. | 


A faythfull feruant and wiſe, whom-God . 
ow +> NI, «did 
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40 The Widdowes Mite 
did place ouer his family. Q bleſſed fac 
mily ! or rather O Empire of Heaven v- 
pon Earth, which conliſted of the Sonne 
of God, who was,and 1s God, and of the 
Mother of God, who was and is an 1ma- 
culate Virgin . 

But 1t 1s no diſparagementto S. 10- 
ſeph,yeait 1s honour to him , that the B. 
Virgin beinfinitly preferred before him, 
both 1n dignity otherwiſe, and in the: 0- 
bligation as 1t were of duty, wherby our 
Sauiour Chriſt was more tyed to her, the 
to him . So as ſince our externall ations 
_ are qualifyed, and qught to he denomi- 
nated by ourintentions;how mpch more 
was our Sauijour Chriſt tobe accounted 
ſ\ubieX to oyr B. Lady, then to S, 1oſeph, 
and conſequently how much greater was 
the ſuperiority which ſhe had over him, 
then-S. leſeph had ? | | 

Let vs confider then, what a ſea, 
or rather what a world of excellency. 1s 
heereby inferred, ta haue been in the per- 
{on of opr B. Lady, of whame the Sonne 
of God was notonly borne for our ſal- 
. uation, but ta whome he continued{/du- 

© TIE le "_ 
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ring yery many years) ſo truely ſubie& 
for her exaltation; and for our 1nſtructi«. 
on: Let vs confider what prudence; and 


power togouerne, had beene infuſed 1n- 


to thatſoule of hers, which the Y/iſedome 
of God,the Word | ncarnate was 1ppointed 
to obey? And now it you will looke & 
little ypon the- m:{hke which 15 taken ,, 
that we accomprt her for the Queene of 
Angells, and Saints ;confider both how 
impiouſly, and how childithly withal ſhe 
15 denyed to beſo, they being but feruats 
and ſonnes adopted; whereas ſhe can- 
not without blaſphemy be denyed to 
haue beene ſo many yeares Superiour to 
the true, only ,& begotten Sonne of God, 
who 1s the Lord both of Saints and An- 
gells. Let others who haue not thelighe 
of tayth play the Hyprocrits in faying 
they feare toexceed in honour to our La- 
dy , leaſt thereby they ſhould derogate 
from that which they owe to our B . Sa- 
viour : bur let vs haue {cruples of offend 
God,and let vs continue to know that 
he receaueth a moſt acceprable honour 
atour hands by our profeſling devotion, 

4; A5 and 


42 The Widdowes (Mite . 
and profound fubiection to this ſacred 
Virgin, to whome the Lord of life was 
not only ſubie&, bur the. notice of it ig 
left to vs vpon record, that we might 
learne therby how to carry our ſelues ro-. 
wards his Mother by this example , and 
that!ſo much the more, becauſe after- 
wards ihe was to become alſo ours. 
And indeed though Chriſt had not 
beene {ubie& to her , Ke that only ſhe 


had receaued the happynes to cohabite 
with him ſolong, vnderthe ſame roofe; 
' euen from thence a po might 


be drawn for the proofe of her vnſpeak- 
able ſanity. Therefore was the Prophet 
Dauidiy carefull, to keep wicked perſons 
out of his houſe, becauſe he knew that , 
. Cam Santis ſuntius ery, & cumperucrſo per- 
werteris. The company of wicked perſons 
will peruert thee, but the {ociery of Saints 
will lan&ify thee. Whatthen muſt be our 
B. Ladyes caſe, through her continuall 
converſation with this Saint of Saints , 
but that her Vnderſtanding ſhould be 
3neſtimably ulluminated by the preſence 


 ofthat Sanneof Iuftice, which to: her'ne+ | 
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per ſet, & her Will be inflamed with the 1 
neighbourhood which ſhe had to thoſe 
exceflive ardours of that ſphere of Fire, 
whole very countenance Flach ſerued to 
heate frozen hearts, though it found. in 
the B, Virgin no ſuch matter , as that to 
worke vpon. And {( toconclude ) that 
from theſca of perfe&ion ,.vpon the top 


t | whereof ſhe was fo longlayliog with a 


c full & proſperous gale of the holy Ghoſt, 
e ſhe muſt needs be adorned and enriched 
: | with invaluable treaſures, which by mo+* 


ments 15 caſt vp into her lappe. 
The Scripture 15. not therefore ſo 
barren 1n deſcription of the excellency 
| of our B:Lady, as they whoenuy her ho- 
nour would fayne make themſelues be- 
lecue, butin divers parts thereof it 6's 
teth out ſundry thinges with ther circu- 
ſtances, whereby we may, (and muſt if 
| wewillnotbeas bad as beaſts)acknow- | 
ledge her to: be of fo incomparable anex- 
cellency ,as whereof theleaſt part catinot 
be arrived: to, by our higheſt thoughts. 
Nor were the flowers which grew in that 
h ; delicious garden of her heart withoura»"" 
bundance! 
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bundance of fruit, nor were thoſe cauſes; 
1 meane the priuiledges , & great preco. 
\ gatiues which ſhe had, without the effe& 
of moſt Heroicall yertuous ations, 
which may partly appeare by the obſer. 
vation of her proceeding 1n al things,but 
through the depth and maflines therof, 
cannot by any created ynderſtanding be 
penetrated , and admiredas they deter-= 
ue, 

There is nothing which ſerueth 
more to humble men , then to imploy 
themſelues 1n reading and pondering 
well cheliues of Saints ; for thereby we 
are taught tothinke our ſeluesto be thoſe 
poore creatures that indeed. we are . But 
whoſoeuer ſhall meditate vpon the a&i- 
ons of our BR. Lady , will find thatin 
compariſon of her, euen eminent Saints 
do fal much more ſhort,then we of them. 
And indeed they deſerue to be thought of 
inthe way of meditation, whicha kind 
of Conſirufio loct, as they callit, which 
may repreſent to our imagination , as 
well the circumſtances as the ſubſtance 


' thereof. They are innumerable amongſt 
our 
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our writers, who haue at large diſcour- 


ſed heerupon: as for me Iam ſo mindful _ 


both of my diſability and of breunty, that 
1 will but touch and go , like thoſe dogs 
ypon the bankes of Nilus, one of which 
might yet morecafily drinke that deep 
Riuer drye, then any man can with the 
ſtuddy of his whole life,expreſle theleaſt 
perfection of herleaſt Vertue, 

For by way of Parentheſfis ,or ras 
ther by way of a ſhort Preface,twopon= 
derations areto be made. Firft thar our 
B Lady did whatſoeuer ſhe did with 
perfet liberty;of will, though preuented 
and afliſted by the rich grace of God, to 
the very laſt point whereof, ſhe did moſt 
eminently cooperate as a moſt eleuared , 
ative, and lmely inſtrument ; and was 
notof no more vie ynto-herſelfethen a 
very ſtocke;or ſtone could be,according 


to that Manichean,or Mahometan Princt- 
ple; to which I would to God the Seta- 


ries of our age did notapproachſo/ncer. 
But as ſhe was Blefied who beleeued and 


conſented to the meſlage of the Angell, 


by the teſtimony of S, E/izaberh; fo could 


ſhe 


45 


The Widdowes Mite. 


46 


ſenting, if ſhe could not haue choſen but 
belecue & conſent, and with the ſelfeſame 
eleuated &; entire liberty ſhe performed 
all the reſt of her incomprehenſible a&i- 
ns. The ſecond point to be pondered, 
_ and well imprinted 1nour minds, 15 the 
Intenſe perfection, with al hera tions re. 
ceaued from the great degree of hergrace 
and the ſublime quality of her perſon ,ſhe 
being the Mother of God , who perfor- 
med them; anid the eminency wherwith 
the did them,being anſwerable to the dig- 
nity ofa moſt worthy Mother . 


CHAP.VI. 


Ixs T then let it be weighed with 
how great humility and charity ( 1m+ 
mediatly after that ſhe was made the Mo- 
ther of God ) ſhe went vp with haſt, to- 
| wardes the mountaynous part of that 
Countrey,to viſit and ſalute S. Eizrberh, 
It was no walke of recreation, but a long 
and laborious 10urney of foureſcore and 
' afteene miles after the Engliſh _ nt, 
rom 


ſhe not have been ſo1in beleening and cons 
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Nazareth to Hebron 
% Itisalready ſhewed by the excla- 
mationof $.Elizaberh, how far it is from 
the power of proud fleſh and bloud, tg 
fall into a due conſideration of ſuch hus+ 
mility,as this was for the Motherof God, 
and the bearer of him then in her ſacred 
wombe, to honour thus her ould kinſ- 
woman, with a yiſite that coſt her (o 
much paynes , But as S . Paul ſayd after- 
ward , Charitas Chriſti urget nos, we are 
vrged totheſe thinges by the loue which Cer, x: 
Chriſt hath borne vs : ſo did ſhe find her 
ſelfe more deeply wounded with the loue 
' 'of God, for the Incarnation of his Sonne 
(the Myſterywherof was then wrought) þ 
nor could ſhe find any reſt, till ſhe had ' 
made others happy by knowing of it, & 
| eſpecially ſuch as would be well diſpoſed 
- forthereceauing of ſuch glorious newes, 
| Andit may ſerue vs both for anendles 
cauſe of conſolation, and for an inuinci- 
blereaſon of encouragement to hope for 
great bleflings at the hands of God by her 
meanes,fincethe firſt ation that we find 
her to haue performed ( after her being 


made 


a 


c 
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made the Mother of God ) was tocagys 
municate her ſeit to hus creatures, befgfe 
whome, vpon that occaſion, fo many 
wonders were initantly wrought in that 
houſe 'of S. Elizabeth. 

For my part I can hardly meet with 

any thing in the life of our B,Lady which 

I find more admirably ſtrang;, then the 
contzmpr ſhe thewed of reputation, in 

not diſcharging the ſ{ufpition of S, Iofeph 

by ſome liccle proteſtation of her inno-« 

cency, when he reflz&ed ypon her be- 

ing ſo 'great-with child . She could not 

but know that he mult needs obſerue in 

what ſtate ſhe was,and it can hardly be 
imagined, but that thelittle countenance 

which peraduerture he caſt rowards her, 

mighc giue her aſſurance of how. il] he 

"N rookeit; wherein he went ſo far, as that 
thefcriptureſpeaketh of a defigne in him 
oy. to diſmuſle her f{ecrerly. Yet do we not 
find, that ſhe did euer {o much a's open 

her mouth towards her owne 1uſtificari- 

on . She knew that Tyme would be; his 
Teacher of Truth; ihe knew that ſhehad 
already giuen her felte away wholyto 

2604522 © God ; 


a 
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God; ſhe knew it was adefet to ſeeke or 
care for comfort at the hand oftreaturs ; 
and choſe rather to bell vnderſtood ,and 
miſtake, then ſhe would diſcouer a mar- 
ter which might ſo far make to herho- 
nourand aduantage, as to haue declared 
ber ſelfe to haue beene made the Mother 

of Chriſt, by the ouerſhaddowing of the 

Holy Ghoſt . | | 
_ _... Whenthetyme was come, whers 

in ſhe was.to bring forth the Bleſſed In 

fant that ſhe had borne, who 1s able to. 
comprehend the merit that ſhe ( being 
then theMother of God ,as much as ſhe 1s 

now) ſhould youchſafe to go in the md 
deſt of winter as far as Bethleem from Nas 
zareth,that being the ſpace of fourſcore 
and fixteen miles , to haue her name'en- 
rolled,and her head taxed by the Officers 
of a prophane Emperour; and at that 
1ourneyes end to- content her ſelfe with 
a Stable for want of better commodity ; 
and withclouts inſteed of robes; wherin 
to lodge, and wherewith to cloath tho 
King of Glory. Which rhough it doinfi« 
Ditly more weigh in the perſon of Chriſt 
Sage "0 "=" 
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The Widdowes Mite. 
rhen of hers, he being'God, aud ſhe being 
buta pure creature; yet ſo far is that from 
diminiſhing her excellency, as that ther. 
by 15 it fublmed . For without him thar 
patience & poucrty had not been exerci- 
ledbdya'Mother of God, but only by her 
as ſhe was otherwiſe,though euen other- 
wiſe ſhe: was the moſt excellent creature 
1n the whole world, the moſt perfealy, 
and highly -yertuons, the moſt beautifull 
and the moſt nobly borne. 

Our Sauiour Chriſt was not only 
her Sonne, but her Sauiour,her God, her 
Father;-and her Maiſter , and there was 
neuer any diſciple-who followed on fo 
neerc inimitation as ſhe did of him. And 
therfore, becauſe afterward he was plea 
ſed to becircumciſed, wherby he ſtiched 
a badge of {inne vpon his eoua ( not 
that he was bound therto, but- that he 
mightleaue an example,of Obedience to 
Ys) ſhethoughtit would become herallo 
to be purified according to the ordinary 
cuſtome of women, whereby it was ſup- 
poſed that (he was vncleane,and had rea« 
fon toſezkeſuch remedyes as were ſe Fig 

; | ted. * 


a 1 


e&d ynto by others ; whereas indeed ſhe 
had no more need of Purification , then 
Chriſt had of Circumciſion + for as he was 
without finne,ſo had ſhe euer been with. 
out the commerce of any other ſpouls 


of our Sauiour, & the: holy zeale ſhe hac 
ro give high examples: o vertue, made 
her glory 1n _ > bur thar which 
might ſerueto make heringlofious «1; ; 

Her flight to Zegypt gaue het:mot 


of ynſpeakable/humility., which gaue 
moſt bright luſtre to all her ations, Ac- 
cording to the diſcourſe of fleſh & bloud 
ſhe mighthaue made an{were to $. Toſeph 
when he declared the Angells meſlage/, 
that in all liklyhood he was miſtaken: 
Thar it became not the Sonne of God, 8 
God himſfelfe toflye from the faceoft an 
angry Tyrant:Thatifany fuch thing had 
beene ordayned, it was rather for her'to 
hauereceaued the Order then for 'him : 
That the warning was to ſhort , the pro- 


D 2 way 
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then the Holy Ghoſt : but the Ys 


only ſhame, butpaine, which yet ſheen-- 
tred 1nto, and accepted with that proofe -- 


uifi6to0 ſtrait, rhe iourniey roo long, the. 
ISITES | 


52 The Widdowes Mite. 
way too dangerous, the countrey too]. 
dolatrous, and Barbarous , themfelug; 
without attendance, and without lan: | 
guage, and{uch other cogitations of hy. 
mane prudence, or pride might eafily; 
hane occurred to any creature, her ſelfe! 
only excepted . But ſhe who had dedica.| 
ted herſelte already to the feruice of Al. 
mighty God, by the name of cAncill, 
that is a Bondſlaue, or Hanamayd , meant 
nothingleſſethen toreſume her graunt; 
but:did that which King Dawia deſcri-f 
#ſalar2 beth in the Plalme; Sigur ocali ancills in 
manibu dvming ſue 70% theeyes of the 
| handmayd are ypon the hands of her Mi- 
ſtreſſe, fo wereher eyesvpon the bandes 
of her Lord, and Maiſter . She expected 
not that he ſhould cgeueale any thing to 
her (as he had doneto 8 . Toſeph ) by his 
owne,or by an Angells yoyce , but ſhe 
contented her ſelfe with Beckes or S1enes, 
that1s, with the leaſt ſignification of his 
diuinepleaſure. In conformity whereof,| 1 
this being at midnight, ſhe 1nſtantly put] t 
herſelfe ypon the departure, and: conſe- 
quently ypon'the ſuſtayning' ( for-the- 
. ſpace 
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01. ſpace of tyme; to which there was no 11- 
lues if mit put ) of more incommodityes then 
lan: | weare able to imagine; not feeling or 
bu: Jrather not: weighing (for that delicate 
Jconſtitution could not choſe but feeleto 
# the extreme offence of fleſh and bloud ) 
| theardour of that intemperate Climate , 
| through the much more excefliveinward 

heate of loue, to the ſacred humanity/of 
our B.S2uiour, which did both conſume, 
and yet withall incredibly comfort her 
deare and tender hart. 
They had not beene long returned 
from thence into Paleſtine, but that every 
yeare at Eaſter, they began to pertorme' 
a pilgrimage from - their poore Home 
( which was then in Galilie') to leruſateys 
being foureſcore and ten mil:s forward, 
and as much backeward,, that ſo they 
might aſliſt at the Ceremonyes & Sacrz- 
fices of that holy tyme and place. In-this; 
ſheconrinued till the: very death & Paf-; 
{10n af our B. Sauiour. Two other feaſts * 


led Hebdomadarum of the YYeckes, or of 
Pentecoſt ; the other T abernaculoram;of the 
wi” | D 3 Taber bh 
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there were beſides thatof Eaſter,onecal- th | 


= 8 The Widdowes Mite, 
Tabernatles, wherupon- men were tyed tg 
go to Hieruſalem'by _—_— , though 
women were not obligedotherwiſe then 
by voluntary deuotion. Butour B. Lady, 
whoſe buſtnes'wavto fill the world with 
the odour ofa. moſt excellent example, 


didin all likelihood: put her felfe to the 


that ſhe performed this of Eaſter. And as 
aman. had need bea great Saint , who 


coprehed the leaſt degree of that ſanity 
wherwith our B. Lady (hauing euer the 
Sonne of God in her eye, and the will of 
God in her heart )madeſo many millions 
of moſt holy paſes: ſo he is no Chriſtian, 
yea and notſo much as a reaſonable crea- 
rure, thatſhall not'carry a kind of com» 


tioned as ſhe was, who' meaſured .lo ma- 
ny thouſand miles with her ſacred , but 
weary feet, although there had beene no. 
thing init, but the very labour, which 
yet int her caſe was'the leaſt . 

. * How good cheap do gur Goflips 


payn of both theſe other iourneys,as well 
as we are certainly tould'by Scripture, | 


would enable himſelffully to conceaue& 


paſſion, toa perſon euery way fo condi- 


ſpeake | - 
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ſpeakeimpiouſly/, by {pzaking meanely 
of this ſacred Vargin/? But their muddy 
ſouls are far from confidering, that.not- 
withſtanding hers was full,not only of 
innocency , butabſolute perteaizan , yer 
her body-was neuer free from beitgim - 
ployed vpon penall actions of faſting, 
watching, praying, paſling through the 
heates, and colds of moſt redious and la- 
borious iourneys , with that obied for 
her eyes to look continually vpon ,which 
ould Simeon had ſer before her; Ertuam 
iv/ius animam doloris gladins prriranſioit > 
And the {wotdot ſorrow ſhalleuen paſle 
and pierce thy very ſouls Qur:$amour 
Chriſt had the chalice of his barrerPaſli o 
alwayes in his fight, and theB.Virzin 
had theſword of forrow in hers:;which 
was ſpiritually indeed, but molt traly; 
and really to ftrike her through< 7,» 


"CHAP, VIL:- F249, 
= | + ! <] IP 
T H# height and perfettion 'of her 
- ownecondition, made. hernotcon-> 
deſcend thelefle towards the feeble; and 
9 24 D 4 fraile 
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frayleſtate of others,as the manner often 
is with the men & women of this world 
todo. A proofe heerof may betaken from 
her gracious proceeding at the marriage 
of Cana of Galiley, where ſhe found her 
ſelfe, & that for the preſent , withaut her 
Sonne . For the Text afhrmeth., That he 
was inuited afterward;, togeather with 
his difciples; and it is moſt probable that 
ſhe was the cauſe thereof, as ſhe:is now 
incomparably more the occaſion of the 
comming ofour B, Sauiour, I ſay not,to 
the marriage of others , but to eſpouſe 
himfelfeto the foules of ſuch as dehire it 
by her meanes . 

Itwas much for our B. Lady 'toler 
herſelfe fal fo low, as to be preſent at the 
celebrating of a marriage : Which haw- 
{oener 1t be an hangurable, and lawfull 
ſtate, yet1s it far fromthe purity & per- 
fe&tion of Virginity; as al Virginity of 0- 
thers 15 incomparably inferiourto that of 
our B. Lady; and the obies thereof are 


meanerh 1nutolably to;be chaſt . It ſee- 
meth to haue beene made amongſt the 
47 F poorer 


fachas yield no\pleaſure-to a ſoule that. 
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poorer fortof wen ; whoſe conuerſatt- 
on ſhe chiefly, and only loved, when ſhe 
{aw the King of heauen ſoimpoueriſhed 
for-our ſakes; that he wanted a cradle/af- 
ter he was borne, a houſe wherin to liue, 
anda bed wheron to dye. - | 
Hereyes gaue her tovndetſtand, 
that at the wedding dinner the wine had 
fayled, 8& ſhe who had thoſe very bowels 
of compaſlion about her ,where1n,Mercy 
itſelfe had taken the natureof man;could 
not choſe bur declare-their neceflity to 


_—_— mw XY. La | Wwe p—__ co 
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| »0n habemt, They haue no wine. And 
howſoeuer the late Aduerſaries of our B. 
Ladyes Honour,taxe her of preſumption 
inſo doing, ynder the colour of I-know 
not what-Pedantiicall,or Grammaticall 
| interpretation ofſome words in the text 
| ( whichafterward I ſhall haue occaſion 
| to mention) yet theeffe& which inſtant» 
ly followed-( namely the working of the 
|. maracle;and that as ſhe deſired, & which 
, our Sautour-did rather ſhew that he had 
no 1nclination of: his owne to-worke at 
that ty me, if his B. Mother had not, as a 
516 Ds man 


him who was belt able tordlieue it:;Yoaum pou, go - 
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man may ſay,euen induced him a little-to 
breake his paſe) giueth ſufficient aſſuran. 
ce that her memoriall, which he-ſubſcri- 
| bed ſocafily, was gratefull to him, and 
that it was to be no ill way for vs to ob- 
tayne any thing at the hands of Chriſt if 
we ſhonld make his B . Motherour inter- 
cefiour . ty 

It ſhe had found that they had been 
in waftof bread, which is the: moſt ne- 
ceflary ſuſtenice of mans life, it ſeemeth 
thatin charity ſhe had cucn been obliged 
to begge, and procure reliefe for them, 
burhnce ſhe had ſo much compaſſion for 
their only want of wine, which 1s a crea- 
eurethat ſernueth rather for recreatis then 
for neceſſary refetion ; we 'are taught 
heereby how 'deare a Mother ſhe 15 to- 
wards her children; 8& that her piety ex- 
tendeth-not only to/ the obtayning of 
ſuch thinges without which-we cannot 
ſine at Fo an of ſuch others'alſoas with- 
out which we cannot live with:comfort . 
That wine was good, and for ſuchit was 


* es x. Prayſed inthe Ghoſpell; but meliors ſuns 


vbera tua Vino, thy breſts,o Blefſed Lady; 


are 


are better then the beſt wine, that is, the 
dearnefſe of aftetion and fauour wher- 
with thou doſt obtayne helpes for ys, is 


_ 


d no lefle eftimable aud honourable often 

þ ty mes,then are the yery helps themſelues. 

f | Out of thele degrees of Humility , 3. 

l Purity, Patience, and\Charity. grewthat 
heighr of Forcitude which ſhe expreſſed ; 

"ps at the Paſſion of our B.Sautour, at which 

i tyme in effet there was nothitgels a- 


monz(t the creatures to content the eyes 
of Almighty God. The Synagogue was, 
corrupt, the Apoſtls were fled all but one : 
who was there to receaue ( as it were by 
letter of Atturney, from al mankind)the 
rich legacy of the B.' Virgin for his 'Mo« 
ther, and 1n his perſon for ours, as Se Am Ambr , 
broſe doth teach vs. One of his Apoſtles 14: 19. 
had out of frailty denyed him, another 23- #* : 
with prodigious malice, auarice, and hy- "4 
m_y betrayed him , the reſt forſooke 
1m-: but the B.. Virgin fayled not there | 

- toprelent her ſ{elfetoreceaue the fullfil- 
ling of that Propheſy, which ould'Simeos _ | 
- madeatthetyme of her Purification, cot | 
cerning the ſword offorrow to pierce & 
paſſe 


- \ —_ 
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paſſe through her hart, wherof Thaue al- 
ready ſpoken. This ſword did ſhe receaue 
into her, not-{o as tobe defeated of her 
ſenſes by it, as ſome bould or filly Pain- 
ters have repreſented; but ſhe did it ian- 
_ ding faſt, by the Croſle, to ſhew that ſill 
E ſhe wasfull Miſtreſle of her (elfe, & thar 
her ſorrowthough 1t were withoutlimits 
( yponthe fight of ſuch afli&ion layd y- 
pon thatfacred Humanity of her -Sonne ) 
was yet ouerwrought by a perfed reſig- 
nationof all; intothe hands of God, and 
anentiereapprobation of al that Paſſion 
for the redemption of the world, how- 
foener the Action on the Crucifiers part 
did highly offend her,though ourSautour 
felt not the leaſt offence in his -body 
>... which did not {lice asic were her very 

ye {ouleinſunder : 
There was nothing 1n.our B, Lady 
whichdeſerueth notto be eſtcemed,as /3- 
ge ſauperioris ordinis,& therfore when after 
the Paſſion » the RelucreRtion of- our Sa- 
uiour was by ſome, in ſomeſort,expeted 
(among whom the microur of Pennance 
the holy enamoured Saint Mary Magde- 
EN cn 


&ion rather then fayth ( becauſe it was 
compounded of hope and feare )ran to 
the ſepulcher to ſee whatthere had hap- 
pened ) it is not read of the glorious Vir. 
gin( the rocke of whoſe fayth was not 
only not to bebatrered , but euen not ſo 
much as touched with the lighteſt -waue 
of infidelity , or doubt) thatſheſomuch 
a5 once ſtirred from thoſe contempla- 
tions wherin ſhewas imploying her high 
thoughts ;bur ſhe attended the: accom- 
pliſhment of that whereof ſhe was alrea- 
dy more certaine without ſeeing, then 
her eyes could 'make her. Though we 
doubt not, but that bothour B. Sautour 
appeared inſtantly to her after the Re- 
furre&tion, and that the cauſe”'why ſhe 
forbareto record her appearance at the 


toenioy the firſt moment of our B, Saui- 
ours preſence, but to ſhew both what her 
fayth was, and what kind of thing ours 
-oughtto be. $OTOY 

The Holy Scripture indeed ſayth; 
that firſt our Sauiour appearedto' S\ 


Mary 


o 
[4 
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ley was one, who' with incredible affe- 


Sepulcher , was not for want of thirſt” '|. 2 
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Mary Magdalen, and of the truth thereof 
no Chriſtian doubteth; butfo yet with- 
all we: vaderſtand thoſe wordes to be 
meant of ordinary perſons, & who were 
need to haue their fayth confirmed, {and 
cuer with exception to our B.. Lady ,of 
whome:'S. Ambroſe, who wel had weighed 
theafornamed place of Scripture. , doth 
yet atlirme , that ſhe was ze/tts prima; Re- 
ſarrectionis Dominice , our Bleſſed Lady 
was the. firſt witnes of the Reſurretton 
of our Lord, ES 
Theſeare the moſt exprefle Attti-- 
buts, Excellencies and actions of our B. 
Lady-,-whereof the Holy Ghoſt 1n the . 
Ghoſpell maketh mention 1n few, but uw - 
finitely maſſy words; for there 9-09) pg q 


of them which concerneth her; thawton- 


T3, 


pacity . And as in humane knowle 
15the faſhion for Profeſſoursto hag! 


tayneth not Myſteries ae kromed - 4. 
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Ignorance When they. cannot Wigia rea- © 


ſonof hard thinges by turning tt over ta, 
certayneſympathies , and ſecret proper» 
tyes: ſon the vnderſtanding of Scrip- 
tare,it is as ordinary on the other hde, 


with 


three years of age, till immediatly before 
the Annunciation, of her diuine life af- 
ter the Paſſion in the ſociety of the belo. 
ned diſciple of Chriſt, then her Sonne S, 
of her miraculous Aſſumption 


| Jobp,an 


o 


with me that would be thought to know- 
all, to make a poore Paraphraſe, vpon' a 
Text, acid to ſay bouldly that noother 
thing 1s theant by it, then the little which 
they haue beene able to expreſle . Wher- 
as ygtin truth there 15 no doubt, but that 
the paſlages of holy Scripture , and eſpe- 
cially when they ſpeake/of our Sauigur 
Chriſt, and that which concerned him 
ſo neere as doth his holy Mother,docon- 
raine Infinite miſteryes: They looke both 
vpward and downeward , forward and 
batkwatd; and on all fides;as I ſhall ſhew 
afrerwardz & are not to becomprehen- 
ded by anyone ,. till we may fee as we 
halbe ſeenein'thenexrt life. And:as for 
many other prerogatiues-and exccllen- 
cyss of -our B . Lady which appeareto 
ſuch as peruſe the Ecclehiaſticall Hiſto- 
ryes, both concerning her. moſt deuouer 
| educatis cotinually in the Temple from 
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anto heauen, which 15 recorded (to omit 
others ) by '$. [ohn Damaſcen, that great 
Saint, and great Scholler, & great Chap- 
plaineot our B. Ladyes,ro haue beene at 
that tyme ( which 1s almoſt' nine hun- 
diedyeares ago Jveleeued and-receaued 
in the Church by a Tradition, which 
thenhefayd was Ancient. Theſe things, 
I fay., with many others Ipaſle over, 
partly , becauſe with Catholikes they 
would be need|es, as being already ſo no- 
torioully knowne and by them ſopiouſ- 
ly1mbraced; and partly. becauſe for the 
inſtruction of Caluiniſts they will noc 
be of -much weight , becauſe forfooth 
they are not regiſtred in Holy Scripture, 
. -Iproceed-further, and will ſhew in 
few. wordes howlittle reaſon they haue, 
who laying aſide fo many and expreſſe 
 paſlages of holy Scriprureas I haue men- 

tioned , which do highly honour our B, 

Lady ( both» in the Attributes 1t giuerh, 

& by the ations whichit deſcriberh )do 

catch greedily at three or foure others , 

which-when they haue conſtrued like 

Schoole-mailters rather then Daves q 

| they 


»” Ws. 


(which in their harts they canot endure) 
may be obſcured thereby : wheras it et- 
ther grace or reaſon did preuaile, it wold 
teach them rather to rule doubttull , and 
obſcure paſſages by plaine ones; ttien'oh 
the contrary fide fnch as are expreſle , by 
others that are obſcure; and 1n true ac- 
compt, conclude nothing but by way of 
inference made without booke , 


z 


CHAP; VIII; 
J vil therefore in this place by way of 


conclufion,for as much as concerneth 
Scripturein relation to our B. Lady, ex- 
tract a few periodes, which I haue found 
in effe& togeather in that holy man Cant- 
ſas, writing of this admirable ſubie& , 
whete he {etteth downe in a cluſter, that 
which 1s found in Scripture butin ſeue- 
ral paſſages,asſo many diſtin grapes of 
the old Teſtatnent , being ſo interpreted 
by the Fathers and Docouts of the Ca- 
tholike Church ; and thoſe others alſo of 
the new,being expreſſed plainly without 
Wo. - Ft | higure 
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. they hope the excellency of ourB. Lady 
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| "av ** tigure as my ſelfe haue heere already rela. 
miſusef.ted themgbut 1na more ſcattered maner. 
(9)%ern. and now'to make a faire full point , I 
erm, de | 
B.Virg. thought.good;, to fee if by drawing all 
(c) Hier, thfeſ=:{cuerall beames into one burung 
_, 4dSalu- olaſie,; I might 1nflame the Reader to 
© more devotion . He ſheweth then in his 


(a) L 
Hi firit booke of the B. Virgin, and 2.Chap- 


upra 
E/iber , ter, how ſhe was the (+) woman whoſe ſeed 
(C045 promiſed in- Paradiſe ;, She was (®) the 


rect 

- doug irue KR ebecca; The true ( ©) Iudith s The true 
Ct) bern, (©) Eſther The truc (© temple and Sandlu- 
"0 ary af God propheſied by Ezechiel, and the 
> mſſus:ft. Very way of Satiits ;Shewas aboundantly ce 
- (8) lbid. lebrated in ſpirit by (f). Salomon yz She was 
(0 that which Moyles ſaw in the (8) buſh and 
ſer. fignu | | «21, 

* magnum Pres That which Aaron (t) ſawtin the rod 
(1) Ibid. ang flower. ; The Orientall gate of (' ) Eze- 


; wy chiel 3The flece and dew forſhewed #0 (*) 
ſuper BS 
p Feifece . cob; aud from whence that beame proceeded 


0 4mb. which did illuttrate the whole world; Shewas 
ey the myſticall Arke of the (=) Teitament , 
© - de afjum. which comteyned the bread both of -men and 
 B.U'Þv.-Angells; She was the golden propittatory; The 


IJ OS throne of that true (*) Salomon; The Prin- 
| | | | | C66 


CE) 
Li 


fu 


Gedegn; The flare whith roſe ont of (\) 12+ 


"The VViddenes ite. 


6) 
I u#lly repoſe . 

Il! 149 < hs inthe new Teſtament, behold 
g that ynited which before you ſaw {car- 
o tered, and conſider the weight of thoſe 
is hardia of the Gholpell ſpoken, exther tg 


j her, or by her, or = her . 44 hayle, Otheu | 


4 8 ful of grace Our Lord is with thee, Thou haſt Cai, þ 4 h 


found fauout or grace with God, He hath done 1. de B. 
 ) irgin' 


" 2, 


great thinges to me who is powerfull, All Lene- 
rations ſhall call me Blſſed , Bleſſed ts4he 
s wombe which bare thee , Bleſſ ed are the breſts © 
4 that gaue thee ſuck i How.commeth it 20 paſſe 
; that the mother of my Lord ſhouldviſue mes 
/ Bleſſed art thou among: women, and bifſed's 
[ 


the fruite. of thy wombe:; She. alone tt 45. of 
whome. the _ doth ioyfully profeſſe, that 


tis of the holy Ghoſt which.is hoxne in hers 


| .& he alone unto cy Þ-0 the Angell did en _ 
that the Holy, which was tobe bo 


ſhow! d be called tbe $ onne of Gods $ 3 ad 4 | 
t9 whome the Archanrvellyhbe Wes wel ont 


h:aten, and $.. Elizabeth wpane 
lebrate with (uch ſublime prayies. Fl | 
Lag ,and this he hewetht«/;1 
E 2 


ces Court; The (®) bed of honour, wherein the (0) 4 
Lord, and Kt p , heauer did moſt delights thiderss 


; = 
: 
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In fine Ido much defire, that Ca. 


tholikes for their comfort , & Caluiniſts 


for the conuerſion of their {oules to de- 
uotion, & tendernes towards this ſacred 
Virgin, may refortto this excellet work 
of Caniſius, where they ſhall ſee, belides 
the euidence of theſe things whatſoeuer 
they can expe from any man, concer- 
ning the greatnes of our B. Lady, moſt 
excellently delwuered, & clearely proued 
not only by the Scripturs of both Teſta- 
ments, but by the authority of the Fa- 
thers of the Church in al ages,& of theſe 
Fathers [ will in dueplace viea fewteſti- 
monyes,betore I end this diſcourſe, & by 
thoſe few , the ſpirit of the reſt may be 
coceaued. Therfore itis great peruerſnes, 
and a finne euen againſt common lenle, 
that ſince there are ſo many places of 
Scripture, which teſtify our B. Ladyes 
perteions, thoſe few others which they 
imagine to bein her preiudice, muſt yet 
be rather oppoſed ynto thoſe former by 
theſe men, then any way reconciled , or 


ranged vynder them . 


Yetindeed what can they argue oue 
of 


| their want of wine, do ſhew that ſhe was 


| buked her, They tranſlate thoſe wordes, 


The Widdowes Mite . 
of thoſe very places? They ſay, that the 
words of our Sauiour; Quid mibi, & t1ibt 
mulicy, which he vſed at the marriage of 
Cana,in anlwere of her ſuite,concerning 
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worthy of reprehenfion, and that he re- 1 £2 


Woman what haue I to dowith thee? and 
they inferre thereby, that our B. Sauiour 
gaue therein a great checke to his ſacred 
Mother; whereas it1s.plaine , that they 
were only ſpoken for the inſtruction of 
them that heard, & of vs that read them; 
to ſhew that he was not to manifeſt 
himſelf as God by working of Miracles, 
till the tyme appointed by his Father, 
& therfore it15 that he ſayd alſo further; 
Nondum venit hora mea, My houre1s not. 
yet com,as allo to make the world know 
that weare more to reſpet the immedi= 
ateand knowne ordinance of God, then. *. 
the ſuite of friends, though neuerſo pious. | | 
and meritorious . 

I omit to ſhew that thoſe wordes 
do morenaturally fignify to this effe& ; 
Luid mihi, & tibi* What haue thou, & I ;,,,. A 

| E 3 ro 
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- todo with their want' of wine. Asif he 
had ſayd ; This is uot ſach neceſſity as rughr 
10 vige me towards the working of miracles (6 
ſoone , But whatſoener the words crudely 
taken may ſeeme in ſome conſtruRion to 
{ay ;certayne it 1s, that when our Sauiour 
had made vs know by them, that which 
he intended we ſhould learne, he not on- 
ly diſpoſed himſelf inwardly to ſhewthat 
mercy by meanes of our B. Ladyes pray- 
ers (euen as It werebefore his own tyme 
appointed ) butby the manner beheld in 
ſpeaking the words, and by the gracious 
countenance which he vſed, he gaue her 
enidently to vnderſtand that be would 


graunit her ſuite. For other wiſe,1t wou!d -| 


nothaue become herdiſcretion to have fo 
inſtantly required them that ſerued atthe 
dinner to be punRtuall in performing of 
whatſocuer her Sonne ſhould require of 
them. Yea, and by the circumſtances of 
the Text / which deſcribe the/aRion ſuc- 
ceeding after a moſt particuler manner , 
in fuch{ort, asif they had not beene for- 
warned, 1t 1s morally certaine that they 


would haue made ſome fault) itis moſt | 


proba- 


probable that our B. Samour did notons 
fr let her know that he would do the 
thing, but in what manneralſo hewould 
doit And thisart leaſt 15 cofefled,thatthe 
miracle was wrought, immediatly after 
our Ladyes ſuite was preſented : which 
15h reall proofe of her greatnes; and: the 
acceptablenes of her prayers in the fight 
of God: and this truth deſerueth to purt'to 
eternall Gilence wbatſoeuer conceipr 15 
framed out of thoſe wordes to her diſad- 
uantage - tF' 
In like manner do they vrge; how 
our Sauiour Chriſt (being ſought by our 
B. hady,and S. loſeph, and found at laſt 
in the Temple, & made acquainted with 
the much care which they had vſedinfee- 


king him)an{wered thus; 9uid eff quodme L's .1. 


querebatis , an neſciebatts quia inhis que Pa- 
tris mei ſunt oportet we eſſe ? Why did you 
ſeek me, knew you not that | was to 1m- 
ploy my ſelf in thoſe things which cocer. 
ne theſeruice of my Father ? But as in the 
former caſe,ſo in this alſoit is cleare; that 
when he had taught the world by thoſe 
wordes, that men were to preferre their 
E 4 obli- 
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obligations to God before any tendernes 
towards their fleſh and bloud , to be ſure 
that they ſhauld haue no colour to per- 
{wade themſelues, vpon this Ka aun 
that he would diſparage , or diſcontent 
his holy Mother, the text 1immediatly ad- 
10yns,thathe went away with them who 
ſought & found him,and that he came to 
Nazareth, Et erat ſabditus ills. , and he 
there lived vnder them in {ubieaion': 
whereby if men were not wholy blinde, 
they would both be content to acknow- 
ledge this truth , That it is infinitly a 
greater dignity to haue God for her Son, 
and her {ubieR, then to be the Superiour 
and Empreſſe of all things created; and 
conlideralſo heere,as ſoon as he had per- 
formed the office of a DoRaur, he made 
haſt to reſtorethe B . Virgin to her poſ- 
{eſlionof him againe as his Mother. 
Another offer there is made to im- 
peach theexcellency of our B, Lady v- 


, potithis occaſion. Our B .Sauiour ha- 


ung prey a miracle 1n_ the Syna- 
o0gUue, was ſought by the Phariſyes to be 
geſtroyed, heretyred himſelfe to the ſea 
s : _- fade, 
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The Wildowes Mite: 73 
fde, and on ſhipbord. he preached'to. the 
people in huge multitudes , he wrought 
there innumerable miracles, he retyred 
himſelfe but was yet ſq preſſed by the b- 
people , as that they gaue him. not. ſo 
much astymeto cate . Out of the tender- 
nes of loue, bothin regard of his hunger, 
and of his danger, his B .. Mother , and 
ſome of their kinred wereſollicitous , 8 
they of the people who were next, inter- 
rupted his ſpeach with ſaying, thus; Zece 
Mater tua, & fratres tui fors quarunt tes wer, ya 
Behould thy Mother , and thy Brethren - | 
( that is thy kinsfolks ſtand without! & " 
ſeeke thee; and he anſwearing ſayd, 944 "IF 
eſt mater mea, &r fratres mei? Who 15 my 
Mother, and my brethren? and behoulding 
them that ſate about him he ſayd, Bebould my 
Mother, and my brethren; for he that doth 
the will of God he is my brother, my ſiſter, and 
my Mother. This placeis much1n thediſ- 
courſe of ſome,as 1f it were indiminution 
of our B, Ladyes eminency,, which yet 
yieldeth ſolittle ground for an obieQtion, 

as that, even for this very reaſon, 1t-1s. 
hardly capable of an anſwere, The occa» 
E 5 fon 
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fon of that ſpeach was this. Our B , $4). 
uwiour was moſt wickedly and fooliſhly 
flaundred by the Scribes thatcame down 

thither from Hieruſalem,thathe was him. 
ſeltepoſſeſſed with Beel/ebab, and that in 
the ſtrength of that maiſter-diuell, he did 
caſt out others of inferiour rancke. Our 
S$4utour did not- only demonſtrate the 
fallhood, and the extreme abſurdity of 
thatallegation, but he did withal 1nſinu« 
ate, that euen they knew as much; and 
that'of meere & perfet malice' they had 
layd thatimputatiovpon him againſt the 
ditamen of their own conſcience , With 
all he denounced againſt them the finall 
danger that they were 1n, by ſaying that 
all other ſinnes ſhould be forginen to the ſounes 
of men, only that the (ines and blaſpnemyes 
arainſi the Holy Ghoſt ( wherby the finnes 
of deſperate & confirmed malice which 
1mpugneth a knowne truth ,are vnder- 
ſtood )ſhou/d neaer beforgiuen, but puniſh-d 
with eternity of hell fire ; The repreſentatio 
of which verity being made by our B.Sa+ 
uiour, with ſo great hberty, inthe yery 

teeth of them whom it concerned as par« | 
| LYCS, 
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tyes/and who did fo viperouſly defire to 
bire him *ro' death, might. reaſopably 
moue his friendes, toretyre him our of 
thoſe dangers, wherein they ynderſtood 
him to be, and to aske for audierice.. But 
our Sautour defyring not to ſecure him- 
ſelfe, but to ſaue thole people, ſeemed' to 
lay afidethat perition , and ſtill ro attend 
to their inſtrutzon ., So as this exception 
taken by the Caluiniſts can proceed frs 
no other cauſe, then a great ingratitudes 
to God, a great oppoſition to our B.La- 
dy,and a great contrariety to common 
ſenſe, that the ſpeaches which our Saut- 

- our vſed to make it apparant tothe wcrld 
how infinitely, dearly ,and tenderly he 
would Joue both all them and vs, who 
would performe the will of God his Fa- 
ther, by ſaying that he would reckon of 
them no worſe thenif they were hisown 
fleſh and bloud, ſhould ſerue to no other, 
end with rhe, but only to derogatefrom ** 
thatrſameflzth and bloud, yea from his B. 
Mother her ſelfe, who was the only pre: 
cious creature from whome he fetched al 
his ſacred humanity. WR 2 


Another 
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_-. Anotherlike this laſt 1s, the exce 
tion which is taken from a like {peach of 
our B . Sautours, which he vttered y pon 
2 like occaſion . He was inſtructing his 
diſciples both in what manner, and in 
what wordes , they were to maketheir 
prayers to God; and at the end theraf, he 
was alſo conuincing ſome of the Iewes , 
by prouing , that he did notcaſt out one 
divell by another , but by the power of 
God. The multitude admired, though 
ſome few calumniated him; and whileſt 
he was delivering moſt profitable do- 
Arines,a woman inthe company(being 
as it wererapt into an Extaſy. of admi- 
ration, toſee both his diuine preſence, 8& 
his ſupernaturall workes, and to heare 
wathall thoſe wordes of Eternall Life, 
which were deliuered by his heauenly 
mouth)could not containe her ſelfe from 
exclayming thus; Beatus tia te por= 
Luc , n'» tauit, & vbera que ſuxi/i : Blelle 
wombe that bare thee, and the breaſts 
that gauethet ſucke , Wherupon heſayd,; 
Ouinimo beati , qui audiunt verbum Dei , & 
coſt odinnt illud. Yea, bleflcd are ls 
Icare 
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heare the word of God, and keep it. 
Theſe men(who are {o wiſely zealous of 
the Sonnes honour, as that they cannot 
forbeare to be: carping at his Mother = 
pon all occaſions ) would inferre alſo by 
this paſſage,asif our Lady were no better 
then one of vs, if we ſhall procure to be 
the ſeruants of God; drawing ( as I ſayd 
before) a reaſon of honouring herleſſe 
from that which miniſtreth none at all, 
but giueth vs only cauſe thereby to con- 
lider the dignity of our owne yocati- 
ON » 
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But indeed, it 1s not our B. Lady, 
who 1s immediatly and principally com. 
meded by thegood woman of this Ghoſ= 
pell, but 1t15 our B , Sautour ; and ſhe 1s 
prayſed there, but ypon thereaſon of ha- | 
uing brought him into the world,and for 
being the choyce cabinet of ſuch apreci- 
ou5 lewell as ſhe eſteemed him; and ther- 
foreitis ſo much the moreabſurdly done, 
toinferre by the declining which ourB. 
Sauiour made from his own prayſes, that 
he meantany way todiminiſh thedigni- 
ty of his Mother. And yet Wm 
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this conſideration for the an{were of our 
Sauiour ,.1t 1s it felte ſo pregnant inthe 
proofc of what I i+ as that it ncedeth 
nottobe much inforced. 

, For farit 1t may be conſidered, that 
he was 1n a great, multicude of people, 
That he was treating about the ſtate of 
their ſoules, That he was in the a& of 
working a miracle, at theend whereof 
the people were already drawneinto ad» 
miration, and whileſt be might expect to 
reap the ae of their conuerhon (which 
was to be ripened by driuing g away qut 
of their minds thoſeclouds ab 19norance 
andobſcurity, and thoſe ſtormes of ma-» 
lice and envy; this paſſionaly affe&ionat 


& deuout woman, with niore feruour of 


louing zeale, then exat conſideration of 
all due circumſtances, brake oft. by her 
exclamation that profitable diſcourſe of 
our'B. Sauiour, to which he with diuing 
wiſedome made. the aforeſayd an{were : 
Wherby they mightynderſtand how true 
it was, that as his Mother was 4ncompa- 
rably. happy , {o ſhould they allo be,ac- 
cording to their mealure, if they, would 
maks 
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make their benefite of thoſe inſtruRions, 
thartrom tyme to tyme he gaue thiem 3&6 
about which he was in a particuler en- 
deauour at thatinſtant., and thertore 4c 
it 15 no meruaile1t he did notcherih the 
diſtration which {peach had xcauled 1n 
the hearers . 

But leaſt of all other places doth this 
decreaſe the extent cf our B . Ladyes fe- 
licity , for by 1t we learne that ſhe was 
doubly happy- Happy ſhe was, becauſe 
her wombe had borne the Sautour of the 
world, and becauſe her breaſts had gwen 
him (ucke; for our Sautour Chriit did 
not reuerſe this ſentence of the holy wo=- 
man pronouced ypon her, which though 
it were not then ſoſealonable, was:yetin 
itſelf moſt highly true.Nor could he who 
was Truth itſelfe ſay that to be vatrae, - 
which the holy Ghoſt by the B-. Vargins 
owne ſacred mouth , had-tormerly-pros 
nounced concerning her being/Bleſled , 
in that diuine-Canticle of the.M agnficats 
And happy againe we hnd that ſhe was, 
ſince bythe teitimony of our B-Saujour 


they all are happy , who heare the wer 
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creatite did euer-come lo cloſe to the kee- 
ping of the word of God, as the who had 
4n-her ſacred wombe kept God humſelfe, 
who was, and 1s-the Y/org, to which ſhe 
communicated all the Humazity that it 

had, whoſe preſence afterward ſhe con- 

| tinually enioyed, during the whole tyme 
of his aboad on earth? whoſe perfeions 
ſheimitated , whole Church whileſt the 

ſuruwed ſhe inſtructed, and whoſe king- 

dome, now thar ſhe' 15 aſlumed into hea- 

uen, the hath beaurifyed, And al this be- 

cauſe Almighty God who made her the 

Mother of God,made her 1n all reſped to 

beas worthy of that incomprehen(ible 

vocation, as the ſtate of 2 creature could 

be capable, and with which alſo: ſhe did 
concurre after'an ynconceuable :maner , 
Now to be a Mother, and a Mother wor- 
thy of God himſelfe implyeth ſuch moit= 
_ raynes of perfeQion, as even hill; and-ex- 
ceed the world,and from which the leaſt 
graine cannot be taken in any dilcourſe 
of reaſon ynder the pretenceeither of ho- 
ly Scripture, or commonſenſe, 


But 


theword of God and keep it; for what - 
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- ©» Butit were well { finceitisfo eaſe | 


that it were no worſe, bur that our Ad- Conflat. 


d uerſaryes would only diminiſh the Ho. Copron.. 
N nout of our Bleſſed Lady by fecking to eey a” 
F proue , thatſhe was: leſle excellent , ,, ins; 
it and nor exprelly to affirme thinges of Nicera. 
' her , which make her to haue beene an mage 
ſ- vnworthy and finnefull creature . In the us afe- 


F ſtrength of which ſpirit of giddines, rma- rensChris | ©» 
6 ny ſay, That ſhe was butlike to other wo- Frey” 4 


U 


7 me 1n yertue; others, That ſhe was but as carnem.!- 
1 a ſaffron bagge, wherby they inferre that exMaria 
P hauing loſt the ſpice, ſhe was no more'to © "84 

e | beeſteemed; others, That ſhe was buras z,llng.. 


0 a Channel, or Condadd of water , infinua © aduerſ . 
e ting thereby ,as1f Chriſt had ſcarce taken _ F 
d fleſh of her, or els that at the beſt hand he None 
p | 


infuſed not any vertueinto her. Zather Domin, > 
is ofren diſgracing her,and ranking her *; **'" 2 


M with'the reft of creatures in generall, & I 7 
A Caluindothas good as deduce that propo harm. i 

" fition into particulers , and draw Con- £#: t+ | 

+ cluſtons out of thoſe principles : now Sil 

© laying, That the Virgin was at '\leaFinconſi- Calttin . | 


1 derate; That ſhe was importune, and did pre-vam yi | 
1 | | | Matt,yns - 

| Poſterouſly endeanonr to breake off the courſe ,g 
Wt * F of 3 
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Clans of bex Sonnes dodtrine ; 

loans, ©Xceeding ber boundes, and byintreding her 
ſelfe ſo far , as that ſhe might chance to haue 
abſcured the glory of Chriſt therebyz and that 
our $ anicur mage ina manner no accompt 
that which the woman inthe Ghoſpell did on- 
ly extoll, which was her being his owne Mo- 


ther, as allo when the An gel announceth 


* the Incarnation of the Sonne of God, be 
Caluin, findeth, That ſhe had want of fayth , he 
| 0am layth, That. (he did not with lefſe malignity 


© $4. edi Teſtraine the power of God, then Zacharias 
| Latin. haddenebefore upon anther oecaſion ,and 
| | When he hath done, the blaſphemous He- 

retike concludeth , Quod non //t magnopere 
laborandum oc. That there is no cauſe 
Touin. «- Why he ſhould take much paines incx- 
| bud Au wo! the Virgin from not hauing com- 
F- mY w--* mitted {ome fault. | 


Petr, |  Tothis let it be added, that they 


C. 4 


chit. od 


of our Sauiour after the lt ame laborious, uul- 


Con. {2+ Some againe, That (be lined afterward with 


©. $. ms 


| = ' Joſeph, to all purpoſes 45 women ſe to mw 
| | thei 


Mereyr . thinke, & often ſay, That ſbe was delinered 


That ſhe ſinned b 


| Rom. £47,419 Uncomly manner to which other wo- 
* Apud men areſwbiec by their dcſcendece from Exe . 
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their husbands +With a thouſand ſuch o- 
ther beaſtly b1:ſphemyes, and herehes as 
theſe. For Heluidins by the teſtimony of 
S. Hierome was condemned as an Here« 
f tike within foure ages afrer Chriſt , for 
. only houlding that our B. Lady did not 
, continue in virginity after rhe birth of 
' our B. Sauiour yntull the end of her mor- 
: tall life: and I would to Chriſt tharour 
, | poore Countrey did not ſwarme with 
, 
| 
| 


thefe vile , and far worſe opinions . But 
as the foule is infinitly to be moreeſtee- 
med then the body,fo may ſhe beconclu- 
ded to haue receaued more offtence:by 
Caluins tongue who wounded her im! her 
| ſoule, by his charging her thus with fin; 
then by theſe others who have ſubieted 
her ſacred body to ſo much ſhame; & yet 
euen in that kind; Caluin himſelfe hath .._ 
hardly gone fo far' as our Countrey- loo. 
man Bujny , who itmputeth to her, with tothe _ _ 
i moſt blaſphemous mouth , the hauing Chriſti® 
committed no'lefle then foure mortall ” neJ 
ſinnes, in the ſhore ty me of our Sauiours R 
Paſhion + V, 

© Andthoſe famous, or rather infamous 

b- F 2 M agacbur= 
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Magatburgians, who are called Centuriq- 
tours, being certaine Lutheray Dotours, 
who 1ncorps and by publique Authority 
pretended to draw downe an hiſtoricall 
narration of the Church from age to age 
ſpeaking'in the firſt booke of the hrſt 
Century, of the life of our B, Sayiour, 
rooke occaſion therby totaxe moſt bold- 
ly & blaſphemouſly the immaculate Mo- 
ther of God, & to ſay, thatwhen ſhe loſt 
her Sonne1n the Temple, ſhe commirted 
ſo greata finne, as that they tremble not 
ro compare 1t with that firſt moſt grie- 
uous finne of Exe; and-{o doubt which of 
the two linnes werethe worle. 


CHAP. IX 


T H x beliefe and practiſe of the Ho- 
ly Cathohke, Apoſtoltke , Roman 
Church 1s very different from that of 
theſe men, and hath beene moſt expreſle 
In this point; forit hath, throughout the 
whole courſe of fo many ages, decerned, 
and applyed the higheſt honours, ynder 
God, to our B. Lady, by giuing her moſt 
PE. glorious 
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lorious ticles,by erecting in memory of 

my moſt ſumptuous'Temples, by emtoy=- 

ning Chriſtians to keep in contemplatt- 

on of her moſt ſolemne feſtmwutyes; and 

by powring out before her continual 

{upplications and prayers, that by herin- 

terceſlion of meditation, the interceſhion 

of Redemption which was performed by 

Chriſt our Lord, and:could only be per- 

formed by -him , may be applyed to'the 

fſauing of mans foule. oy 

When I name the Catholike, Apo-_ 

ſtolike, Roman Church, I meane vor, by, , 

Roman, that Congregation of Chriſti- > 

ans only, which is' comprehended with- |. |» 

in the walls or diocefſe of the Citty; or 

Sea of Rome ( as ſome would fayne im- 

poſe vpon vs, and thereby inferre an ab- 

ſurdity ypon that propoſition; ac 4f the 

ſame Church whereof we {peake, were 

both vniverſall in. being Catholike, and 

particuler in beirig but-of the Citty"of 

Rome :) but when -I ſay the Catholike, 

Roman Church, I meanethe' Church of 

_ Cariſt whichis ſpread into allthe cor- : 

ners of the earth;but yet communicating 

15 "Op oy euery 


2. 


euery where in the ſame fayth, and $2. 
craments,doth acknowledge the Balhop 
of Rome for the viſfible-& ſupreme Head 
therof ynder Chriſt . The dignity ande» 
minency whereof if it be conſidered, & 
be weighed withall, how deuout ithath 
eucr beenein tenderly honouring, & re- 
ligiouſly praying toourB.Lady.-Ithink 
there 15 no man of modeſty, and even 
commonſenſe, who will not be induced 
not only to an excuſe , but euen to an 
imitation thereof. - 
Auguſt. Nonvacat, non ef inane, quod tam e= 
coufs], 1, minens culmen authoritatis Chriitiane fide 
6.c49-rte 2070 orbe difſunditur . It 1s no trifle,"itis no 
| matterof (mal importance that the Chri 
* ſtianfayth hath obtayned ouer the whole 
world {uch a ſublime top of authority. 
Theſe arethe wordes of S. Anoufine , 
which he ſpakebeing yet no: Chriſtian; 
and the ſame weight which that kind of 
diſcourſe had againſt Paganiſcne,or Ma» 
nicheiſme in his ryme he ſame hathic,at 
_ - theleaſt in favourof Catholike Religio, 
concerning the honour and inuocation 
ofourB. Lady ; amongſt and aboue al 
Loa ye | the 
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« che: other Saints of God, againſt Calui- 
4 niſme; or what{auerother fach lanoua- 
tion ; N9#vacat, non eft inane, it 15-n0 toy, 
! itis no comtemptiblething., which the 
|: whole body of Catholikes, hath ſo long, 
and ſo.deuoutly. praiſed , concerning 


the honour of our B, Lady, and the need 
; which it findeth mankind to hane of her 
| helping hand ,. Yea , and a Proteſtant, 
| that 15-eith er morally. wiſe, or diſcreetly 
| modeſt, as $. Au2uſiin was before he was 
a Catholike Chriſtian , will. thinke and 
] ſpeake renerently of this Church, though 
| he ſhall abſtract from this beliefs , That 
it 15 the only true Church of Chriſt, and 
do but confefle (which ao body in [his 
wits will deny)that itis a congregatis of 
great Ocder , Wiledome, Vertue, Lear= | ©: 
ning, Extent, and Continuance . dd h Br” 
Though indeed ( whatfoeuer may 7 
be pretended by our oppoſits) it is both. * 
more true,” and more euident thenithe 
Sunne 15 bright, That either Chriſt hath 
no Churchar all, Thatthe propheſyes of 
the old Teſtament were falſe, and, That 
the promiſes of the new Teſtament were 
F 4 feigned, 
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feigned;or els thatthis churchns the true 
and only true Churchof Chriſt; fince all 
thoſe-markes, and plaine tokens, which 
were aelwered as belonging thereunts,, 
doclearly apply theſeluesto this Church 
and to no other. For what otber but this 
can ( without the impudenit face of an 
harlot)pretend,To baueconuerted Nations, 

+ mw To haue beene foſtered and nurſed 2 alonge 
OE ſeries of Kinzes and Qucenes y Tabane int 
Vita B , braced euen the very ends of the world, To 
Bern. bane beene eſpouſed t0.the Meflias with au 
Bl, = indifſeluble bound of . Matrimony. y as, was 
* 6. Cant, fortould by thoſe nien of God 1n the old 
Ambr. Teſtament? Or what other then this, 
-4 ' **caft withany colour affirme, That it is the 
s.Tim.z, piller ; and ground of Truth, as S. Paul did 
witnes, That it 1s but oxze, That 3t'ts, and 

hath ever beene, and 13 to be euer /3/ble, 


That ithath beene, and euer muſt be 1z- . 


fallible, as 15 clearely to be conuineed by 


that one direction which our B. Sauijour 


gaue, Dic Eccleſia, Tell the Church: And 
$7 Eccleſtam non auaterit, ſit tivi tamquam 
Ethnicus e&& Pablicanns , let him be to thee 
as a-Pagan, and Publican, it he obey a 
ele 


the orders of this Church. For ynlesthis 
Church were ener tobe indued with'/- 

nity, with Viſibility ,and-witi. Inf allibility, 
1mpoſlible it were either-for that conn- 
ſaile of our Saniours to be followed:( and 
this weretoimputefolly to him): or: els 
though it were followed,it would beim- | 7 
poſſiblefor men to be ſaued by meanes w" 
therof, and that were to lay a worſe note F 
if worſe' may be, ypon the fountaine/of 
all Wiſedome, and goodnes? Or whato- 
ther Church then this," can apply to-1t 
ſelfe, that Legacy , which $. Pay! tothe 
Epheſians affirmed to haue beene ine to. 
mankindby our Sauiour Chriſt; when 
he aſcended: vp to heauen; namely Do. 
#ours,and Paſtours to\continiie from 
that tymetill the end of the world; that 
ſo the body of Chriſt mighthe-builr vp}, 
and Chriſtian ſoules be kept by theznc- 
ker of true fayth, from floating (after the 
faſhion of Herettkes ) by the windes, /or 
waues 'of '-phantaſticall-and- fooliſh:dos 
arines. IT 941 
No other congregation then the Ca+ 
tholik, will ſo much as pretend toma= 
F5 ny 


ny of theſe true marks of the Church, ar 


leaſt none but ſhe can'proue that they a- 
ny way belong to theirs or the, who ther. 
fore by a miſerable neceſſity are conſtrai- 
ned to hide them(elues in certaine caſtles 
of the aire whilſt they talke of Scripture, 
wherby they meane nothing els but that 
anterpretation or concept of their own 
which theintereſt' exther of their profits 
or paſiondoth fugg=R.By al which I in. 
fer, that fincewe make ſo faire a claijme 
tobethe true, & neuvererring Church of 
Chriſt, whicheuen our moderate Adver. 


rance;thatdottrine which it teacheth, 6 
from whence the honour & inuocation 
ofourB. Lady proceedeth , ought .not 
in 2ny reaſon to # ſoblaſphemed > even 
by them who will not yer imbrace it. 

.. This Church hath alſo further(being 
infpired and guided by the Holy Ghoſt ) 
framed an Office of ourB. Lady, thatis 
tolay,it hath compoſed a Seruice out of 
the Plalmes ,and other Scriptures,togea+ 
ther with the writings of the Holy Fa- 


thers, whichit commandeth to be recited 
at 


ſaryes will confeſle to be of great appea- 


ld Bow | 


atſuch tyme as her feſtiuall dayes arece- * 
lebrated; an now-and then it interpo= | 


ſeth certaine affe&uous verlicles,to ſhew / 


the admiration wherewn 4r hath ber. ſu- 
preme dignity, through the youchſafhin 
which God Almighty hath pleaſed'to vie 
with her, in making her a ht Mother for 
himſelfe. Sometymes it exclameth thus, 
Falix namq; es ſacra v'rgo Maria; omns 
laude dieniſima : quia exte ortus eff ſol infli- 
tie Chniſius Deus noſter . 6d EA] 
And againe; Sands o immaculate 
virginitas , quibus te laudibus efferam neſti'e 
quia quern celicapere non prierant, two gremio. 
contwiſti ! Beata es Virgo Maria qua Domink 


portaili Creatorem mundi.: Genuiſti qui re fe- 


cit, in aternum permants Virgo, Beata mas 
ter ,& intattivirgo glorioſa Regina munds, 
intercede oro nobis ad Dominum . Happy art 
thou, O ſacred Virgin Mary; and moſt 
worthy of all prayſe; for the Sonne of 
Iuſtice Chriſt our Lord is borne of thee, 
O thou holy and immaculate virginity. 
with what prayſes ſhal I extollthee,fince 
thou haſt contayned him in thy wombe, 
whom the heauens theinſelues could, not 


compre« 
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comprehend ! Bleſſed art thou, O Virgin 


ſftrorum acts orainata, mulier amiidaſole, & 
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Mary, who haſt borne our Lard the 
Creatour of the world : thou haſt borne 
him that made thee, and thou eternally 
remayneſt a Virgin . Q bleſſed Mother 
and immaculate Virgin, O thou glorious 
Queene of the world, pray for vs vnto 
our Lord.In this maner doth theChurch 
performe to heralldue honour. And in 
other parts of the ſame office it applyeth 
many other places of Scripture ,and ef- 


pecially out of the Canticles, the book of 
Friſedome , and the Apocalyps, towardes 


the dignifying, & celebrating the praiſes 
of our B. Lady , veſting , as 1t were, her 
perſon, with all thoſe. appellations, and 
other termes of honour which are there 
to be found 1n full meaſure, and among 
others theſe ; Yeni columba mea, veni ſponſa 
mea, Veniclecta mea, veni coronaberis,pul- 
chra vt Luna, eefta wi Sol, territi/is v8 cas 


Luna ſab pedibus eius . Aſtitit Regina a de x+ 
tris tuis circumdata varictate : and a thou- 
ſand ſuch paſſages as theſe areſung by 
the Holy Church, in honour of ourB, 

| Lady, 


OS OY SP 
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| tymes to the celeſtiall Hreruſalem, yet this locum,” | 


| fallregards and aymes at ſeuerall things 


| gers tothe truth ofthat which paſſeth in 


Moone, a Queene all clad with variety of 1i- & 1. _ 
ches, and ſtanding at the right hand of God. Epipbs « 


r 199. d, 
Which ſentences of Holy Scripture/nus 


howſocuer they are alſo applyed other-Marie . 
wiſe, as ſometymes to a Soule 1n grace , Bernard, 


ſometymes to Heauenly Wiſedome , lome- wo he 


is no impediment why they may not alſo AP*+ | 
truly, and moſt properly be applyed to * 

the perſon of our B.Lady, fince the ſame 
Scripture hath ſeuera]l ſenſes, and all of 

them may be true,ſo that they be not co- 
tradictory to one another . And the Holy: 

ſpirit of God delivering them by the pen 

of the Prophets , and Apoſtles, had ſeue- 

to be ex preſſed by theſame words, which 

the Holy Fathers, and Interpretours( as 
children of the Catholike Church) were 
direed, and enabled by the ſame ſpirit 
todeclare. Which howſoeuer it may ſeem 
ſtrang,toſuchas in themſelues are ſtran» 


this 


this particuler,yet 1t muſt beconfeſſedts 
be, as Þ ſay, by fuch as will not generally 
raxe the Holy Fathers, both of tolly, and 
falſhood, fince they haue expounded the 
Holy Scriptures according to foure ſcue. 
rall ſenſes, namely the -L:uterall; rhe Moe 
ral, the Anizogicall, and the Allegoricall. 
Nayitis certayne, how ſtrange ſocuerit 
"may ſeeme, that the fame Scripture bath 
(MC. (ometymes dimers ſenſes even Lirterall: 
£5... andſo hath that of, Expedit nobis ut vnus 
na gene- homo moriatur pro populo, ne tota gens pereat, 
rat.  Filig: (*) mens es tu, ego hodie genui te. Om- 
- ug ; nta(b) ſabieciftt ſub pedibus eius : and the 
(b) ?ſal.'authority of S . Auguſtine alone may (uf- 
8: £42: fice to ſhew, that out of the ſame words 
b cotia bs of Scrip cure may be drawne , mM40n4 capa 
& Chryſ, veriſfimarum ſententiarum , great aboun- 
peculiz= dance or variety of ſenſes, which be all 
ref true . Thishe ſayth by occaſion of the (e- 
erat. 4, Ueral interpretatios of thoſe only words; 
ep, ad Jy principio'fecit Deus ca4lum & terran. : In 
ou " the beginning God made the heauen,and 
Auzuft, earth: And he ſheweth aftzrwards, why 
confſſ l, Moyſes may be conceived to haue forſeen 
z- c- 25 2}thole true ſeucral ſenſes of thoſe words 
& j3is " which 
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Per quem Deus vnus ſacras literas vera, & 
diuerſa viſuris mult orum ſenſibus temperautt. 
God did by the penof Moyer, ſotemper 
and dictate thole dimme bookes, which 
he wrote, as that all the ſenſes mightbe 
true, and yetdiffering from one another, 
according to the variety of interpretati+ 


ons which divers men ſhould make ther 
of =—_ 


CHAP. » Pp 


V T toreturne to the aforſaid Office 
of the Church, Grew are further 
brought in ypon occafio diuers paſſagt 
of —_ apt ne and Holy Father ( Far 
will not touch vpon them' of the: 
times )which may excite the Readers to 
beare all due deuotion to ourB. Lady; - 
through thepathetical and tender ſpeach 
which they deliner of her . And I will 
accompany them which are taken out 6f 
the Breuiary with ſom others of the ſame 
authority & tywe . Hearken thena while 
whoſocuer you be, whoare ſo miſerable 
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a5snotto: be F2.honh's tothe B; Virgid, Hae 
yow-may perceaue.how dangerous and 
differeta way. youtake from thoſe lights 
and ornaments of God Church, who are 
ready-if you will to be your guides. And 
note thatexcept:SÞ.1p/z Damaſcen, $. An- 
ſelmezand $.Bernard,there1s none of this 
full-Jury:but aboue a thouſand yeares 
old. - 201 
And to beginne with the moſt ans 
cient, $. Ireneu10 his third book againſt a 
hereſyes 33. Chapter, hatlitheſe words , v 
Sicut Ena inobedicns 6. As Eue by dil- t1 
Ei obedience was made the cauſe of lanekr {: 
E27” fo Mary was made acaule of aluation, , d 
| both to her ſelfe., and-to allmankind. \ 
142}.355 Athanaſius bis Epiſtle to Ep7- a 
AMthan« Gotw, fayth thus: Idcrco gratia plena oe, \ 
epiſt. <4 Therefore is the B. Virgin called by the | | 
] 
] 
, 


w name of full of gr:ce.,, becauſe ſhe did a- 
bound with all graces by the filling of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and was ouerſhaddowed by 
theveriue of the moſt high. 

Orill. 41S» Gori of AF betng bn 

4 lexan, bled with + Biſhops vpon a tyme-of 


<a Ry, ſpake-thus in alermon, made | 
| againſt 
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wideo cetum fideliuns omnium &c - I ee this 
Cour of all the faythfull robe 
full of alacrity, who are come togeather 
with cheerefull mindes, being called by 
the holy Mother of God , & yeteuer Vir- 
gin Mary. Prayſe & glory be tothee.,|O 
Holy Trinity, who haſt conduQted ys all 
to this ſolemnity . Praiſe alſo to thee , |O 
thou Holy Mother of God. For thou 
art that precious pearle of the whole 
world ; Thou arta lampe neuerto be ex- 
tingurſhed; The crowne of virganys 1p 
ſcepter of true fayth; A temple not robe 
diſlolued, conteyning him who could 
within noplace becontayned; A Mother 
and a Virgin. Bleſſed art thou amongſt 
women, being the parent of him, A 
being bleſſed canie in the name of our 
Lord . By thee the Trinity 1s gforityed; 
By thee the precious Croſſe 15celebrat:d, 
& adored throughout the whole world, - 
By thee heauen triumpherh, Angells and. 
Archange'lsretoyce , Duvells are drinen 
away , and man himſelfe is recalled ro. 
hcauen, By thee all creatures ( once des 
G tey ac 


rat. de 
 laudibus 
3. Dat 
Mat is . 


reyned in 
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<> in theerrour of Idolatry) arecon- 
uerted to the knowledg of the truth. The 
faychfullare come to Holy Baptilme, & 
Temples are built throughout the whole 
world , By thee da the Nations..come to 
pennance . What ſhal Iſay more? By thee 
the only begotten Sonne of God . that 
true light did ſhine toſuch as fate 19 dar- 
knes ; By thee the Prophets did foreſhew 
laluation to the Gentils; And by thee did 
the Apoſtles preach it ., Who can vnfold 
the eminency of thy prayſe, O thou Mo- 
ther and virgin Mary ? Let vs celebrate 


her, moſt beloued Brethren, adoring her. 
Sonne the immaculate ſpouſe. of the. 


Church, towhome be honour and glory 
for all Ecernityes .” Amen. 
+. S. Ephrem 1n an Oration of the 
prayſes.of the moſt Holy Motherof God, 
Intemerata prorſucg, pura ec, The vn- 
touchtand entierely pure virgin the Mo- 
ther of God ; The Queen of all men; The 
hope of ſuch as deſpaire; My. moſt glo- 
rious/and. belt Qucene ; More fubhme 


c- _ itheothecel:Riall lpirirs; More purethen 


the Sunne beames and {plendours z More 
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honourable 


+ 
» x: \ 
2) 


hem TOEhE. - os | 3 
hononrablethen the Cherubim, 8x10re | 
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tution of Virgins . Chri#ti lilia 6; The cap. 150) 
lillyes of Chritt are/ eſpecially virgines,, , 2 
whole virginity 15 bright & immaculate; 
for that Virginall wombe'was the begini- 
ning, and roote , and perpetually ſprin- 
ging fountaine, fiom whence by "that 
molt powerfull exam pleof theMother of 
God, all the Quires of em did _ 
deed + 


holy then the Seraphim . i 
1 Hearewhat the holy and leatiel S ok mbr , 
: Ambroſe ſayth'in his booke of che Inſti: - kg : 4 
O 
l 


A Maria exc. (fayth S. Epiphaniee) Eriph,t, 
of the Virgin” Marty, life was borne ynto 3. hae(s. 
the world.ſo that ſhe gauelife to him thar: 73; Alag 
lvecth. and Mary was'made' the” Mother * F008) 
of ſuch as live. 1708 
. " SeHitromeVponthe-eleuenth Ohap= | 2 wi 
ter of {ay , Viroam d6 radice &t. Let v3'vrh- 
derſtand the holy Virgin” Mary, tobe'the | 
Rod that [pringes* out of the roote ob: . »-4D 
Teſſe . v4.7 2340009 1 09/8 
S Theodoret vpon the Cantiohs, wp. 
Inter. tot\ninas omnitum hominum ft. N- 
mogi theſoules of all the men atid'wo- 
G 2 men 


me 


” 4 


Gd 


160 The Widdowes Mitte. 
men-that {hallbeſ{aued,that only oneis ay 
the eleted doue, who brought forth 
Chriſt, a virgin, a Mother, a mayd,who 
doubtles Aid excell in purity both the 

Pp. Cherubim and the Seraphim. 

"Sus. 1 S. Auguſtine in his booke of Nature 
<_y & Graces Cum ae peccatis agitur ee. When 

& gra;. ther2i5 any ſpeach of linne, I will make 
no queſtion of the Bleſſed Virgin, for we 
know that more grace was giuento her 
for the totall ouercoming of finne, who 
deferued co conceaue, and to bring him 
forth, of whome it 15 cuident that he had 
nolinne. 

Kunſt The ſam2 holy Father 1n a Treatiſe 

a, de Of the Creed vnto Catholikes , the third 

\ ſb. ad booke; and 4. Chapter, in lew but maſly 

: _ words {peaketh thus of the B. Virgin, Per 

rom, g.feminam &c- death came by a woman, 
and life alſo by a woman. By Exe came 

deſtruction, and ſaluation by Mary. 

Gree. is © - © $ « Gregory the great vponthe firſt 

WAS © booke and Chapter of Kinges Poteſt hu+ 

© Reg. jus monts nomine ec. The cuer moſt B, 

Virgin Mary Mother of God, may bede- 

fizned by the name 'of this mountaine- 

_ For 
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For ſhe was a mountaine whoby the dig- 
nity of her eletion did iran{cend theal- 
ticudezof elzRed creaturs Was not Mary Y 
a high mountaine, who that ſhe might 
arriue to the conception of the Eeternall 
Word,didraiſe the topof ber merits aboue 
all the Quires of Angells , till ihe came 
yntothe throne of the Deity : for of the 

moſt excellent dignity of thismountaine 

the Prophet /ſay Fort ſay 1n the laſt dayes 14+ ** 
ther, ſhalibe a mountaixe of our Lord prepa= | 
r:d in the top of the mountaines.For ſhe was 
a mountaine in the top of mountaines, 
becauſe the height of Mary doth ſhine a- 

boue all Saints. And ſhe 1s aptly called 
both a mountaine, and houſe, who being 
luſtrated with incomparable ' merits, 
d1d prepare her ſacred wombe wherein 
the only Sonne of God might repoſe. + 

S. lobn Damaſcen in his bouke of 
Cathelike fayth, affirmeth of our B. Lady, 
that revers Domina fa7aeft crc » She was Damaſe, 
indeed made the Lady with dominion o- ef#or- 
uer all creatures when ſhe was made the ***** 
Mother of the Creatour . And in his ſe- 
cond oration of the death of the Mother 
Fe. SY of 


.TOT 
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of God : Clam:mus cum. Gabriele ec . Let 
vs.crye out with the Angell Gabrizll, 
All bayle, O thou full of grace, All hayle 


 Othou inexhauſted ſea of toy, Al bayle, 


\ Unſen. 


dec5cep 


o thou eſpecial lightner of que burthens; 
All hayle, O thou medicine of all the af- 
fi:#zons of our harts , All bayle, O thou 
holy Virgin, by whome death was bani- 
ſhed-and life introduced”, 
S.. Anſelmen his Treatiſe of origi- 
nall inne C hapter 18.Deccbat viillus ec. 


Yirg. o I©& was fir that the Conception of that 


peccar.o- 
LIC Cel8, 


man(heſpeaketh there af Chriſt our Sa- 
utour) ſhould be made of the moſt pure 
Virgin, and therefore 1t was fit, that this 
virgin ſhould moſt (weetly ſhine with fo 
$pucar purity then which a greater cannot 
eimagined ynder God, ro whome God 
the Fatherreſolued to giue his only Son. 
'$. Bernard this ſermon vpon the 
corporall Aſſumption of the B. Virgin 
into teauen ſayth thus ; Qu cogitare ſuf - 


ficrat ec. Who 15s able to conceaue how 


loriouſly the Queene of the world went 
Pata as vpon this day, and with how 
great'eaticrnes of tender deuotion-the 
5, _ whole 
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whole mulcicude of thoſe celeſtiaMlegios 
came forth to mezte her 5 Wath what 
| canticles the was coduRed to the throne 
| of glory ? With how ſerene a face, with 
how deare acountenance, with' how \d1- 
uine1mbracements ſhe was receaued! by: 
| her Sonne, & with that glory which'be- 

| came {uch a Sonne . | 

In his fourth Sermon ypon the'A(- 
* | ſumption;after he had with this proteſta? 
| tion , Noneſt quod me magis delecier ec # 
| There is nothing wherein I take-more 
10y, &ſoyetthere is alſo nothing: which 
purteth me 1nto a greater trembling of 
teare, then to diſcourſe ypon the glory sf 
the Virgin Mary &c. he proceedeth'{hort- 
ly afrerto ſay this ; "Oe enim vel Anerlica 
puritas #7. What purity though Ange=' 
licall-willpreſame to compare tt ſelfe to" 

this virginity, which was made worthy 
| to becomethe ſacred repoſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt? But how great and how precious 
was the vertue of thy humility with ſo 
great purity, with ſo great innocency ,' 
with a conſcience wholy free from'fin, 
j yea with the fullnes of fo much grace ? 
I | G 4 Whence 
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Whence bad thou humility , & ſogrear 
humility , O thou bleſſed Creature? In. 


deed thou wert worthy whom our Lord 


ſhould regard ,' whoſe beauty the King 

ſhould -' by whole fragrant odour 
he might be drawne from that eternall 
reſting place of his Fathers bolome. Be- 
hould, OB. Virgin, we acc« mpany thee 
a faroff, as we may, with theſe acclama- 
tions, whileſt thou art aſcending to thy 
throne. Let it be aneffe& of thy piety to 
makeknowne vnto the world that grace 
which thou foundſt with God, by ob- 
teyning through thy holy prayers pards 
far ſuch as are faulty, cure for the licke , 
trength of mind far the weake, comfore 
for the afflicted , and. help and liberty 
Far ſuch as arg in danger. And now in 
this day of thy folemnity &4oy;, by thee, 
O gracious Queen, let thy Sonne Chriſt 
Teſusour Lord ” who is God forever blel. 
| fed aboue all thinges ) beſtow the giftes 
of his grace vpon ys his poore ſeruants , 


who with prayſe are calling ypon the 


ſweet name of Maria. 
Thele arc ſome of thoſe paſſages, 
| which 


ſs re _— 


4 4 
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' which I find recorded amongſt many o- 
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thers of ſome few Fathers, who partely 
ſpeake , though but compendiouſly, in 
the Roman Office or Breuiary, and ſome 
other few which I take out of their own 
yndoubted workes, whereby the Reader 
may ſee not only the 1ndgement of the 
Church, but how expreſle , andearneſt' 
the moſt excellent members thereof haus 
beene, and how deuovtly they haue not ” 
only celebrated the praiſes, but recom- 
mended thelſzlues to our B. Ladyes prays 
ers And there would never be anendif 
I (hould ſtriue to deliner the almoſt in» 
hnite attributes of excellecy which they 
haue given to her, which ſome of her de- 
uout | Anh , bhauing gathered out' of 
their works, they grow euen to fil whole 
bookes. Among others the Margarita, & 
Hebdomada M ariana may be conſidered, 
where the Reader ſhall find S , Irex4as, S. 
Cyprian, S., Athanaſins, $ . Ephrem, S, Epi= 
poanins, S. Ambroſe, $. Chryſoſtome, S. 
Auguiline, S. Gregory, S.lohn Damaſcen, S. 
Anſelme, $ . Bernard with the reſt of theſe 
later ages, who have al ftriued to expreſſe 
Gy _ themlelues, 
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theinfelies, as there you may find parti: 
culerly cyted, in calling her ; The win« 


uinity; The ſolace of the world ; The 
woman which transfuſed grace into vs; 
The enfigne of fayth; A cauſe of ſaluatis 
to mankind; The throne of the Diuinity: 
The Captaine Generall; The fountaine 
of all Conletatidn; The 1oy of Saints; 
The Queene of Angells ; The Mother of 
Mercy ; The mother of the liuing; The 
fuccour of fuch as are indager; A Queen 
afliſting, and ra1gning at the right hand 
of her Sonne; The vnlocker of Heaven 
gates ; The ſ{cepter which commandeth 
all ;The roore of glory ; The roſe which 
hath perfumed all thinges with heavenly 
odours; A temple beaurtifyed by the holy 
Ghoſt; She who confoundeth all hereti- 
call prauity ; The ſcepter of orthodoxall 
Payth; A mountaine of our Lord prepa- 
red in the top of the mountaines . 


-Innumerable I ſay are the Attributes 


ofhonour which the Holy Fathers haue 

gwen to this facred Virgin, and many 6f 

them hauc beenedeliuered, though with 
| great 


dow of heauen; The treaſure of the Di- 
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great profir, and piety , yet in{uchaffe- 
tuous rearmes;as the Catholikes at this 
day dare. ſcarcely vis, through the' ex- 
treme malignity of our Aduerſaryes and 
hers : becauſe as there 15 no 'word'/which 
may not have divers fignthcations; fo 
they will be ſure ro1nterprete them euer 
in the worſt ſenſe':; whereas Charity re- 
quireth -iuſt the contrary . And'if they 
proceeded according to the rule thereof, 
they would neuer charge, either rhe ho- 
ly Fathers, or vs their chudren with de- - 
rogating any thing from Almighty God, 
by the honour 'wedotoour B. Lady:Bur 
whenſoener they nd-vs toaſcribe any. 
quality os title to her, which to a'weaks, 
or wrong iudgment may ſceme only to 
belong to him : they may know once for 
all, tharwe 1mpute ſnch-thinges ro God 
as'to the Tree, from which ſhe tooke her 
prowths he is the founraine , ſhes the 

reame:; he1s the great Artificer andpri- 
mary cauſe, and ſhe a moſt cleuated In- 
ſtrument; he 4s the 'Sunne, and the the. 

Beame, whereby he hath communicated 
his l:ghr, and heattothis darke & frozen 
world 
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world of ours . 


ly continue to aske vs whatitis, tha we 

canſay more ia honourof Chriſt, then 

we ſayin honour of our B . Lady? For 

we canſay , and wedoſay according to 

theſe moſt true profefiians , and prote- 
ſtations following, which may for ever 
ſerue to the Af 5 16k of our whole 
praRtiſ: heerein, and for the diſcouery of 
their exther folly , or malice that oppoſe 
it. , 

 _ Weprofeſle this difference between 
the excellency of Chriſt our Lord , and 
that of the BaVirgin, That the B. Virgin 
1s no more buth pure creature, butthat 
Chriſt is God, and fo there is no compas- 
riſon at all betweene the excellency of 
God, and her; Thatin reſpe& of God ſhe 
is infinitely lefle then the [eat graine of 
_ duſt islefle then the whole world; That 
it was the only gondnes of . God , that 
choſe her firſt out of all mankind. to be 
his Mother; That all her greatnes, and 
perfetion dependeth vpon the ficſtgrace 
that God gaue her . Thus I ſay, 1s that "” 


[ON 


So that they need not thus peruerſ.. | 


_—_—_— 
— 


”— 


f 


| 
| 


* then ſuppoſed,it wil be leudly done heers 
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|| profeſle, and this being ſuppoſed and 
keptinutolable, it 15 euident that what- 
(oeuer honour or excellency we aſcribe 
to her, ſofar we are from robbing God 
Almighty of his honour by it, as that on 
the contrary ſide we highly honour him, 
in acknowledging his vnſpeakable beni- 
nity and bounty towardes mankind , a 
part whereof he hath ſo'much enobled, 
as to make it the Mother, and theſo wore 
thy Mother of Chriſt our Lord, whois 
allo God. 

Now, fince the honour we doto the 
moſt ſacred Virgin, ag only 
from this roote, & the dependance ther 
ypon + let it' be conſidered what a ri- 
diculous propoſition this 1s? That we 
diſhovour Chriſt by the exceſle of ho- 
nour which we do to the Motherof God, 
whome yet wechiefly honour , becaule 
ſhe was his Mother, and whome we ho- 
nour not at all beyond: the capacity of a 
pure creature . Theſe propoſitions being 


after, by ſuch as ſhall take exceptions at 
the termes wherewith the Catholiks 
Church, 


T6000 or her chaldren , haue thoughit 


For: if:they be notratber {choole boyes, 
then ſ{choole men, if they. be not [uch as 
had rather find a knotin a ruth; then vn. 
tyent, they will follow the counlalle of S, 
Anguſttne1n his books de viilitatecredendi 
cap.7 .;Þhat whenſoeuer any phraſe, or 
yon 1s vied by Catholikes which may 


und lefle plauſible, men are t0trauaile 


—_— 


need be, for the finding of an excuſable 
interpretation, therof,'rather thento in- 
ferce therby: thatthedodrine or praiſe 
of the-Catholike Church is1mpure. 

-:: : And 10. much: the rather are they 
bound to-doit; becauſe there ts no word 
which hath not in this reſpet,thenature 
of a Medall; that 1s,1t hatha nghr fide, 
anda wrong ;and ſo hath euery'garment 
whichthey-weare- And as he were a foos 
hibſeruantthat would apparell bis Mait- 
frer with rhe wrong 1de outward; be- 
cauſe there ate. twa' tides; io they arevto 
becontemned,and caſt our as wranglers 


who wil fccds take the words of another 
MIU fed man 
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hc to-celebrate our B, Ladyes memory, - 


vp:;and downe quer:a whole-world , if 


man in the 11] ſe 


5, andimpiery.in them thatoppole 


f 


nle , eſpecially when he 

proteſteth to meane them in tie good z8& 
moſt certaine itis that by the ſame-mea-» 
ſure whereby they would take honour 
from our B. Lady, vnder the pretencs | 


\ "7%: _ 


- 
» 


which they make of 'our yiing termes | . 


that are ſubie&t to the miſconſtrucion of 
malice , a. man may. as well take credit _ 
from the holy Scripture it ſelfe: which 
ſayrh; That God Almighty hath armes, 
and leggs , and paſſions of the mind like 
mortall and ſinhefull creatures. -/ + 
For if thole wordes be not ynder- 
ſtood by a Religious diſcretion, thatmwas» 
ner of fpeach-will proue as vnlafeatleaſt 
as any other that we. vie, when there 1s | 
queſtionofdoing honour to our B:Lady, 
But as ourcaſle {tandeth, we need not, 


' thar our Adver{aryes ſhould put: theme 


ſelues to over much paynes, 'fince by the 
profeflionsthatare already made itis &+ 
uident, how all ; titles of honour yndet | 
God may agreeto the B. Virgin, and nor 
only that they-may be given withoutdin, 
but that 115 both pieryit-themthat ds 
tot, 
What 
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_ ..._ What diſhonour 151tro'an earthl; 
King, it his Mother be called the Queen 
of his Countrey ; the kingdom 1s known 
to belong 1n right of propriety to the 
King, and theleaueth nocto bea ſubie& 
though ſhe haue the honour to be called, 
& to be the Queen ? Or what diſhonour 
were it to a King,it that Queene were 
called the Queen of his ſubieRs,of whole 
perſons howloeuer the King alone can 
diſpoſe in rigour, yet who among them 
( being indeed a loyall , & louing {ubie& 
to the King) would not hould himſc!fe 
for happy, 1n being able to execute any 

wit commandment of his Mothers ? 

"Thus thinges do paſſe euen heere 
onearth, anditis well that they paſſc ſo; 
for theſe arenor aptſh cuſtomes, ncr hu- 
morous inuentions, nor effeRas of ſeruile 
flattery, but they flow fromreaſon , and 
nature, and they are warrantable by all 
lawes, both diuine and humane ; And 
when any thing i5 ſo warrantable, a man 
may well inferre, that 1n the ſpiriuall 
Kingdome of Chriſt ſuch thinges are 
praRuſed with much more eminency, 8 
: perfes 
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perfe&tis . Nor doth it by infinite degrees 
{o well become anearthly Monarch, that 
his Mother be acknowledged for the 
Queene of his Countrey, and of his ſub- 
iects , as it becometh the Humanity of 
Chriſt our Lord, that the ſacred Virgina 
( from whome he tooke all the humanity 
that he had, vniting it hypoſtatically to 
the God-head') ſhould haue the honour 
to be the Queene of heauen which 1s his 
Contrey, and the Queene of Angells & 
Saints who are his ſubie&s; and who are. 

_ glorious, and immorrall by the merits of 
that bloud which he tooke from her a- 
lone, and ynited it to him(elfe , 


; CHAP. XI. 


: Hvs ſtandeth the cafe concerning 
the Attributes of honour, which 
Catholikes are glad they haue the grace 
to giue our B. Lady: androuching the 
| | otherpointof her inuocation, which ts 
| | alfobothanowed, & deuoutly practiſed 
| by the Fathers , whomel haueallcadged, 
| and with whom, and in whole company 
| m_— - == 


- —— 4 


L 
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_ Lovight cyte the reft , I will leave for the 


a®.r. Pprelent to preſſe our Aduerfaryoes with 


> -Diony/. their authority , remitting the more pa. 


as \ tient Reader ro. whome he will of an 
"EX2597 Þ hundred Cathohike Writers, wha haue 
Ambr.l. clearely euied this point of controuer. 
a ly: & for my part ( who could not paſſe 
dum, it ouer wholy 1n filence )) I will 1n very 
Auguſt. few words debate how the caſe ſtandeth 
nb4- with them 1n reaſon, according: tothe 
Athin, grounds of their Religion. 
ſerm. de If inuocation of the Saints in gene. 
_ ennunt. rall, and in particuler of the glorious 
Fol Virgin be reiected our Aduerfaryes muſt 
Befil, o- dos it firſt (if they will be true to their 
ra . is. own grounds ) for reaſons drawne from 
4o-Ner. Holy Scripture. When they preſle vs to 
proue 1t by teſtimony therof, they are ju- 
{tly tould, that they proceed 1mpertingt- 
ly. For they are the” men who ſhould 
.proue 1t to be forbidden by Scripture, & 
not we that it 15 expreſly entoyned . For 
vnles it be forbidden, they cannot vpon 
-that reaſon diſclaime from the vſe there. 
of , who doe themlelues practiſe divers 
things, whereof thereis no.expreile come 
6 L2 mand- 


of which points 1sfo far from being co- 
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mandment in Holy Scripture, as namely 
they baptive Infants, and they obſerwe vhe ___ i | 
Sabbaoth won the Sunday &6« The later Excd.20 & | 


manded, that it rather ſeemeth to be for- x 
bidden, whea the Saturday 1s clearely af- 48.1, Þ 
figned for thatpurpoſe. Nay the eating of © * 2 
bloud, and ſtrangled meats, was prohibited 
to the Chriſtizsof the Primitiue. Church 
which yet the Caluiniſts make no ſcrus 
pletocateas wellas we,which inys1sng 
atfence, who abey the Church, which 
telleth vs that the tyme of keeprag' the Sabs 
baoth was ceremonial), and conſequently 
abrogated by the comming of Chrit, & 
that: the Precept about abſtaining-from 
thoſemeats was but temporary, and that 
now the date therof 15 expired . But our 
Aduerſaryes, who fay they are only gui- 
ded by that which 1s deliuered to themin 
Scripture, are.conuinced by their owne 
praQtiſe to be Hypocrits ;and may iuſtly, + 
be doubly accompted fo, if whileſt they | 
praiſe thoſe thinges which are/expreſly 
againſt the- Commandment of Holy 
ripture; they-do yetreict the! Inuocg- 
LOC 144A H 2 ci0n 
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tion of Saints, only becauſe we do ney 
ſhew as they ſay, thatit is expreſly inioy. 
ncd by Scripture . 

Two reaſons they vie to: bring a- 
oainſt ir, the former whereof pretendeth 
to ſhew, thatirt 15 notlawfull , the latter 
that it 15 not conuenient,, But whoſoever 
marketh their proceeding well, ſhall find 


ho wſoeuer theſe reaſons be of very diffe- 


other; yet-if they be well: encountred , 
Q they neuer ſticke to cither of theſe pre« 
tences a part, butare'euer hopping,or ra- 
ther halting from one to:the other. The 
formerof chem is, That(forlooth)mno- 
' cation of Saints is both derogatory tothe 
honour of God, and iniurious to the me- 


their colours ( for they 'are but colours) 

Gloriam meam a/teri non dabs: Vaus oft me< 

Iſa. 4 . Jjator Chriſtus Ieſus; Venite ad 'me omnes 

'  BeT Nets . : *11. . "8 | 
Mar », J#ilaboratis ec . I willnot giue my glory 
' to any other: 'There 15 one mediatour 
Chriſt Ieſus : Come vnto meallyou that 
labour, andthelike .But what of all this? 

. Xo Therefore 


the weaknes of their cauſe by this ; that 


rent nature, and-independent of one an- 


diation of Chriſt ;and cher-they diſplay 
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Therefore Chriſtians: may, not-pray to 
Saints ? Whoſeeth. not the childiſhnes of | 
this conſequence?. And when once we 
conuince them,that it is of no diſhonour 
to God,they haue nothing toſay,but that 
the Saints cannot heare vs; and when a= 


gaine we proug that the Saints do heare 


vs, they returne to their impertinency of 
telling vs, that we diſhonour God . 

+, / Buthowſocuer tothe firſt place of 
Scripture itis truly anſwered, that the 
Gly which there is ſpoken of, is the Glo- 
7y incommunicable, and. only due; and 
proper Vnto God himſelfe; but that the 
Glory giuen by vs to Saints in beſeeching 
them ta pray.for ys, is both fo far of an 
inferiour nature, as that we. impart it to 
finnefpll menand women,as often as we 
recommend qur ſelues to their prayers ; 
and, we-l{o give by them,a particuler in- 
creaſe of honour to God, in acknowleds 
ging themercy he ſheweth to his creaturs 
whileſt he enableth his better ſeruants to 
alliſt ys. | 8 
'\» .», To theſecond, no more occurreth 
tobe ſayd, but that Chriſt our Lord is the 
viii H ; only 


% 


|  wholefayth hopreached: 
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only mediatour of Redemption, wheregF 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh in tharplats ; burif 
he were alſo the only mediatour of Inter. 
ceſlion betweene God and man; notons 
ly ſhould all the Children in England be 
ill brought vp, when they are appointed 
to aske their Parents bleſihg, hurthe hos 
ly Apoſtlehimſelfe when he commended 
the neceflity of his ſouls to the prayers of 
the Romans, had commirred a moſt 1niu- 
' rious at againſtthe Sauiour of the world 


v 
V 
ES 
Thethird place breedeth fo little dif< 1 
ficulty; as that it ſcarcedeſerueth an an- MN * 
{were . For our B . Sauiour therein ex- | © 
horteth all men who were /eirher ouer- 
burthned with the obligations of the-old F : 
Law , or frighted with the horrour®ot | | 
their ould confcientes, that they would | 
reſort tohim, as toone that would deli- | 
uer them from both . Buthe wasfar from / 
diverting the members of his body from Þ 
participating with thereſt of ther owne | 
communion, andfrom approaching to | 
his mercy , by the meanes ofhis deereſt 
ſeruants, whether they lined till in this 
wy earthly 
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arthly pilgrimage, or were tranſplanted + 
ints thac Garden of Eternallglory . And 
if the meaning of theſe paſſages of Holy 
Scripture had been ſuch as the Calumiſts 
pretend , it were ſtrangthat noone Fa« 
ther of the Chutchinany ageſhould in» 
terprere them rowards the 1mpugnation 
of the inaocation of Samrs . 
Nay euen by the Scripture it ſelfe 
which cannot be contrary to Scripture , 
we are taught that this place doth contri- 
bute nothing to the Calumiſts opinion; 
ſince we find diuers inſtances of men , 
that came to God by meanes of the pray. 
ers of other men, who yet were ſofarre 
. from derogatins therby, either from the 
vlory of God , or their owne 500d others 
wiſe, as that therby they obrayned their 
iuſt deſires ; There was a tyme when Al- 
mighty God made the children of 1{ra#! Exod.za», 
know, thathe would not pardon theny, | 
but by the meanes of ſuch prayers as his 
ſervant Moſes ſhould makein their be+ 
halfe And the irreuerend friends of 10b _ 
wereinſtructed by God himſelfe, chat if 9% 4%. 
they would obrtaine remiflion of their 
H 4 linnes, 


Tob, 2, 


$30 


ſhould inuocate, and pray finnefull men 


_ prayers and alwes'to the acceptance of 
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linnes , they ſhould make interceſſion.to 
To;taat he might pray for them, expreſ. 
ng plainly that for his ſake, andat;his 
ſuite, they ſhould find ſuch fauour as 
would haue beene denyed them for their 
owne. Nor hath any reaſon beeneeuer 
yetalleadged, why ut ſhould be of diſho- 
nour to Almighty God, that men ſhould 
recommend themſelues to the prayers of 
Angells and Saints, & that it ſhould nor 
be more diſhonourable to him , that we 


to intercedefor ys. 

The ſecond reaſon which they bring 
againſt the inuocation of Saints, 1s be- 
caule they ſay , they cannot heare vs . Let 
this thertore be coniigdered of, and let the 
taike no more of the; former , lince theſe 
depend not ypon one another . Jt 1s eui- 
dent in the hiſtory of Tobr4g, by the rela- 
tion of the Archangell Raphael , that he 
ofired vp the ould mans deuotions of 


Almighty God ;But this Booke forſooth 
muſt be Apocriphall. If they meane not 
alſo.to:calt Chriſt out of the Canon, 
Bea what 
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what anſwere can be made to-that amo+» 
rous ſpeachof his, which telleth vs, that 
his BÞ 24s Angells of heauen do-ſo reiogce at the Luc, x; 
8 | converſion of ſinners? Or what tothe teſtt. 
LAT mony of the beloued diſciple, to. whome 
« | thisamongſt other thinges-was reuealed, | 
O- | That the Antells were ſtill offering wv their Porn 
Id prayers which-were made wpon earth We 
of | are taughtalſoby Truth it {elfe, that the 
ot | Saintsareas the Angel]s of heauen : and 
'e | toconuincethe Calumiſts in one, 1s to 
N do itin both, Bur can either of them offer 
yp Qur prayers, vnlefſe they know them 
8 | to beſuch: Qrican they reiayce at my 
conuerſion ynles they ſeethe as 'of my 
contrition,and of the faythwherby 1 be- 
lecue the promiſes of Chriſtin generall; 
and of hope whereby I' apprehend , and 
apply them in particuler; and of the cha- 
rity. whereby -L am grafted as-a liuing 
branch into that true vine, and in a I 
particuler manner of the deſires I have 
| oftheirprayers for me? It is thepart of 
a mad mantbcall theſe thinges in que-- 
ion 4-9 
'  " Againg, the Patriarch 14cob when Gen, 4s: 
| H x5 he 


Matt. 22+ 


= 
-_ 
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he'wasYpotrthe point to leaue this world 
bequeathed his children to the prote&ig 

33 Ofhis good Angell , beleeching him that 
ds he had preſerued him,ſo he would alſ> 
bleſſe them.'S. 79h the Euangeliſt in the 

| apoeie, ory Stitrance of-che Aprealyps in theſe 
t. Words,Gratiavobit e pax abveo quieſt, 

_ ui erat, ef quiventurss eft, & 4 ſeptem ſpr« 
.... Wtibsi , beleetherh God'and the ſeauen 
(pitits reigning with him to be gracious 

Tue» x5, to thetn' And though Diutt in the Ghoſl+ 
pell were a damnedfſoule, yet he was not 
condemned for praying to Abraham aftet 
he'was dead 3 and muchleſſe cafiit be af- |} x 

firmed ,but that Ayabambeatd his prayer 
though it wefe ior graumed.. The Amis . 

gells therefofe and the Saints may eticn 

out of Scfiptiire be proned” to heare out 
prayers, fince we fitid thereby that men 
prayed to Saitits without afiy. note of 
that folly ,which would haue beene done 
Tothem, if the Saints had niot heatd theit 
prayers. 
\ mh." Moteover fince the Seripttre tea- 
. Chethys otherwiſe, that Oxias, Teremins, 
+.” andother Saints, after they had departed 
Sf our 


 » he timer mth. ml” 
out of this life} did inſtanily, and inceſ- 
ſantly make ther prayers for the inhabi- 
tants of this world; what inconuenience 
cati be imputedby out Adberfaryes to 
the beliefe-weavie, thatinhisface who 
ſeetl-all thitigs they fee alſo the prayers 
we wake tom by theif trieances ? And | 
ſitice we all Profefle thatirhe Saints of 
hexgen are completely happy,howennut- 
ot deſcriie they to be acoompted who 
would abhdge ther of altpower to help 
& heare miſetablecreatures , who ranke 
themfelues ynder their patronage, and 
Tecom mend themfelues earneſtly totheir 
affiſtance ? Not as they would4dv to God 
ypon whome their good ortgrnally de- 
pendcth, and ffom whome all grace and 
olory tloweth;; but as ro his Friends, and 
Fauorits, who onthe one ide hate had 
experimentall khowledg of our miſeryes 
andon the other tide hauebeenearfſamad: 
tothe reward of eternall happynes; and”. 
are as ſo mihy conueyances, and rich * 
conduds of cheſt graces'to the ſoules, 
Nd fy ma 


4+) ; 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. XII. 


oP H Z £15 no articleof. our Religign 
,*, which1s, more impugned by thee. 
nemy of mankind, then his of Saints; 
& I could name a great Caluiniſt, anda 
great manthat lived not long agoe , who 
could patiently inough be tould that hy 
was not truly called totheplace beheld, 
who yet whenthere was{peach of the in- 
uocation of the B,Virgin,grew abruptly 


that he ſeemed to belittle better thenpol- 
ſefſed. Andas all of them are extremely 
auerſe in the generality of praying to 
Saints ſo particulerly.t hath place when 
there1s noqueſtion of honouring, or im- 
ploring the ayde of our B. Lady. , Bur it 
bath pleaſed Almighty God in; bis good- 
Kes , that. after the rate of their malice 
who 1mpugne this. article; ſo is theeui- 
dence, whereby .they are to. þe conuin- 
Lo and gt only by the 
-pratiſe of the Church, the ft 1n- 
| vn of Holy Scripture, the con for- 


mity 


into ſuch a paſſion , or ratber fury , as 


Tru 


rs” 
mity with nacure and reaſon,” but with 
;nfinite arguments of miracles which' 
God hath ſet as ſo many ſeales ypon this” 
Truth; | 

It is ſtrang ( and would beineredi-- 
ble ,if we were tould by lefle then expe- 
rience itſelfe ) that there ſhould be ſuch 
2 deale of infidelity in the” world; as to: 
make men doubt,and of impudence as to 
mdkethem deny,that the power'/and o- 
of miracles 1s ſtill in the Church; & that 
they haue beeneabundantly-wroug ht by 
the prouidence and power of 'God, in' 
proofe of inuocationof Saints, & aboue 
all of the glorious , and immaculate Y ir= 
gin the Mothey , the Daughter, and the: 
Spouſe:of God . There is no corner of the! 
Chriſtian Catholike world, which is not” _ 
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fall of them - but no tyme or place will bas 44 


able more redily to riſe yp1niudgment 
apainſt our Caluiniſts, then thermer 
of this kind which God hath ſhewed ia 
bonour of theſacred Virgin,in theſe ye 
ry dayes of ours, and even inthe next 
confines of our Country ..' © 40 568 

 "Forthey are great numbers: of moſt- 

SS ; 
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_*cartaine miracles which; haus bene 
wrought 1n Þxehant neere ta. Sichem, in a 

Chappell there denoted t9 our B.. Lady. 

The itoryes of the men, and womenthar 

have receabed: eiracylous gue by the 
prayers-of tha B. Virgin, ja-whomethey 

recammended:taemlciues ; after. exact, 

and: feadre gxaminat}en.iot the, particy 
themſclues ,,of the perſahs,who knew. 

them bath: before and; after., of whole 
Calledges-of Philkwans & Surgeons who 

had beene formerly pili: to theirinfy- 
mityes,baue been proued,and inrolledin 

_ therecards-of principall Gitiyes , Yea& 

the prouideperot God hath: been :fuch; 
asto make ſome one'pf. thelemiracles,, 
fall pon the moſt known. begging wrip- 
lenf a whole Country, and of whome 
Tot his notorious deformity trom{bisma: 
thers wombe,togeather with theimpan, 
mnity.of bis begging, all the ttates of che 
Court;and Tow:te from: the. 4rchduhker, 
and -1nfants.themiclues. ; to the meaneſt 
- Tradeſwan in Bruxel haue taken preciſe 
and perfet knowledge. There was Lſay 
4 moſt imporcat lame- creature.z;/who 
nb cam® 


Tohn _ 
Clement , 


q d 4 


Aotwhat of counterfaited mipacles; 


exme deformed out of bis mothers womb 
{ and by. occalian thereof he. was her 
death ) whoſe knees by continuall clea- 
ving to:his breaſt , had made deep holes 
therein, whole leggs hung dawne like g 
couple of drum-ſtickes , and whoin his 
life had neuer made one pale, but on his 
hands and hipps; this man,if he was not 
rather a monſter, theyallſaw when he 
was thus , and within a fortnight after 
( when he had beene miraculouſly, and 
in an inſtant cured by the prayers of the 
moſt gracious, and glorious Queene of 
heauen in that Chappell deuored tq her 
{elfe) they ſaw him againe of a good ſtay | 
ture, of good proportion, of good health 
and ſtrength. And not only, he was ſeen 
by them,butwany of thoſe noble Engliſh 
Gentlemen who accompanyed the Earle 
of Harrford in his. Embaſlage- to: that - 
Court, did alfofee him, and fpeake with 
him, and fo may yet as many more as wil 
in Bruxels, where he continueth to. this 
day , and his name is lohn Clement . 


They are wont to tellvs,, L know 


and 
l 
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| doubt nor bur ders may 'haue beeng 
3 counterfaited, and thateuen in the Apo. 
|| itles dayes, as well as ours : but ſo far off 
| is that from-prouing that there are no 
true miracles ;as this, wonld be a ridicy- 
lous inference: The Kings hand 1s coun« 
rerferted, thertore the King knoweth not 
how'to write his name. It would rather 
hould onthe otherſ1des, 'That becauſe Þ * 

ſometimseitber for pride, orprofit ſome Þ P* 
men arefo wicked astocounterfeite mi- Þ © 
Tacles ,1c15 ancuident ſignethat true mi- ſh 
Tacles arewroughrſometymes, which no Þ F 
man would be {o ſottiſh as tocounter Þ 


faite, as no man would counterfeite the h 
Kings hand if the King could not write , : 

But howloeuer I aſſure the Reader C 
3n the word of a Chriſtian, and' as inthe | 
preſence of God , who needeth not thar 


any maitſhould tell a:lve m his bebalfe, 
and who'will gricuouſly punith ſuchim- 
poſtures wherefoeuer he findeth them , 
Thatthe Church our Mother deteſterh 
allſuch1mpotenc, & 1impureproceedivg; 
andexcommunicateth ſuch as concurre 
tothe countenancing therot , And as by 
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occaſion of the frequetmiracles wrought 
lately in divers parts of Brabant , there 
haue beeneſome found ſo wicked, as to 
the vitermoſt of their power, to maks 


ſome very few falſe miracles paſle for 


true ones; ſo ( the prouidence of God 
working by the prudence of ſuch as haue 
the office of looking 1nto thoſe matters} 
they haue beene dereRed, and grieuouſly 
puniſhed with whipping, hauing their 
tongues bored through, and being bant= 
ſhed out their Countrey, as appeareth y= 
pon record in Bruxclls. _ 
And 1a thoſe parts where miracles 
haue beene fo frequently ſeen in theſe la- 
ter tymes, the examination of the truth 
of them doth not (as God would haue it) 
lye there inthe handes of Eccleſtaſticall 
perſons ( whome the rage of. hereſy is 
wont tocharge with at leaſt connmency 
in this point,if not colluſion) butthe cu» 
ſtome hath beene of many yeares, for the 
ſecular Magiſtrates to take knowledge 
thereof , who will not be pretended euen 
by our Aduerfaryes to be ſo partiall as 
thoſe others ; 


| Now 
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Now, for aſmuch as concerneth thy 
truth, or falſhood of our miracles , a}. 
though it ſhould be true that the moſt 
part of them are wholy falſe ( which yet 
15no more poſlible then that the whole 
world ,exceptour Adue:faryes,ſhould be 
all growne fooles or knaues ) yet if all 
that were graunted, and that yet either 
they ſhall contefle, or it may be1uſtifyed 
that any one miracle was euer wrought 
by God vpon the prayers made to our B, 
Lady, with the 1nuocation of her ayde, 
( which truth the Divell himſelfe 15s not 
fodogged, orfodamned as to deny ) one 
of thele two thinges will follow, that et- 
ther Almighty God hath cooperated fo 
far to afalſe doctrine, as to'credit it by 
ſupernaturall meanes ( which cannot be 
conceined without blaſphemy ) or els 
that the 1nnoeatlan of Saints,and 1n par- 
ticuler of the immaculate and moſt glo- 
rious Virgin, catinot be 1mpugned , or 
denyed without hereticall impiery . 
* Andiftheinfereceof onetrue miracle 
be fo pregnant, what will that be which 


way be made from ſo many hundreds , 
Þ Van, oy which 


_” 
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which howſoeuer they be moſt evidently 
true , and moſt eaſily knowne to be ſo, 


Z IN 
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ot W we are the lefſe to wonder at the incre- F 
yet duhty of our Aduerſaryes , through 

ole the doctrine which 1s delivered 1n the 

be perſon of Abraham, and recorded by the 5 
all Eyc * 26; 


Evangeliſt S. Luke, where he fayth that 
nr B thefriends of Dives, who then ſurvived, 
ed had Moyſes amons them and the Prophets , 
ht and if they refuſed to heave them , neither - 
D, would they bileeue though one hould viſe t0 
C, them from the dead By changing only the 


ot termes-1t falleth out to be the Caluniſts 

16 caſe, who having the Church of Chriſt 

ſ in ſuch a viſible;and yndoubted manner 

o before their eyes, do yet conteſt, yea and 

y deteſt the authority thereof ; for the pu- 

C niſhment of which peruerſnes , the moſt 

s vndoubted miracles which are wrought 

by God, in confirmation of the doarine 

» which ſhe teacheth,aredenyed tobetrue , I 

; by them who haue eyes,;and fee not, who 
haue harts, and vnderſtand not, butare 

* |. vncapableofall inſtrudion ;and which. 


dayly ripen towardes damnation if they 
free them not from-ſinning thus againſt 
I 2 their 


ETD 
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their conſcience , as the lewes did not 
withſtanding the 1ntinite miracles of our 
Sautour Chriſt , whici: yet they would 


neuer bedrawa to acknowledge but did 


impute thoſe argtwents of his Omnipo- 


tency either to colluſion with the parties 
who werecured, or to the yſeof Sorcery 
in caſting out ſome Duels by the help of 
others. 

The corporall miracles wrought 
by God at the 1nterceflion of our B. Lady 
'arein-a manner innumerable ; yet are 
they few in compariſon of the ſpiritual 
miracles , which are dayly feene by the 
conuerſion of ſoules to Gods ſeruice, 
through the prayers of the Mother of 
God and vs. It 1s moſt certarnely true 
and knowne to be ſa, that innumera- 
* ble ſinners haue beene reduced topen- 
"nance before their death, to which grace 
they were.neuer knowne to hauchadany 
other dilpolition, but by ſome tendernes 
of deuotion,though imperfe&, which in 
their harts they euer carryed to our B, 
Lady . Innumerable they are who only 
- comming into thoſe Sanuaryrs, w_ 

G 


| 


_—_ 


wo 
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God hath been molt honou: 2d inthe ce- 
uoiton borne to his B . Mother ( as par- 
ticulerly in that holy houſe of Lorezro.) 
and-there bauing recommended them- 
ſclues ( though vawortily inough) to 
our B. Lady , they haue yet found taem- 
ſclues , lomerymes ſtrocken downe with 


the horrible feare of Gods 1adgmentes, 


lomerymes raiſed vp with an extraordi- 
nary hope of mercy {oinetymes ſtrocken 
throughwith refleting vpon the yglines 
and baſenes of linne. as that 1n the lame 
very initant they haue refolued ypon a 
whole change of their ltues , without ta- 
king any longer tyme then of ſq many 
minutes as might condua them, and caſt 
them at the feet of a Ghoſtly Father, tor 
tne making. of entire Reſtitutions, the 
quitting of lenſuall conuerſations , the 
depoling of mortall, or rather immortal 
emnityes, and the performing of fuch os 
ther heraicall , and high as of mind; 
which as they cannot be purchaſed but 
by theinfinite merit of Chriſts paſſion, - 
{o that1s never more comfortable, and 
efteRually applyed, then by the meanes 

_— "i = 
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134 -- TheWiddowes Mite, 
of our B. Ladyes ſacred proteQtion, and 


deare prayers. And although theac«& 
records of theſe ſpirituall miracles be 
not fo well kept in parchment as are the 
corporall;yet I appeale to the conlcience 
of obſeruing and curious Catholikes, 
which cannot faile to bearewitnes with 
me of this truth, that the bowe'ls of our 
B. Ladyes compaſſion do by the proui- 
dence of God extend themſclues as much 
more frequently to the ſtrang cure of 
foules then of bodyes , as the booy is leſſe 
conliderable then the ſoule :in fo much 
asa whole Cit'y in 1taly hath been found 
ypon ſomedeuotion which ithath raken 
to our B .Lady, to make within the ſpace 
ofafewyears ſuch a totall change trom 
vice to yertueand piety, as there 1s dif- 
ference betweene a diſorderly Tauerne, 
and a devout Church. 

In the ſame manner if the State of 


_ Brabant, and the Provinces adioyning 


( for as muchas concerneth Morality. or 


'Religion )be conſidered , and the ditfe- 


rence well weighed concerning the great 
example of vertue , and manners, "7 
"the 


* 4 + 5) = 3 
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the integrity of Fayth, to the contrary 1n 
both thee reſpe&s, whereby thoſe coun- 
tryes were indangered varnl] the miracles 
( wrought by the interceflion of qur B. 
Lady , neere Suhen , and other places ) 
made them caſt a quicker eye of humble 
deuotian towardes her : If it be conhde- 
red I (ay, how all the ſtates of people are 

admirably improued fince that tyme, all 

ſuch, as rozeather with common ſenſe 
haue not the poylan of pretudicate paſs 

in their harts, and heades, will acknow- 
ledge thepgwertfull and gracious hand of 
our B , Lady 1n this heauenly worke,and 

wil not faileto eſteeme 1t for a {pirituall 

miracle. 

Itis tyme that I grow to a conclu- 
fon, and I will procure to tye 1t yp 1nas 
ſraite a compalle as I can. I haue<ndea-» 
uoured to ſhew, how kighly our B. La- 
dy is honoured by the teſtimony, of holy 
Scripture, and to remoue ſuch obieions 
as her Aduerſaryes take from thence, 
whereby to. do her diſparagement . L 
haue ſhewed her Genealogy, her Beauty, 


her perfe&ion of vertue which filled the 


14 whole 
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whole world with heroicall a&ions; 7 
haue accompanyed that diſcourſe , with 
ſhewing how the whole Church hath 
1mployed it ſelfe in her deuorion, & how 
the ancient, moſt holy, and moſt learned 
Fathers haueendeauoured to excell one 
another 1n piety towardes her, wherein 
the SeQaryes of our tyme areas wholly 
valike them as in other thinges , I haue 
offered to the Readers-conſideration the: 
authority both of corporall,and ſpiritual 
miracles, wherby Almighty God hath as 
1t were laboriouſly concurred,in this age 
of ours, towardes the'planting of a Tro- 
 Phey toourB.. Lady 1n the harts of all 
men. Happy are they who meaneto take 
occalion heereby , either to begin, or to 
increaſe in a moſt reverend , and filiall 
afte tion towardes her : and moſt happy 
ſhould I accompt my lelfe, it the lictle 
which I haue beene able to fay, or doe, 
might cauſe ſome few mites,afterthe ex- | 
ample of this of myne, to be caſt intothe 
rich Treafury of her Prayſes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


TD V T it is to be confidered(for now [ 
chiefly ſpeake to my fellow-Catho- 


likes ) that the knowledge of our B. La- 


dyes greatnes, and goodnes muſt not go 
for a {peculatiue , but for a practical kind 
of knowledge, becauſe 1t doth excitare 
animum ad amorem , excite the mind of _ 
man to loue, as alſo 1t muſt be remem=-. 
bred that true loue 15 not idle; but opera- 
tiue , and doth ſhew it ſelfe by a'confor- 
mity of the will towardes that of the par-= 
tie beloued. And therfore as inthe begin- 
ning of this diſcourſe, I moued'my:Rea- | 
der to cotrat friend(hip with the: Queen 
of Angells ( for as her Humility holp to. 
make herſo, ſo her greatnes makerth her 
not yet the lefle humble, or depriueth 
ker of youchſafing to contra an 1ndillo. 
Jnble league ofamity with the meaneſt 
of thoſe foules, for which the Son of God 
and her was pleaſed to dye )ſo now in the 
end of it, I can aduiſe nothing more to 
purpole, then that thelaw of true friend- 


I's thip 
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ſhip towardes her may be performed , 
which 15 /dem velle and idems nolie,to will, 
and not will theſame thinge. We haue 
already ſeene how ſhe ſtood affected in 
this life, al which was ſpent withextrem 
10y of hart in Poverty , Chaſtity, Recol. 
I:2ion, Mortification , Huaulity, Pati- 
ence, and Charity . The thinges that ſhe 
cared not for, were the contraty of all 
thoſe vertues, & now that ſhe 1s aſlamed 
both in body and ſoule , into that height 
of glory which exceedeth the capacity of 
all the reſt of Creatures put togeather , 
whatotnher thing can ſhe will, in reſpe& 
of! herſelfe , but the good Will of God ; 
and what other thing can ſhe wil concer- 
nin2 vs, but that every one 1n his ſeueral 
calling ſhould adore with her the fame 
Will of God, & procure to ariue atthat 
10urn2ys end, by thoſe wayes which ſhe 
hath craced out for our wandring ſteps - 
It will not become me to dehiuer 

any opinion, or to giue any aduilſe of the 
parriculer deuvotions, which men ſhould 
do wel to nouriſh in themſelues,towards 


thus B . Lady . The natures, & a 
| -. a 
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and ſpirits of men are different, and xt 
would be hard for a wiſer manthen my 
ſelfe ro chance faire, in the giuing of a+ 
ny ſuch addrefſe. The mott generally 
imbraced deuotios which are-performed 
to her be two . The former whereof 1s 
the reciting of the Roſary , which was 
caſtinto that method by that great Patri= 
arch S, Dominicke, the Founder of a moſt 


' floriſhing Order. Ir 1s a molt excellent 


kind of prayer , compounded borh of 
meatall & vocall . The Vocall conhiting 
all of Pater Nofters, and Aus Maris 
{ whicharealſo of that kind the moſt ex- 
cellent prayers) and the Mental! part, 
hauing no. lefle matter for the ſubiect , 
then all the principall Myſteryes of our 
B . Sauiours incomprehenſible Incarna- 


tion, his moſt admirable life, his maſt do-- 


lorous Pailion,and moſt glorious Reſur- 
retion, and Aſlcenfion. 


The other is of the Sodality of our B , 


Lady, fo called by the ſociety which men 
haue one with another, 1n doing her ho. 


nourand ſeruice,and conſequently 1n bee 


ing happy by her afliſtance, Itwaspriv» 
cipally 


FP: l 4 7 4 % \, _"— "i" 
TT OT C16 cs 
, Y o «1 | 
, LI 
” | 
- | P 
i 4 VJp | 


E 


x20 © The Widdowes Mites 

cipally inſtituted 1njremembrance of her 
moſt glorious Aſſumption. The prattiſe 
' thereof conliſteth 1n mens reſoluing at 
their firſt entrance, vpon a renouation 
of their life , by making then a generall 
confeflion, and by growing afterwardes 
in ſpirit through the frequenting of I 
craments at certaine tymes, ynder the 
happy conduct and dire&tion of the Fa- 
thers'of th2 Society of /eſus. And in par- 
riculer, b:fides the faſting ypan the eucs 
of all our B. Ladyes feaſts, and the recy« 
ting of thoſe Plalmes, and Prayers euery 
day whereof her Office 15 compoſed , it 
dothrecommend a carefull and dayly ex- 
amination of the conſcience , eſpecially 
for the getting and keeping of thar puri- 
ty, which maketh. theſoule ſo gratefull 
in the{1ghr of Gbd. They meet togeather 
atleaſt once a weeke , and then they re- 
ceane lighr and help towards the perfor- 
ming bothof that which hath beene ſayd 
already, as alſo for the exercifing offuch 
workes of charity, whether they be cor- 
porall or ſpirituall , as in their ſeuerall 
callinges they can reach ynto , namely 

yultting 
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viſiting the ſicke, burying of the dead,re- 
leafing of priſoners , reconciling of ene- 


" mies, and the like. And both to this So- 
y dality, and to that other company of the 
, Roſary , great Indulgences are apply cd 
" by the Sea Apoltolike, and the particu- 
ji lers aſwell of prwuiledge as obligation , 
| 


may eaſily be learnt, by ſuch as wall, of 
b their Ghoſtly Father. 

As for priuate deuotions ſome exer- 
ciſe themſelues 1n ſaying their Beades, in 
contemplation of the moſt holy a&10ns 

of our B.Lady: Others ſay the holy Otl- 
ce before mentioned, which the Church 
hath compoſed 1n her prayle of Plalmes, 
and Leſſons taken out of Holy Scripture 
for that purpole : Others recite her Lera- 
nyes, wherby ſhe 15 both highlyprayled, 
and by her principall ates prayed 
ynto: Some faſt vpon the Saturday, be- 
cauſe that day 1s particulerly dedicated 
to ber ſeruice : Some rake a diſcipline! or 
wearea haircloth in ynion of the ſpirt= 
tual Martyrdome that ſhe ſuffered: Some. 
make a vow of Chaſtity in conformity 
with her more then Augelicall puri'y : 
tt i Sel Aud 
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And ſomethere be who give often almey 
for her {ſake with as goud awlll as if jr 
werefor the reheſe of her wonted pouer. 
ty . 

Theſedeuotions with m any others 
areperformed by good Chriſtians 1nthe 
Catholike Church, wherwith to honour 
the Mother .of God. Leteuery man con- 
tinue inthat, wherinhefindeth himſfelfe 
moſt roprofit; for there 'is none of them 
which procureth not, tothe reuerend y- 


this life, and which Jayeth not vp incom- 
parable rewards for the next. I only de- 
hreileaue, that I may expreſle a poore 
thoughrof myne . Iris , that for as much 
'as our B, Lady hath the office of aſliſting 


ourſoules when they are to depart our of 


this life(as doth euidently appeare by the 
practiſe of the Church which comman- 
deth her children to call dayly & hourely 
pon her for that purpo'e )'I thinkeit 
-would be profitable, and nothing paine« 
full ( for ſuch as haue the means) to gine 
dayly ( by-way of addition to their other 
deuotions )ſome little almes, thought 


ſers thereof , extraordinary:comforts tn: 


welrc 
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were but a penny ( or euen leſſe rather 
then nothing, where leſſe coyne 15 to be 
found) in honour of the immaculate Co- 
ception of ourB. Lady, to which mile: y 
Engliſh Catholiks have reaſon to be par« 
ticulerly denoted ( becauſe in England it 
grew ſooneſt to be moſt declared) & this 
to be offered tothe end that ſhe may bs 
pleaſed in particuler manner to afliſt, & 
comfort their ſoules 1n that fearefull pal- 
lage. 

Such as will not charge . their me= 
moryes to call this to mind, or will not 
trouble their handes in diſpoling of fo 
miſerable an almes, ſhall do wel {though 
yet lefſe well ) in commanding ſome 
very honeſt ſeruant todo that duty ; but 
with this further caution , that if by 
negligence the almes of one day- ſhould 
be forgotten , the next day 1tmuſt not 
faile to be doubled; and they who 'are ſo 
pooreas to want this-meanes , whether 
they be Religious perſons or ſecular ,may 
inſteed of thatlitle almes make ſome litle 
prayer in honour of our B.Lady, in con» 
templation of the ſame Myſtery, and in 
| expectation 
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expectation of the ſame benefire :Thay 
notheard of a ſhorter,or'a {weeter prayer 
then this which was vied by that holy 
Archbithop of Canterbury S. Auſelme,and 
may in this cafe be thrice repeated, Pj 

Dominc leſu, parce ſeruo Matris tug. Amen, 

O deare Lord .efus, forgiue the (ernant 

of thy Mother, Anien. And 1 haue al{o 
knowne this other, yied by lomegreat 

ſeruants of. God, and with adnnrable 

ſucceſle, in their neceſlityes , Maria leſs, 
ſpenſa 1vſcphy per immaculata Con: eptionem 
tuam, & puriſumam Virg'nitatcem iam ad- 
Ayua me..'O Mary the Mother of Ieſu, & 
the ſpoute of Iofeph, by thy 1mmaculate 

conception: and tay pure virginity I be- 

ſeech thee to affilt me. For as we cannot 
better expreſle our loue to. Chriſt our 

Lord, then by gwing honour toour B. 

Lady; {o neither can we more obligingly 
honour her, then by reuerently remem- 
bring her only Sonne, and her deare 

Spoule S. 7oſeph, as heere 1s done. 

Butto make either of thele pray- 

ers with good hope of grace, a man muſt 
indeed be her $:744nt ,as 15 expreiigd - 
4.46 105 ont For mg ho 
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the former of them: atid though Ido bur 
poinr outthe other particuler deuotion , 
without daring to aduile jn theeleftion, 
I muſt needes aduenture ro recommenl 


» 


1 i two generall conſiderations, wherof the 
cn. one will facilitate the other . The firſt of 
4nt 


them may be, to accuſtome'ones ſelfeaf- 
ter an eaſy , and liberall manner, and 
without ouer paincful refle&ion,to con= 
ſerue in theeyes of his mind, the conti- 
nuall preſence of our B . Lady, &to con- 
fider the Nobility ,and Solidity, togeathet 
with the extreme Facility wherewith ſhe 
performed all her a&tions:and theſecond 
to breed, and cheriſh a kind of tender, & 
ſweet affe&tion to her name, to her prayſe 
to her feſtiuityes,to her deuoted ſernants} 
and to be _ in giuing God enriere 
thankes for the infinite graces which he 
id imparted to her, and whetewith ſhe did 
0 


fo diuinely cooperate. 

This praiſe of this deuotion, need 

not diſtraR any man from others,it need 

not diſplace his temporal buſines the vſe 

of it rather may be to fill yp vacantty ms; 

and I know no' cauſe, why a man miy 
wes Kk not 


th he. be 
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not hope from hence to find ſuch helpes, 


as may derue to. make him-runne- with 


[a3 hom, 4 
ro fepo 
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viuallefe&'ot theſacred milke; and the 


ard. 


et 


_ thy;Virginucy we admicethy Humibcy, 


SWELL 4 


Plealure rhrough-the cariere of this dif. 
ordered, and diftaſttull life: For wholo. 
euer be the authour of this concept, to 
me 1t-{eemeth no 4ull-one : That as the 
ſtrength of a (piritualmans life muſt pros 
ceed ro, him from the bloud and cantide- 
ration-of-the Paſlion of our B.. Sauiour : 
ſo his comfort, and delight in Gad is the 


conteinplation of the life of our B. Lady. 
Ot whole,goodnes ro mankind let. vs 
heareand ponder .what'S. Bernardlayth, 
Suleat| miſericordiam. twam Virgo beata oe . 
Let him,,O bleſled Virgin, conceale tho 
prayles of thy aiergy (sf any ſachtherebe ) 
who-canremember;that thou did t euer 
fayle bim, when heinuoked thyne ayde 
1n) his/neceſlity ; but; as for vs:thy poore 
ſeruants , when we-cenlider the:re(t: of 
thy yertues; wereioyce ratheran reſpet 
of the ;but:in this: of thy mercy we are 
glad.in zegard of ourſelues. Weprayſc 


ve 


but-yerchy Mercy 15 to-ys of aſweet 
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, We imbrace thy Mercy more -cearely ,, | 
h we remember 1t morefrequently, and we A 
[ inuoke it more feruently . Thus he'. And, | 
a whoſoeuer ſhall confider thelife of Saint 
0 if. Bernard, one of the moſt devout ſervants, 
ie of our B\, Lady that ſhe ever had; and ſes 
Os how full it was on the one fide of extrem 


G auſterity ,& ſicknes,, &'yet on theother 
how his: ſoule did .cuen regorge.againe 
with the'exceſle, and ſatiety of ſpintuall 
comfort, will-eafily find in the paſſages 
of it, that-our B. Lady 1s a Miſtreſle well 
worth the ſeruing, and that ſhe. did caſt 
n, fomeſuch, ingredient-into the bundle of 
F myrrh, that $ . Beryard would needs lay 
1 next his heart,as made him cuen languiſh 
') and halfedye with loue.  ShaS* 
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H On v-fit thenie were, that ſincethe 
Caluiniſts will not follow 'the ins 
tin ofthis moſt boly Father, in giuing l 
high honqurto our B; Lady ,theythould = 
at leaſt. heare the\ voyceof the very Max 
hometanothemſelues,, who notwihſtans» 
ra, K 2 | ding, 
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ding, that they beleeue not our B Saui- 
our to haue been the Sonne of God , but 
only that he was an holy man,and an ex- 
traordinary Prophet, yetafter the rate of 
the Morher of ſuch a Prophet, they fran- 
kely yield ſo high honour to our B Lady, 
and they mention her purity and excel- 
lency vpon al occaſions with ſuch tender 
and entiere reſpeR,as no Caluiniſt in the 
whole world hath beene euer knowne 
to do. For how(ocuer when a Catholike 
ſhall 1oyne iſſue' with a Caluiniſt in the 
hearing'of moderate men of his own Re- 
ligion, concerning the excellencyes of 
ourLady,he wit bedrawn to ſay(though 
duly inough ) that ſhe was a moſt happy 
creature,a blefled Virgin, and in fine our 
Sauiours Mother: yer as it is euident that 
they donot penetrrateand ponder theyn- 
ſpeakable dignity which the being of his 
Mother doth inuolue; fo they are nevex + 
carryed to do her honour with any wil- 
lingnes and cheerefullnes, but only as it 
were by conſtraint ,and violence. Some 
of them wil prayle her faintly, when chey 
ſee thacthey muſt diſpraiſe -” if 
790”? | ency 


' The Widdowes Mite. 149 
they do it not zbut otherwiſe if a,man 
leaue them tothe worke of Nature, and. 
of the principles which indeed they. hold 
cqncerning her, a man.may line amongſt 
them ſo many yeares. as. to make euen 
Matthuſalem {eeme yong, before he find 
them onceenter voluntacily into any af-. 
fstuaus ſpeach in honqurof her, expro- 


feſſo+ 
. + . - Forthe proofe heereof I might ap= 
peale toeyery mans particuler experien- 
ce, and tothe conſcience of my Reader at 
large . Butto ſhew it yet better, as Y 2h 
Record, let at be conſidered, that fince 
Caluiniſme was {ct on foot, there hath 
not beene( for ought that euer 1.could 
learne) any onediſcourſe or book wraten 
dy any one of that profeſſion in honour , 
andadmiration of this B. Virgin, cither 
topubliſh her-prerogatiues, or toreflect 
.Ypon her. yertues , or $o.make contem+ 
plations ypon her moſt holy and happy 
at10ns ; arid much leſſe ro exhort the 
world toimitate that moſt excellent O.-. 
r1ginall of piety, which ſhe did ſet before ©! 
vs by herkife-and converſation. Nay ity. | 
dh K 3 all 
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_alfmy dayes I haue not beene ableto yn: 


derſtand that ener they beſtowed ſomuch 
a5 oneexpreſſeſermon'in honour of her, 
Nin ho wfonuer they might accor. 
ding to their erroneous beliete) haue dif. 
credited the dodrine of her inuocation , 
yet withall they 'mighrat leaſt haue larg: 
ly deſcribed,*8praiſed her vertues, they 
- mighthauemagnitfyed her prerogatiues, 
they might haue-perſwaded-nien to the 
imitation of” her examples, if in "their 
harts they bad proſecuted her*with true 
aftstion andadnyiration. 0510 
» >.) For could this omiffion-peraduen- 
ture come from Warit of matter worthy 
ro be'obſertiedin the B: Virgin'? Or be 
thele thinges"but fables which hauebeen | 
brought outoF Seripture, andlayd heere | 
before youreyes f No; Butthe'true rea | 
fon1s, that there is ſomething inthe ſpi- 
rit' of etrour ,”which 15 not compatible 
witha true, and tender, and filjatkreue+ 
rence of affteAion to theſacret'Virgin , 
which maketh them all carif/#kind"of 
footh towardes her : fome'grimine "and 
thew4t , others 'beare ic Withiywore pt. 


pearance 


pexrance of mc jeſt -; but with -no-lefſe 
malice, -and generallyall of themhaie 
ſome kind of antipathy-( whereof fome 
of themlſelues do (Carſs know the roote.) 
againſt her. By whome although ther 
ſoules may be affiſted and” fauauredras 
ſoone, andi ſomety mes before they” have 
the grace'todefire ſogreata bleſſing; ;yet 
their opinions are "hated by her-who 
brought him forth, that hath beene the 


deſtruction of all former, and will be fo 


1e of all future hereſyes. And it ſhould ſeem 
thatthe enemy of mafikind finding'rhe 

|= wound to beſo deadly which he hath re- 

y ceauedin great part by her meanes, pro- 

2 cureth to revenge himfelt ina particuler | 

1 F manner,byarmingſuchas hehath drawn 

> |F intoerrour; towatdesar auerfion' from |! 

= WE. [14 * "21 


For whereas Catholikes are taught | 
to know that they do not honour hertoo | 
much'in/ giving her whartfocuer/a pure | 
creatureis capable of ,/ and 1n belceuing | 
her to have been preſerued by the ſpecial | 
prerogative of Almighty God , from | 
thoſe ſhames, and finnes to which all the - 
—_ K 4 reſt. 
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reſt of matikind is ſubie&; and eventhy 
Mahomerans though they do not ſo much 
as belecue in the þ Hs of our Sauiour 
Chriſt, yet do they admire, and magni. 
fy her our of the very hiſtoricall relation 
that they haue of herlife: Theſe other ad- 
verſaryes of Gods Truth , and Church 
( whereof they once were, though naw 
they are departed from thence )ſuch as 
are only Iewes, and Heretikes be the on- 
ly two races of men, that can be found 
1 - vnder the cope of heauen(for the Pagans 
| know little of her ) to have lift vp their 
hands,and opened their mouths to thg 
reproach and blaſphemy gf this ſacred, | 
andimmaculate Virgin . 

ButTI would beſcech them euen by 
the bowells of Chriſt Ieſus our Lord ( if 
they careindeed for thoſe bowells of his, 
who-carry no more reuerence to theſe 
bowels of hers which brgu ghthim forth) 
thatif they will nat be as p1pus to wardes 
her as they ought, they will at leaſt not 
beſo RE imprudent as they aps 
to themſelues , Let them take heed how 


. 


thoy continue to arme theſelues wards 


# » it ſballfall, aud he vpon whom the ſtone 
4 


- fend him firſt, and afterward prouoke 


153 
the 2Mavlt of this Tower of ſtrength: xjer, i 
Chriſt himſelfe is the corner ſtone, and 2; 
our B. Lady'is the Quarry, or rather the ” 6. 
Mine of ſpatles marble, out of which he 
would be taken,without the help of any 
other handes the thoſe of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Our Sauiour hath ſayd of himlelfe, inthe 


f1 v0 of this ſtone, He that /{umbleth by pe 
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leth , ſhallbe driuen to powder : which 
howſoeuer it be principally , & litterally 
true of him, in; regard of them who of- 


him to take vengeance of them for their 
other finnes; yet experience telleth vs, 
thatit carryeth ſome proportion towards | 
ſuch others as oppoſe themſelues,and of 
fend the honour of our B, Lady, who 
haue come, after lives led'in extreme ob- 
{cyrity of mind and miſery, to end wrer= | 
chedly in deſpayre. | 

I remit my ſelfe to good obſervers; 
whetherſome ſuch as hauing beene Ca- 
tholikes,and comming after to looſe(to- | 
geather with their Religion) the very res . 
patation bath of Chriſtianity , and com» 


Ks mon 
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mon honeſty , haue not beene formerly 
knowne to carry a ſecret ; and ſubtil; 
ſpite to the honour of our Lady - and on 
the other fide, I could for a need name 
ſome Caluiniſts , who being in a faire 
way to obtaine both temporall , and eter: 
nallfelicity by finding themſelues to be 
moued internally to grow 1ntoſometen- 
dernes of deuortion towards our B.Lady, 
vponan expreſſe refhiſtanceof thoſe good 
motions, and a fortifying themiſelues in 
the contrary purpoſe , haue fallen into 
ſuchpouerty, and miſery, and difreputa- 
tion, and confuſion , as that; at thein- 
' Kant'wherein now I ſpeake ; they are 
growne to be the yery By-wordes, and 
"1" IP of- the places wherein they 

&'. 

And as forfſuch as are, and by the 
grace of God are to continue of our co. 
munion , whether they beof England, 
or any other Countrey ( as there 1s a [ati- 
trade inthe natures , and inclinations of 
men )\'and ſome euen amongſt'vs'ars 
much more devoted to our B.Ladythen 
ſome athers ( yet ſo that noneof ys doe 


not 
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nottakeioy in ning her gladly all her 
rights, none of vs thatdo norextoll her , 
noneof.ys that do not delire her prayers, 
that God Almighty may be mercifull yn- 
to vs through Chriſt 6hr Lord?) fo Tcan 
proteſt} as in the Jiuine preſence; that 
whoſoever they-be amongſt vs/thiatare, 
and appeare to be the moſt tendetly affe- 
Red towards the bonouting, and loving 
of this ſacred Virgin are alſo found' ts 
be the'met who 1n other reſpe&s deſerue. 
to be acknowledgedas moſt eminent in, 
all kind of AngelicalFvertue. Sothatde-. 
votion to her,/15 notoanly a diſtin figne 
between'goodand bad; that is, between 
Catholikes and fo®Catholikes /but ir 18 
in like manner afigne of diffetende: be 
tweene good, and better, that 1s between 
ordinary Catholikes ind ſuch others”, as 
are the beſt amongſt vs'.” And+ though. 
ſome may haue their mouths and perisful 
of hef prayles, whileſt their harts/are 
Yoydeof her yertnes{and Theſcech Teſus 
from my very ſotile that my ſelfe may net 
be found'the foremoſt of that rank yee - 
in ha a ae E 
— {+}. | 
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firſt delinered 1s moſt certainely true, , 
 Towardsthe further building yp of ſr as 

her greatnes , in the iudgment. of any ſhe m 
reaſonable man, L will dehire him ye to ſhun; 
let one only other ſtone be added , by ſhon a 
remembring that Parable of the Peay, hid e 
which was giuen for thedayes worke in herfe 
the Ghoſpell, and by confidering that Fdert: 
{peach of our Sauiour which he vicd a Þ&: 
gainſt thoſeenuzous old labourer: 1s it 

at lawfull for me to do what 1 will with my 

Blart.aa 998e? and, 1s your eye therfore exill becauſe 

1 am. good? For heereby he may yoder- 
Rand , that Almighty: God is. not any 
bodyes Wrd, that he diſpoſeth of his 
—— according to.the latitude of his 
owne heart ; and thathe would haye the 
world rather enlarge 1tſelfe towards the 
admiration of his ya{peakable bounty , 
powred forth ypon-hiscreatures,then be 
accuſtomed, through certaine mechani- 

call, andenuious little thoughts, to paint 

him our , as if he were ſome miſerable a- 


ed Prince, that were-in feare of being 
- we" if he ſhould raiſe his fauorits to 


any extraordinary degree of greatnc , wk 


But the caſe tandeth far otherwiſe; 
'pof for as God is infiniteinall thinges , fo is 
e moſt eminently infinite in the com- 
1unication, andeffuſion of himſelfe v- 
on all ſuch ſoules as do nobly ſeruehim, 
pd eſpecially ſuch as do it with greateſt 
xerfeRtion, and areenabled by bim town. 
lertake , and diſcharge the higheſt fun- 
- {ions . The Patriarkes were made won- 
Jerfully fit for their offices, the Apoſtles 
ortheirs, the Precurſour of Chriſt for 
1s, his ſuppoſed Father S. Joſeph who 
eally was his conduQour, guide, & go- 


ernour )for his, And ſo the ummacula- 
te, pure, moſt _ ,and molt gloci- 


ous mother of God , was aboue all made 
moſt fit for hers. But we may firſt deſ- 
cend a greatdeale lower, & yertnotlooſe 
the higher of her greatnes. For there is nos 
the meaneſt of vs all who ſhall not atthe 
day of judgment, if he dye in the ſtate of - 
Grace, haue a body which ſhall then be 
knit to the Soule, moreglorious thenthe = 
Sunne, as impaſſibleasthe Angells,in«.. 
comparably more ſubtile then lightning 
and we cannot now ſo cafilytranflate a 
| thought 


* 
* 
= 
= 


; 158. The Widdowes Mite; Gs 
thought'from one end of the work 1, 
another; as theti we ſhallbe able to tranſ: 
port our ſelues',asit were 1n an inſtany, 
We thall beimmorcall, we ſhallbe Heirs, 
ot the-kingdome of heauen, we ſhallh, 
Coheirs with Chriſt ,and if he be a King, 
we-lballall be allo kings of heauen, Fel, 
lowſhipin poſlefling of that kingdome 
dothnort weaken ,or leſſen the excellen. 
cy of dominion; as xt would doſheere on 
earth: butt doth bighly beautify and in- 
creale tt through the ypton of will, which 
rezgneth in thoſe happy-ſoules . 
Our Sauzour {peaking to/his Apo. 
bt ſtles and diſciples ,and intheir perſons to 
|  luchas would keep his commandments; 
entteth{o tar by words of tendernes asto 
deſpoyle them of {eruitude, andtocloath 
them with the precious-robes of: friend- 
ſhip Vos amici metreſtis &e.48-1tchehad 
ſayd;'\No longer will I accompt;younow 
my {eruants, but I:will-aduance/you to 
* Izc.3-the'irankeof being-my:friendes;; He bad 
A formetly atowed to/the-Apotles;that 
Fa... of his'kingdome t0/ their; vie 


5 > a8 | 
{> - bedifpd 
8 "v1 8 es. > ; 4 
' > © his Father haddiſpoſcd thereof 40 bs 
 >x24doved; _ Againe 
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Againe he aſſumerhthem,that they who | 
had left all, and followed bim, ſhould fix #%*- 
vpon twelue ſeats, and 1wdge che twelue 
Tribes of. I{raell, (whereby the,whole 
world is fignifyed.: And S . Pawl.taketh ; pg, q 
ypon him to warrant, that Chriſtians 
ſhall iudge euen very Angells atthe laſt 
day - Now this Iuditature 15 an a@,,and. 
exerciſe of a: Kings royalty, and therea- 
ſon why .carthly Kings do it not.in their 
own perſon 1s becaule, either they wang 
knowledge, or induſtry,or for that they 
cannot be in {o.many-/places inſo/ſhort 
a tyme as were conuenient.: but none of 
theſe thinges can be ſayd of Chriſt, and 
therefore when he maketh- bis Apoſtles | 
iudges, itisnot toexcule him(elfe; but to 
impart to:them a kind of ſupreme ho+ 
nour and authority ouer the reſt his-crea+ 
eures.': , * of Ja, | 
We ſce then the ynſpeakabls bounty 
of Almighty God towards all ſuch as are 
to pray{e.and ſerue him-1n the. Court of. 
heauen for all ecernity:; weſee that ſomg. 
of vs ſhall tadge the world; That weſha] 
iudge Angells; That wo ſhall be Kivgs.of 
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heauen, hcires to God, and coheirs with 
Chriſt ; yea and, That cuen inthis life | 
ſuch as keep his Commandemears are 
already inticuled by the name of Frieag;, 
or Fauoriss of Chriſt Tefos . And is itpoſ- 
fible for any Chriſtian ro have fo little, c 
and {o poorea foule, as to thinke that (* 
the Mother of God is not to be honoured (ls 
in a manner much ſuperiour to all this? el 
Is it poflible that fince God doth not || 6 
make Ofhcers as earthly Kings make the 
{who take ſuch as they find , whether 
they be good or bad,& fo they continue) 
but he firſt makerh men fit for the places 
to which he calleth them ? Is it poſſible, 
fincethe dignity of the Mother of God ; 
dothi\vnſpeakably exceed thedignity of 
Patriarchs, Prophend, Precurſours, Apo- 
ſtles;and whatlocuerimployment wher- 
of a pure creature is capable , that any 
man ſhould be ſo voyd of natural Logick 
as not to draw an argument from tlie 
leſſe ro the greater : That if theleſſe hath 
much Te, the grearer hath much 
_ -more? Or rather that he ſhould have ſo 
little wit, or commonſenſe, as not bo "4 
6d at 
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That as in numbers the more do exceed 


te che fewer, ſo our B.Lady doth outſtrip 
1 all the other creatures of God in greatnes 


* | ingrace, inauthority,andin Maieſy. 


» Let not therefore our Aduerſaryes 5; 
well for ſo in reſpe& of their opintosthey wil Conely- 
bi needs deferue to be called)deccaue them- $192 » 

| ſclues. They may thinke it 15 zeale which 

- they have in abaſing the honour of our 


\- B , Lady, whereas indeed it is but igno- k, 
rance in the moſt innocent of them, and 
in others cither hypocriſy; or 'enuy . Ma- 
ny of them who ſaw how Caiphas did in 
that ſolemne aſſembly of Prieſts, & Do- 
ours of Hierwſalem , caſt vp his eyes to 
He wen , and, rend his Pontificall gar- 
ments, & exclaime with horrour againſt 
GY Chriſt himſelfe, affirming that he had 
: blaſphzmed', did doubtles 1udge by the 
appearance of it, that, the High Prieſt 
had ſome reaſon. And ſome couetous , 
or malicious Iew, who bad beene pre- 
feat, when Iwdas cenſured the matchles 
enamoured Penitent of our Lord S;' 
Mary Magdalen (as waſting that precious | 
oyntment ypon his head , and crying | \ 
” 1 oY 
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out that it ſhould rather have beene im: 

ployed vpon the poore ) would as wil. 
lngly, & perhaps with as much reaſon , 

haue-giuen his voyce with 1udas againſt 

Chritt, as theſe men do eagerly maligne 

and of whomeI have ſeenslome grow 

pale , and euen hicke through the rageof | 

enuy, when they oblerue how curious, | 

and coſtly we are content to be in our 

defire, not only to anoynt as1t were, and 

adorne the head of this ſacred Virgin 

with our prayſes, but to caſt our ſelues 

at her pure feet by" our Inuocations, 

T are heere the Prouerbe may well 

come 1n, LAN «not gonld that ghſtereth ; 

and thattwinckling Brother, who 1n the 

zeale he pretendeth to carry to Gods ho- 

nour, doth ſecretly repine and ſnarle at 

that of our Bleſſed Lady, inſteed of ma- 

king for himſelfea Crowne in heauen, 

may then be hammering out. eternal! 

chaynes for his ſoule in Hell. This may 

ſerue to them for a word of aduice, that 

W. atleaſt they may vſc modeſty inthis mat- 
-. ter, if they will not be drawneto vſe pie- 

CE ; I* : 


But 
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But we Catholikes are farre-from 
needing ſuch aduice as this, who know 
our dutyes towardes the blefled Mother 
of Almighty God, and who are not, in 
this reſpe&t,to be drawn from lefle wan- 
dring, but to be incouraged ton ardes 4 
faſter going. I doe therefore preſumeto 
caſt my {elte, with moſt entiere venera- 
tion , at+thy pure: teer, O thou; moſt. 
gracious, and moſt triumphantly glor- 
ous Queene of Keauen, the Mcther of 
wy Saviour, & my God , the f\umme and 
top of all excellency, and perfection vn- 
der him .I beſeech thee by thoſe: thy.im-/ 
maculate bowells of mercy , which 1m- 
braced, and1ncloſed the Lord of life, by. 
thoſe ſacred breſts which gaue him ſucke 
and ted him towardes:the accomplith- 
ment of our Redemption, looke downe 
vpon vs with thoſe eyes \ which fince 
they bethyne, cannot chooſe but be of 
extremecompatſhon .Lacke not only v- 
pon:vs bur ypon thoſe others alſo whom 
bctorel. mertzoned;, who howſoeuer they 
be our Brethren: according; to the ficih; 
yet they, wall -ncedes make themfclues 
£9; L 3 ſtrangers 
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ſtrangers from the Covenant of thy 


Sonne, rightly vnderſtood , and Part. 
culerly from doing thee the honour that 
belongs to his moſt worthy , and maſk 
ſacred Mother , 

Tros , Tyriusq, t1bi nullo diſcrimine —— 
Intercede for vs who are now begging 
thy aſliſtance; intercede for them , who 
do notſo, to the end that they may haue 
the grace to doit. Tota pulchra es amica 
mea, & macula non et in te : Thouart all 
faire, and ſweet, thou waſt as entierely 
1mmaculatein thy Conception, as in thy 
Aſſumption . There was neuer any finne 
in thee, or any {ad aſpet towardes vs. 
Then let me reſort to that notion of 
Friendſhip, wherewitit | began this 
diſcourſe, which Lyeram making in thy 
honour. © | 

We Catholiks are thy humble, & ob- 
ſequious feruants ,and Serui are humiles 
amici;a kind of humble friendes we are 
in being thy ſeruants : nor wile thou 
diſdaine to know 'vs by the name of 
Friends, fince Chriſt hi nſelferhy Sonne 
our Sauiour Youchſafed to call , and ac« 
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compt them his friends, that follow his 
directions ,. as hath beene/fayd '*Pere* 
t formeto vs therefore ,-all thoſe parts of © 
t Friendſhip , and prote&ion, which rhy; 
State of Glory may affoard, and our 
- | State of nulery doth need; and-obraine 
Grace for vs, that we may,,neuer fayle 
of Fayth, and loyalty towardes thee. 
P Thou art the Woman who wert not 
4 | only cloathed by the Sunne, but thou ' ©» 2 
didſt alfo cloath the Sunne of Iuſtice, | ** » © 


© UYyY 


Il 

y whuleſt thy immaculate fleſh, and bloud 

y was imparted to the Sonne of thy womb. > 
By bir we beg of thee, that thou wilgin- 


| tercede for ys to him, that we may line | -. 7 

f | inhisfeare, and dye in his fauour :gnd»+ © 7 

s | thatas heere we haue the comforttoen= | 2 

y | 2oy thee, as our chiefe Mediatiix of In 
terceſiion towards him ; ſo with. thee & 

- | atthy feer, we may pray ſe , and glorify |. 

4 him in aleternity, as our ohlyMediatour 
of Redemption. | 
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Chriſt our Sauiour © 4 
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2b 
_V xx bythe miſt of ghesthat onergfew! | 
Thy ſacred face, which was deſignd to be” © 


The ſporles mirrour where al ſouls might "Y 
The quinteffence of their felicity : 


Db n 


2. 


Eu'n by the Sea of, thoſe ſalte teares, aherein * 
Thyne eyes like Sunnes did ſet, whoſe only ſight | 
Was ableto have made eu'n Hell begin ES. 
To be competitour , Ws FORAY ti, for light: | 
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Made 1 in Contemplation of the Paihad of | 
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Eun by the Korme of bloudy hayle, which fell 
y 


From t 
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faint limmes, and dide the palid pround 
With Rubies of the Rocke, diflolued fo well 
By fire of Louc, as doth mans {kill confound : 


4 


By that fierce agony , thar deep diſtrefſe, 
J hat deſolation , and that bitter woe, 
That feare, that care, that bart-ſicke heauines , 


Which inthe Garden did exhauſt thee fo : 


5 + 


To thee no garden , but a bed of thornes, 
Fhereon thou wert kept waking, to foreſee, 


And count(togeather with my finnes )thoſe ſcornes, 
And payns, which ſoone thou waltto feele for me.) 


6, 


Deare Sauiour of my ſoule, by all the Story 

Of that nights worke ( that night that bad no end) 
or me thyne eare of mercy , for thy glory > 

r with what face can I my good pretends 


- 


f » 


They arenot Thyne , my ſoueraigne Lord , but Thee | 
Which IaffeR, with reſtles appetite *_ Ln | 
Thy creatures all ( though Heauen included be) | 
Fall ſhort of giuing me complete delight, * * 


Giue < 
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| By dying on a Croſſe, ſhewes more inſight. * 
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Giue methy (elſe, and ( if a begper mav 

Become a chooſer) give thy (elfe juſt ſo, | 

As inthy Paſſion thou didſt goto pay 

That haps Rent=chiarge, which I,not « Thod didſt owe. 


9's 


Thy Paſſion , which alone doth make. me know, 
That as in other thinges thou doſt ſurpaſſe 
Angells and men : {oheere thou doſt ourgo: 
Thy ſelfe', as farre as Diamondes do Glaſle , 


JO. 


For thee, todo all that thou canfſt conceaue, '- | 
Is nothing, for thou art Ornnipotent : 
Butfor a.God to ſuffer, and berezue 

Hicaſelfe of power, ſhewes POIng of more extent, 


FF 


IT, 


For theeto gouerne ſucha world as this, ; | 


- Declares thy wiſedome tobe infinite: 


But to feforme a world , that runnes amiſſe, / i 
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*T'was matchles $00dnes, that thou wouldſt firs - | 


This poore darke body, with a ſoule diuine: 


But was much preater, that thou didſt deſire © 
To laucit, with proviit of thyne. _ | 
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I graunt that all thy life a Paſſion was , 
And as it were one a& of ſuffering paynes 
In the firſt turne of thy liues houre»glaſle, 


[thinkethou didſt, & know thou mightſt complaine, F|- | 
14. 


Of bitter cold , and fo great pouerty , 

As that ina whole world; which'thou haſt framd , 
 Eu'n for thy birth, there was but -on- hole free, 

Lent thee by beaſts, of mans hard hart aihamd . 


Ir, 

From thenee thou wentſt to Circumciſion, | 

L earning as ſoone as borne, 'to ſhed: thy blond, 
Which firſt in drops, and thea in ſhowrs ranne on 


So faſt; thatat the Crofle they made a floyd, 


. T6, | 


Then didſt thou inthe Virgins boſome range 
To Agypt, where thy beauty was dide blacke, 


And forcd { being growne at thy returne)'didſt chan 
Thy mothers bots : 


me, for thy Fathers-backe , 
5 


Thy reſt of life wasfull of care, and payne, 
Spentia obedience; thou diſtpray, and faſt, 
And preach, andtrauaile , andreceaue diſdayne_ 
From ſuch , asofthy bounty moſt did taſk,” 


11 this; I Gay, I graunt ;but yet inthis + 1 | 
tunes comforts , thou didſt heare - 
Thy ſacred Mother,thar full Sea of bliſle, + *! + 
And thyne Apoſtles, rude, yet loving thee | - - 


19., 
But in thatlater part of thy (ad age, 
W hich we moſt properly: thy. Paſhon:call bY, 
I ſe thowartſold ouer, to the irage i 4 2-2 
Of'men moſt diuellithly:tyrannicall », + ; + 4 44 
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There werefew comforts, there few blubbered\eyes}/ 
Few bleeding barts,few hands held vp on high! +. 3 
In wonder of thole vaſt impictyes, Try Fa 

Woherewith they chargd thy deare:humanity 4: « | 


I3T. 


How didthey rend that venerable hayre :{ > |. 
From thole rith Temples of thy. royall heady + + © 
And thus ynſceled the roofe ,that they might tears” > 
The walles, fo low as to be buryed? , ....4.,14 = 


l 


22. 


\ 


Theſe walls they firſt vnbung, and off did-take 7 © 
Thy coate, which oncethoſe virgin- hands did/ frames ©} 
But now their ſordid eyes, a prey did make! 7} 
Vpon thy nake | 
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Prodigious finnein thera , and ſhame to thee ; 
poing that inſtantly thoſe ſcourges came, 
Which veyld thy fleſh, with an imbrodery 
Sothicke, as then it did not ſeeme the ſame, 
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A purple garment did they caſt with ſcorne 
Aboutthy-backe : was ſingle, but did grow - 
Soone after double ; for thy ikinne was torne 
All off with it, and ſerud to line it ſo. 


25 © 
How did they , vnder colour of a Crowne ' 
Pierce thy fayre brow, the caſket of that brayne, 


Wherein the wiſedome eu'n of God came downe 
To ranſome vs from Hells eternall payne. \ 


26, 


Then tooke they vp a Cane, more hate to ſhow , 
And often beating it about thy head 

With {killfull rage, each thorne, by every blow, 
Made anew wound, and they all inward bled, 


27. 


- Thy faceſo bruizd, and ſwolne, did make thyne eyes 
As bollow,as their barts that lookt on thee, 

Harts bugely hollow, that could ſo comprize 
NON PLY8S YATRA of Jaiquity. 


Thyac | 
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Thyne Fyes 1 ſay ,by ſwelling of thy 1% ” 
Pecenda & Abe of that fou Re hou houſe of thyne, | / 


Or like two durty valleyes, which haue place 
Berwcen bigh Mountaines, Where no — ſhige; 


19. 


Sogaſtly didſt thou looke, and let me ſay 
So vgly (for thou wouldſt deſerue thay name} 
Their maligd did find meanes, to make a»ay 


The higheſt beauty , thatev' a God could frame, 


39. 


Yeathou a God in ſubſtance, yetin ſhow 

Wert ſcarſe a man, but rather a poore Wormez 
A leaper , nay an vicer, Which did flow 
So faſt , as eu*ato drowne theein that ſtorme . 


cls 


Thy Noſe, thy ſacred Eares, were ſprings of bloud, 

T hy pores of (weat, but that which paind theer "a 
Wasthy deare cheeke , Where ſtill engraued ſtood | 
The kill which ludas gauenotlong before, | 


32 


Thy Beard, whichnever raſour durſt wars © 
Their hands and harts, more hard then bar 
And in ſomekind more {har 'P 


Noris there torment Which 6d nor | 


© or | - 
37%. 
| a a w a 


For where the winged Angells vſe to build 


T heir neaſt of * wnprvi and of ſyeectrepoſle, 
They all-with flthy durt, and ſpittle fd, 
Incorporated to thy mouth with blows , 


34+ 


Thus dreft, thow wert led fortly, to a&thy part 
Of bitterdorrow ; thus they bid thy backe 
Vander that Croſſe, which did ſuch weight. impart, 
Aad payne.wicball, as made thy thoulders cracke. 


F + 
And as a bnilding;, which top-heauy is 
Vponaweake foundation, runes all; 


Sothou this feeble, with fuch werght as this , 
Wert forc't toſtumble oft, and oft co fall. 


26, 


Pherefirſt thy Mother moſt diſconſolate,, 
Thy Pathon faw, and through: ber eyes downe came 
T bing. Imageto her ſoule , which did create 

Sharp (words of ſorrow, char tranſpierſt the (ame. 


-Z 7 « 


But what ſhe F?!tin ſoule, did backe rebound 
Vpon'thy hady , and tharleru'd alone $4 :4.4 Þ 
Thy ſenſe with g:eater 2nguth ro confound, |. 3 
ornoW one paide, is betwo payncs was: growneis | 
os | Pay ae 
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Paine whichthou likd'{ſo well , asnot O indure 
That thoſe good women ſhould once-pitty thee : 
Thou car'dſt for nothing , ſothou-mightſt be ſure | 
By ſuffering much, toſhew more loue tome, - 


39. 


Atlaſt thou leftſt the Citty gates behind, 
And crawling vp ( for then thou couldſt not poe 
That hill which for thy murdering was defignd | 
Againe they ſtript thee , though eu'na ſhame ſayd ag. 


40» 


Thou didft not then (becauſe thou wouldſt not}fue 
A iuſt ap peale, againſt their Tyranny, + 
W hilſt they, being Captaines of the damnederew, 
Made haſt to hell, in ſpight of God-and thee. | / 


FE. 


Thine Armes & Thighes they rackt, to make thefind 
T hoſe holes, which bored through the Croſſe had byns 
The brought they nayls, which with their points refind 
Wounded thy limmes, but kild their ſoules with fi 


"43. 


And ſo they reard that Croſſe, halfe diſcontent [ 


To hauethus freed thee from 'more crueltyess | 
But what they could they-did, that is, torment 


Thy patient eares, with hideous blaſphemyes., - þ -% 
| With 
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With ſome T-could more eaſily difpenſe; 
But for that wreich, that had co paralell, 
And gnalhing cryed, Vab, come downe from thence, 
I curic him to the loweſt pitt of Hell, 


44 « 


TheRocks conld cleaue,the Temples veyle could rent, 
The Sunne could mourne , the very dead could rilc; 
Yet this enraged lmpe wouldnot relenr , 
But heape high ſcornes, on thy deep miſeryes, 


} 


45 » 


Compard with this, thoſe other ſinnes were ſmall 
Of looſing Barabbas , of placing thee 

Betweene two theeues, that ſo thou mightſt haue al 
The markes of Honourable lofamy, 


46. 


re,and Gall to drinke 


ing Vi 


Of giu 
Ja thy laſt deadly thirſt , a ſauage parr; 

Thatreache thy mouth, but this foule coffe, I thinke, 
Was that which battered, and did breake thy bart, 


47+ 


And thus dere Lord thou waſt content to dye: 


This is chy ſtory, which in bloud was pends 
t | miſtooke the Authour , for was 1, 


'- + MNoxthey,thatbrought thee to ſo lad an end, 
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My finnes; my grieuous finnes, did cauſe all this , 
My ſeruipg thee, notill im out ward thow , 
Whileſt yet in bartl finnd , was Iudas kiſſe 

W hich treacherouſly betrayed , and (old thee ſo, 


4:9 


My Loathnes to amend, were ropes to bind _ | 
Thy bandes behind thy backe , my thoughts vachaſt 
VVere ſpittle, which almoſt did ſtrike thee blind , | 
By iſſuing from my feſtered ſoule ſo falt, | 


50. 


My pride did make thy Crowne; my ſhameleſoes | 
Pluckt off thy cloathes ; the pamp« ring of my ſenſe * 
Did vrge thoſe bands , which were ſo merciles, ' - 
Toſcourge, and Wound thee, with extreme offence. 


$lo 


My hart of ſteele did yield thoſe nayles, that paſt. | 
Thy well deſerving hands; my Gluttony Eq 
| Made thee of vinegar, and gall to tat, 
And I blaſphem'd thee by myne Hereſy, 


C2 " 


Allthis didTI, and yet thou died\t for me; R 
And not content therewith , watt pleai'd to adde 
Such circumſtances of thy Charicy , | 
As may confound, and make mans reaſon mad «| 
| --- For 
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For when thou waſt vpon thy har4 death-bed , ® 
And thould{t have thought of making a new Hell 
For lewd mankind, thou wert by goodnes led 
Tocaine downe treaſures, which no tongue can tell, 


54+ 


Thou praydſtthy Father to forgiue my finne, 
Asifſuch malice were but want of wit; 

I (ce the eager thirſt thy ſoule was in, 

That myne might-in thy glorious kingdome fits 


35 * 


Thou taughtſt me, that I ought to hope for grace, 
By that good theefes example, who was brought 
From tate of ſinne to ſee Gods brighteſt face, 
Sclling ſo cheape, what thou (o deare had(t bought, 


56, 


3s And,as if wickednes were good deſartes, 

: _ "Thougav'ſt me; in the perfon' of Saint Iohn , 
£ Thy ſacred Mother, the true Queene of Harces, 
A royall tocke to build all bliſle ypon . 


PRI 


| 57 » 


Ifthen thou couldſt haue ſpok,thou wouldſt haue ſaid; 


Come (oule, moſt ſinnefull, yer moſt deare to me: 
Deare, for ſo deare aprice 8s | haue payd; 


And deare, for that dcare Loue I beareto thee 


Thou 


38. 


Thou ſeeſt where Tam plaſt, then ponder well 
V V hat I baue done, and ſuffered for thy ſakes | © H 
1 who am God; for thee poore Impe of Hell ; 1 
For ſo thou wert, till I did mercy take « | : 


59 » 


Thus doth the Eternall Father treate his Sonne , 
His only Senne ; who could not ſinne at all; 

And if the Suretyes to ſuch ſtreightes become; 
How wiltthou ſcape who art the Principall. 


60, 


) Penetrate my ſhame, my paynes , ry teares ; 

My wounded body , my disfigured face, 

My (oule oppreſt with grieuous cates, and feares , . 
Leaſt thou thouldf line ; and dye in Gods diſgrace, 


G61. 


to 


See how myfeet are nayld thus to a tree; WA. 
To ſhew thatT will neuer tir from thence g 6 
Till thou mayſt beprocurd to pitty me, h 

V Vholeeketo ſatle thee, with my! lives expence; 


62. 


| My head hangs downe, to offer thee a ki(lſe we 
Of friendſhip, which ſhall never be difſoluds : 
Myae armesareſpred, that ſothou may not miſle ; 
By chaines of endles loue to be jovolud . Fo 
M 2 And 
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| 
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And that thou mayſt be ſure of what I ay, 
Northinke my wordescan be as vayne as thyne: 
Alaunce (hall pierce my fide, and make a way , 

V Vherby thoy mayit diſcerae this hart of myne, 


f | 
64. 
If Inſtice cannot winne thee to preſerue 


From finne thy ſoule {that ſparke of fire diuine ) 
If noreſpe& of gratitude can lerue, 
To make thee bis, whois ſorruly thyne - 


6s, 


At leaſt let Intereſt ( whoſe raigne of late 
Extends it ſelteto all but fooles and Saints, 


And ceaſe thy miſeryes, With my complaints, 
66. 


For what canſt thou, poore wretch, preſume, or hope 
To purchaſe of the world, whole flaue thou art, 


The world, which is but a plaine Pedlers ſhop , 
Of wares ( {ſmall wares if meaſured with mans hart.) 


67. 


And what are theſe, but Honour, Pleaſure, Riches, 
V Vhich it ſets forth, and cryes, See what you lacke » 
Andſothe eyes of ſimple men berwiches, 

V Vhodo the Nutlhell, for the keruell take , 


For 
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Neither of which-thou art ) make thee change ſtate, | 
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or whome did Honour euer yet content, 

oſt kind torhem to whome it makes reſiſtances | 
or as for thoſe, to whome it ou conſent , 
efayles them moſt, when moſt they craue ab ſtance « 
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Looke ypon them, who by the ſteddy launce 

2Df furious death, are thruſt eu'n vnder grounds | 

| V Vhkome Honour made in that wild Maze to daunee, 
? 
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Vhere is much motion, but no meaſure found. 
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70. 


i ooke ypon them that liue ( if they do line 

2V Vho all theirlife do nothing els but dye ) 

_>cruing in Courts, and who themſelues do giue 
0 care, which leepeth in their waking eye. 


T1. 


For when they hopeto reſt on bed of eaſe; 

Their tott ering mind conuerts itto a racke, KE 
V Vhich windes, and windes it vp, With ſuch diſeaſe , 
As makestheir-poore, ambitious bart-ſtringes cracke. 


72 


And iuſtly, ſince it is the forge of plots 

How to takelultice priſoner, andtheſpring 

V Vhich iſſues outof poyſoned mouth, and rotts | . 

Thoſe high reports, which glorious vertues bring. _ 
M Infamous. 


| Me” cs 132 = 73s 
Infamous mouth; foule hoſt of that foule gueſt 
A dauble tongue ; a (word with edges twaines 
A.Raſour and a Saw, for with this beſt 

They put their foes, with that, their friends in payne, 


7% 


And never ſpeake their thoughts, but their words ill 
Are like falle thruſts which ſeem not what they mean 
Promiſcuouſly deceauin great and (mall, | 
And moſtthemſclues, whea leaſt therof they dreams, 


B 
p 
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73* 


Nogt after Honour, Pleaſure comes in play x. 
Not that which God by his ſweet law permits, 
But the vnlawfull, which preſumesto lay , 

{ JI amthy God, not he that in heav'n ſits. 


76. 


Pleaſure, thou ill deſeruſt true Pleaſures name; 
VVhoartof woes the Mother, and the Nurſe; 
Thy Reots are plotted, and contriud in ſhame, 
Thy Flower is finne, thy Fruite an endles curſe. 


70 — 


Due curſe, for thou commitſt Adams offence , 

Adam w hoſeſinne was ſeene, though he was hidden: 
Both guilty are of diſobedience , F.-Y 
Hecaſtiog fruite, thou touching fleſh forbidden _ 
X 4 " VVhick | 
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VV hich the old Enemy ofall mankind-- - | 


Yet tis not RRolne but bought, and when men find 


19 * 


For firſt they looſe their ſoules, that ſubſtance rare 
V Vhich Gods wiſe hand knew only howto frame , 
And nexttheir ſeruile bodyes hired are 
For baſe delights , more (ſhort then is their name, 


$o. 


And thoſe, beſiegd and hedgd about with feares® 
Impatience, dotage , ſicknes, endles coſt, * * 
V Vith dangers, and (uſpitious eyes and cares, | 
V Vichluſt at hand, but wit and iudgment loſt, 


Laſtly this kind of man is made a ſlaue , 

1 he very {lauec of (laues ;for all 1hereſt 
Pay tributs, more or lefle, of what they haue, 
But this of bloud is bound to pay the beſt . 


32. 


Yet what do endles Riches, do they leaue 

A maningrener liberty of mind 

Then Honour, or then Pleaſure ? they deceane 
Themſelues that trauayle with a guide fo-blind » 
i] M 4 


dden; 


Keeps in his ſhambles , ſaying: Stolne fleſh is (weetg 
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Allis but change of T yrants, and this laſt 
P*riiaps 15 more imperiousthen the reſt , 

| For Honours rayſe, Pleaſures refreſhthy taſt 
But care of Wealth holds the whole man oppreſt, 


84. 


Ambitious perſons haue an open hand, 

-And carnall men with almes would ccuer ſinne, 
Bar greedy mindes are like to Pooles that ſtand 
Where nothing iſſues out, that once gets in, 


85 « 
And ifthey ſeeme their doubtfull ſteps to bend 


To yeitues lacred Temple, ycu may feare 
It is not loue of God, but hateto ſpend , 
Their barts are abſent, though their face be there, 


85, 
Now if the greateſt plague God ſends be ſinne, 
Wharlhallbe ſayd of wealth , which breeds a vice , 


(A doore by Which all others enter in). 
Knowne by the octous name of Auarice ? 


87. 


th Other ſinnes make men vicious, and prophanes 


Beſides all that, this makes them vile, and baſe; 
'Þ T hou art the Anti- racke, that doth reſt-ayne 
Maus ſpacious mind, tothy penurious place . 


For 


For 


$8. 
For whats thy obie& ?Gould, whats pould? faire duſt; 
Who are thy friends ? continuall thought, and care g 


Thy Counſailour is generall Miſtruſt, 
Thy foesthouthinkeſt all them, that richer are. 


389+ 


Thou art the Miſt, that doth benight Mankind, * 
Before their tyme thou mak(t their heads grow 
Their minds grow black, thou makſt their reaſdbling ,- 
In all their lite they keep no Holiday. 


90 


Thou fill them with inſatiable thirſt 
And when they hauec obtaynd abundant ſtore, 


- Thoa rellſt them they haue lefle then ac the firſt, 


And ſtilldoſt preach'to them, Get more', Get more, 


9T. BP: 


FL 


Thou ftaruſt their bodyez with thy pemiry, | Cſicke-. 
Which thou calſt Thrift, thou makit their ſoules fall 


Of inward dropſy, and of Lethargy : 
Others do kill, but thou doſt bury quicke . 


91 . 
Theſe arethe Pageants that do ftalke about 


The worlds wide ſtreets, and which men follow fos 


I eall them Men, but yet wiſe men will doubr 


That they are beaſtes; altboughlike men they ſhow. Y 
M s$ Let 
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Let muddy headed fi ſh be ſo ſurprizd 
V Vith ſlippery wormes, that cruell haokes do cover; 
Let ſimple flyes, that ſeeke their death , diſguiſd 

VVith glorious flames, about ſuch candles houer. 


94 - 


Butthou, O man, who art of heauenly race, 
Haſtpower to decipher this dumbe ſhow, 
And take itfor no better, then acaſe 
VVaich maſkes the rotten ſtuffe that lyes below , 


95 * 


Plucke off this maſke, and thou ſhalt ſee the face 
Of chat foule Idol whome thou didſt adore, 
And hate the cauſe of thy ſo great diſgrace , 
VVondring at it, but at thy {clfe much more , 


95. 


And if thou be deſirous to enioy 

True Honour, Pleaſure, Profit, follow me; 

Il: be thy guide, and teach thee to imploy 

Thy paines'on him, whoſe ſeruice tnakes mea free. 


97 * 


Recall thy.choughts, which Rauen-like do feed, 
Vpon the Carr1on of inferiour thinges , 
 Andſendthemypto Heauen, where they ſhall read 
Thy fortune wrigtenin the Booke of Kinges, 


: 


wer ; 


' 


98. 
Of Kings of Heauen, for God who only is 


The King in his owne right , adopteth thee, 1 
To raigne with bim in Karan ns mh n 2 
For all his Sonnes, myne owre coheires ſhallbe; 3 

99 « {4 


Therefore my bloud vpon this Croſſe is ſould , == 
To ſaue thy body, and thy ſoule from Hellz 1 
Changing thy houſe of clay, to Church of gould, 

V Vherin the Holy Ghoſt himſelfe ſhall dwell, - 


Ordeyning Sacraments, whereby mankind | ; 


May purge offences, and acquire new grace; 
Miſterious Sacraments, which not thy mind, 
Much lefſe thy pen, can paint without diſgrace,” 


- 10T, 


Bidding his Angells ferue thee, 4nd vnfould FE 
The ſecrets of his loue, and Sathans hate; 
Confound thy ſelfe with wonder, to behould- 
Suth honour added to thy baſe eſtate. | 
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Honour, with Pleaſure : for what eq thly oy. Kt 
Doth equall that which a good conſcience gives? © 
And doth full fill, whileſt yet it doth not c oy x. 
TheSpirict , and the ſoule whereinit lives, | 


/ -* Not 


= 
= 
# p 
- Y : avs » . WY LE 
WY 7 RE LT 


l P.4 a Y l L- V; - vo - et, ll - -" cz / hs 
rs, -.Þ ©". . ow Y 
ahi 3 <0 , ' 
\ = , * ant 

-S _ = 
Pp y L 
; I * 

a D - 

. ” 
- 


Not like to worldly pleaſure, that transformes 
It ſelfe to payne through ſad remorſe of mind g 
But inthe middſt of fortunes bitter ſtormes , 
A quietpaſlage, and ſafe port doth find , 


104. 


So (halt thou ſee that they who take moſt care 
To beare this Croſle of myne with humble hart , 
To 'exraſy of ioy tranſported are , 

Their bodyes heere , in heauca their better part « 


LCF . 


Although they cannot long enioy that glory, 
Till after death, the end of all reſtraintes ; 
Bur then; they (hall contemplate the whole Story 
Of all Gods Attributes, with ull his Saints : 


10S. 


And ynderſtatd one God in Perſons three, 
Vaoiti»g that which ſeemes ſo far aſunder ; 
Whomeey'n the Angells tremble when they ſee; 
No trembling of bale teare , but of bigh wonder. 
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WhereGod is faine to piuea ſpeciall grace, 

To keep mans ſoule from melting with delight 3 

In whoſe.compariſon the withered face 

Of worldly zhinges , though great, doth yaniſh As . 
ooke 
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Looke vp to Heavens high vaute , conſider righe 

The Starres, {o bigge, though they ſo (mall appeare; 
The Sunne (exceprthis iftant ) ſwolne with light, 
Yet voyd of heate, altbough it beate men heere, 


10g ®, 


Lookeon the earth, and wonder at her ſeate oh 
See how theSea moates in her fortrefie faire ; 
W hich though .it be a Maſſe fo bugely great, . 
Hath no foundation but vaſtable ayre , 


I 10, 
Behold her garments wroughe with aziob dat , 
With buſhes purld, with treames of filuer laſts __ 


Ly 


With flowres 1zmbrodered , With faire woods emboſt, 

Burtond with hilles, which bind all ofaft.. |. */ ©; 
x11, # 

This on her backe (he weares, but in her v Lk IY 


Rich mettalls are, and lewe)ls beyond: price 
Which lye inter'd, asina regalltombe, | 
Till men. da rayſe them vp, by ſtrang deviſe. | 
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Allthis God made, and made man Lord of all; 
And of himſelfe , by giuing himFreewills _ | - 
A Memory, and wit Imperiall, ; 

An. Vaderſtanding both of good and ill, 


A fouls. 
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A ſoule that might the ſeate of Vertues be ; 
Ofluſtice, Temperance, Prudence, Strength of mind; 
A.hand, which with extreme facility 
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AQsthat, which is by buifieſt braynes delignd., 


114. 


A curious knot of ſenſes, Hearing , Smell; _ 
Sight, Taft, and Touch, which men ſo much adorez 
Theſe are but patternes, which-may- ſerae to tell 
Of cicher wares, that God layesvpin ſtore. 


it 


For if his Foot-ſtoole ( and the world is ſuch ) 
Be ſo inriche, whatis his Princely throne ? 

_ Andifinans miſeryes do ſhine ſo much, 
V Vhart thall kis gloty do ? God knowes alone, 


116, 


And'man may fay no more therof but this , 
That when he hath deuifd the moſt he can, 
” Thewyorldto come, as far excelling is, 

» AsGod-immortall doth exceed frayle man, 
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I17. 


But thon, thought fraile benot ſo fondly bent 
As to deſtroy thy ſoule, to fluter ſenſe, 
And ſella Crowne of glory permanent, 
| For urally which yet thou' caaſt aot carry hence - | 
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For heere all dyes with thee, thy fines excepted, 
And (that which followes finne ) eterriall painesz 
For hauing ſo prepoſterouſly negle&ed | 


A Sunne (© full; to chooſe a Moone that 'wanes, . 
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How much more noble were it, ſince thou-art 
Compold of Beaſt and Avgell, to procure 

Thy fleſh, to do het bomage to that part, 
W hich 1s luperiour, i iacorrupt and pure. 


129. 


$0 ſhale thou oy like God thy heattenly Fathers / 
And ſuffering heere with me, vich me ſhalt raigne, 
Thouthalr ren the Holy Ghoſt , or rather 
Be fild top full, with ſhowres of his ſweet raine. - 


21, 


That ſpotles Virgin will behould thy fate, 

As tender Mother doth her deereſt' Sonne, 

The Angell-that attends thee, will relate , : 
The glorious courſe thatthou beginſt to runne, |; 
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Thou ſhalt be bidden to a dayly feaſt 


By thy good Conſcience, which all ple bringes 
And thy faire ſoule, from. anc bh celeaſ | 


Shall mount to Heauen ypon bright Angells winged, Y 
This 
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Thisnot for need that I invite thee ſo, 
For know my.glory will as brightly ſhine 
In thy damnation to eternall w oe , 

Azinthe fauing of that ſoule of th yne. 


123, 


124» 


My loue alone did force me to deſcend 
Into this Nothing, Loue the loadſtone is 
Which makes the iron rod of luſtice bend 
To mercy, pardoning allthou doſt ami . 
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; And fol askeno retribution 
But only Loue, and ifthou grauntnotthis, 


Tigers may teach thee more compathon , 
_ And foftnes flint, for thy bart harder is . 
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Such ſpeach thou wouldſi, nay ſuch thou didN impart; 
| Not to mine eares (forthen thou wert growne domme 

AndI was deafe) but to my finnefull hart, 
Thentakethis anfwere which from thence doth come, 


I27. 


Deare Lord, I grannt that thou all reaſon haſt, 
Andt ſhould rage io Hell, who thus negle& 
Of thy till preſent loue , the pledg«s paſt , 
To which my ſoule doth owe ſupreme reipe&. _. 
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retch that T am, T want not grace to know 
The endles obligationT amin, 
The little thatT pay, the much I owe 
othy deare Paſhon , that huge price of ſinne , 


129. 


But allthis knowledge of whatT ſhould.do; 
Detedts me of vokiridnes ſo much more}; / 
Becauſe myne afions do not ſute therts'; ' 
Whith are #s cold, tid careles as before. 
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My taſt, my touch, my ſmell, myne cares, myne eyes, 0 ta 
I 2raunt were inen for ſcouts ,who mi kt 2: home "* 
A ladderjby the which my foule ſhould tiſe + - 
From creatures,to the loue of thee alone - --< -- | - 


ER 13H, 


Thefacultyes, and powers of my Mind;, | © ' 17 
Myne Vnderſtanding, Will, and Memory, .' "+ / 
I graunt, were lent as lotkes/and keyes, to bind '' 
ne, My bart to know, and loue, and thinke: on. they 4 


32. 


Alltheſethy mercyes, anda million more 7 7 
| I haue miſpent, and with theſelfe ſame armes £ 
Whichthou hadſt willed nie+to kees'irifitore 


For my defence, L did my- ſoule moſ'harmes # -- 
+ 4 N : 


133+ 


So that they argnot my fonle ſinnes alone, 

W hich ſtrike me With a ſad remorſe 'of mind s 
But eu'nthy mercyes , toſuch height are growne 
As thatin them more cauſe of ſeare I find. 


I 34 » 


For how canT, to whomethou giwſt ſuch grace , 
As would haue ſerud to make {ome men great Saints, 


Aduenture to appeare before thy face , 
In'whome thou findſtno cauſe but of complaints. 


135. 
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From hence it is deare Lord; that I decline - 
"Thar ſeate of luſtice, and thatroyall Throne 
Where pureſt Angells, who moſt brightly ſhine , 


Do looſe their luſtre, when by thyae tis ſhowne ; 


156, | 


| Prom henceit is, that I am trembling ill , 
VVhen [ conſider that dread Maicky , 
That light inaccef6 ble, which doth kill 

| All foules, wherein it findes impiety . 
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From hence it is, thatT did beg of thee , - | 
Not only that thou wouldſt thy ſelfe impart ; 
Bur that it might in ſuch a falhion be , 

As ſhould engraue thy Palhonin my hart y 
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Foron the Croſſe, thouart all ſweet, and ſoft, 

And poore, and bumble , and ſurcbargd with payne, 
For my vogratef4ll ſoule , which hath ſo oft © | 
Renewed thy wounds, and made' them bleed againe« 


139 + 


- Othoufaire fountaine with five ſprings of love, 
VVhich makeſuch ſtreames as that by running ſtill, 
They grow to bea Sea, which flowes abque 
The baacks of all, that hath the name'of 1] , * 


140. 


Not only quenching the hoat flames of Hell, 
( Though vulgar men conceaue that this is all ) | 
But ſanRifying wicked men ſo well, | 
As makes them lead alite Angelicall, 


41. 


Lend me one prayne of that deare Loue of thyne, 
Which, by proteQion, may tranſmute me ſo | 
From Lead to Gould, as that theſe debts of myne 
May both be payd, and Lmore rich may grow. | 


142 « 


OrratherIpreſumeto beg ofthee, 

Not thatſo much my Loue may beincreaft, 
As thatthe obie@ may quite changed be, 
AndIloue moſt, whatI haue yet low'd leaſt, 
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© For there was cuer planted in my hart + ©, 
* Great powerto lone, -and happy had I beene, 
#  IfonlyThad wall applyedtharpart,, ©, * 
{ + To ferge my God, inſteed of (eruing finne.. .. ', \ 
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Nay happyſhould I be, if from this howee. : - . 
My loue were all diuorſ from humane thinges , 
And fo Eſponuldtothee; as to-wantpower . .... .. ... 
Ofſecking ought, but what thy ſeruice bringes » 


145 » 


How ſoone wouldſt thou forget my follyes paſt : 
Thy Grammar which muſt conſter the expenſe 
Of all myne bowres. incongruouſly plaſt, 
Hath Futures, but no Preterperfe& tenſe . 


146, 


Heere then receaue all that doth yetremayne, 
Itakethy word, which once thou gau'ſt tome, ; 
Thatthou:wouldſt draw all foules. ta thee a Ine, ! 
When, onthe Crofle, thou. ſhould exalted be « 


14/7 » 


Draw me, but draw me home, for els my hart - 
Which is fo Dppecy, and ſo heauy. growne,, - 
Either by fraud , or els by force Wal Gare | 
From ſuch coniunRion, as ſhould make 'ys one. | 
+ | ; ; Speake 
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peake to my ſaule, but with (olond a yoyce 
5.1 may heare;and inatunc (ofweet, 
® mol hat, deafeto qtherthinges,4-may reioyce +: - 
Y o tread the happy ſtepyof thy pure. feet «: . 


=. 


T urne backe ſometyme; and: breath ypori-me fo. | 
T hat with delight may. aduance my: pace; : 
And not remembring bow to creep, andgo , 

May runne, and reach thele odours of thy grace» 4 


150. 


Ike nat that [may be worldly wiſe 1:30.48 In 


orlearned , ſtrong, nor rich, nor muth ieſteemd, 
Such traſh as this I hope I ſhall deſpiſe 


/ho am from all erroneous fayth redeemd + 
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I aske nat to, be free from anxious thoughe 

Df ſuldaine death,or dropping downe to Hell : © 
he matchleſſe'price, wherewith my ſoule was boughe 

Perlwades methat thou loueſt it much too well, © | 


S 1942» 


I aske not that thou would theſe fetters looſe... [ 
Which do my ſoule from. heauenly bliſſe detayne «| 
For t'is more noble, and I rather chooſe Bs 
To luffer for thee, then vith thee to raigne,.:. -* ;' 
1.4 Ny} But 
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> -Butletmeonly by thy hand bebleſt; 
=  Lendme one caſt of thy propitious eye, 
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" Inflame me with defiresto do the beſt ; 
—* Forgood is naught, when better doth ſtand by, 
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154. 


thatl could conſider, as I know , 
he little-which thy Law of me requires, 
Themuchthattothy ardent Loue I owe, 
And yetl freeze enuirond by ſuch fires, 


IS5. 


Thou bidſt me loue thee, and I beg the ſame; 
How'comeT then to miſſe what I'intend? * 
T'is, that Iaske itof thee, but for ſhame, 


And no'firong purpoſe that I haueto mend, 


156, 


For loue conſiſteth not in words, but workes ; 
Nor in velleities ,' but conſtant will}, 

To roote out paſſion ( which fo falſely lvrkes ) 
And make ſtifte warre agaioſt all ſhew of ill, 


Pp ; 57. - 


— _ HeereinlI fayle,and do not only craue 
” _ -.Sarengthforthe tyme ro come, but humbly ſue 
—_n of ſinnes'paſt;'the more 1 haue, ' 
ke greater praylie is to thy mercy due," 
Is: | | mn. | 


Let 
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Let not thy ſword of Tuſtice take my head. ENJ 
LEE HIEIY wretched hart be ſtond ar death ; | 4 LM 


Let notthy wheele of yengeance, which lyes 


Againſt all Ganers, take my dying breath, 


PR 


I59, 


But, if I may not liue, and pleaſe thee ſtill; - 
Rather let fire of Loue conſume me quite 
Or let teares drowne me, if it be thy will; 
Or endles {ighing breake my hart outright, 


160. 
And for my tombe, I neither will aske more - 


© Norcare forleſſe, then thoſe deare armes of thyne; 
V Vhich haue ſuch yertue, as to keep in ſtore 


All that they touch, freefrom the wracke of tyme 
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Let others ſeeke for life , and liberty , 
 Andinthatcourſe eternized tobe; q 

The uy thoughts of my ambition, flye 

Butto be dead, and buried thus in thee. 
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